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Executive Summary

The5"edi ti on of the Report on Actions Against Ma r
Il mpl ementati on Framework for Actions on Marine
Ministerial Meeting in June 2019 in Karuizawa, Japan. This report is a compilation of

information, voluntarily shared by the G20 members, invited/other countries and international

organisations on policies and measures undertaken to address the global issue of marine

litter.

A comprehensive assessment of practices adopted by countries and entities is presented in
chapters 2 to 5 of this report. Information on the legal and policy framework (chapter 2),
measures and achievements (chapter 3), challenges (chapter 4), and best practices (chapter
5) are collated, based on the inputs received. Detailed submissions of the contributing
member/ country, and international organisations are presented in chapter 6 as further
information, along with the data collection questionnaire, which was updated in 2023 to
capture recent mechanisms and instruments for encouraging community participation.

The G20 India Presidency thanks countries and international organisations for their
participation in sharing of information. This has enabled the development of a broad
overview of the initiatives being undertaken around the world that identifies areas for future
collaborations to combat marine plastic litter on a global scale. Responses to the
guestionnaire were received from thirty countries and ten international organisations. Of
these, nine responses each from Asia and Europe (excluding the European Union), seven
from Americas, two from Oceania, and two from Africa, were received.

In 2022, countries adopted a resolution at the fifth session of the United Nations
Environment Assembly (UNEA-5) which initiated a process to develop an international
legally binding instrument on plastic pollution, including the marine environment. We hope
that information contained in this report will support further development of policies,
implementation and acceleration of actions on plastic pollution.

10
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Figure 1: Voluntary participation of 30 countries and 10 International Organizations (as on 30 June 2023)

11
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Table 1: Overview of measures undertaken by participating G20 members and other countries

G20 Countries Invited/Other Countries

Actions taken by
R s e

Introduce
Extended U U IV IV IRV R R RV RV N N IV R
Producer
Responsibility

Reducesingle- | . | « | « | « | < | = | = | < | <« | < | < | <« | « VR R RV B I
use plastic

Restrict
microplastics in VR IR I . . . PR IR I .
personal care
products

Improve waste
management | 60 (0 [ 06| 0| O0|[O0C|O0O|O0O|[OGC]|O0O]|O0]|O
recycling

Sustainably
manage MPL
through human- | 6 | 6 0 6|06 |06 |0
centric/collective
effort

O«
O
O«
O
O«
O
O«
O
O«
O
O«
O
O
O«
O
(@]
(@]

O«
O
O
O«
O
O«
O
O«
O«
O
O
O«
O
(@]
(@]

Involve local
communities to
conductclean-up( ¢ | 6 | 6 |6 |6 |06 |6 | 6|06 |06 |0
activities across
water bodies

O«
O
O«
O
O¢
O
O«
O
O«
O
O«
O
O«
O
O«
O
(@]
(@]

Clean the seas at
national/ 0|6 |[o6o |6 |6 |06]|0]| 0 6|6| 6|66 |o6)|06|ao 0
community level

(@]
(@]
(@]
(@]
(@]
(@]
(@]
(@]

Create value
chain opportunity R I ORI N WU I
for lost fishing
gear (ALDFG)
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) G20 Countries Invited/Other Countries
Actions taken by

countries to

Incentivize the
collection of end- U VR I o o o o
of-life fishing
gears

O
O
O
O
O
O
O
(@]
O
O
O
O

Encourage
private sector
actiontoreduce [ 6 | 6 | 6 | © 0|0 0 0| 0o 66| | o
plastic waste
through policy

Promote
technology
based plastic VR VR B I | . U R R [V BV RV B
waste re-use,
recycling and
recovery

Install capturing
trap/filter on 606 |0 6|06 |0 0 0
drainage/river

Promote
innovative I R I . .
solutions through
circular economy

Boost multi-
stakeholder | . | . | « | « | « | « | <« | « | « | = | « | &«
involvement and
awareness

O«
(@]
(@]
(@]
(@]
(@]
(@]
(@]

O«
O
O
O«
O
O«
O
O«
O
O
O«
O
(@]
(@]

Share knowledge
(R&D and 0|66 |0 06 |06|0|[6]|06]| O 0
monitoring)
Participate in
international 6| 6|6 |06|6|6|06|06|06|6|06]| 6
cooperation

O«
O
O¢
O
O«
O«
O
O«
O
O«
O
O«
O
(@]
(@]

O«
(@]
O«
O
O¢
O
O¢
O«
O
O¢
O
O¢
O
O¢
O
(@]
(@]
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. G20 Countries Invited/Other Countries
Actions taken by

countries to

Support target
region: South, . U R IR B N |« R . .
Central and

Southeast Asia

(@]
(@]
(@]
(@]
(@]
(@]
(@]
(@]
(@]
(@]
(@]
(@]
(@]
(@]
(@]
(@]
(@]
@]

Support target . o
region: Africa

Support target
region: Latin 6| 0 0
America

(@]
O
O«
(@]
O«
(@]
O«
(@]
(@]
(@]
(@]
(@]

O«
(@]
O«
O«
O«
(@]
O«
(@]
O«
(@]
(@]
(@]

0 Action Taken

14



5th ed. of Report on Actions Against Marine Plastic Litter: Executive Summary

Table 2: Overview of measures taken by participating International Organisations

Actions taken by International Organisations ADB | ERIA IAEA| OECD| UNEP | UN-Habitat | UNIDO

Technology development for plastic alternatives

Sustainable and circular product design
Sustainable and circular business model creation

Proper waste management

Prevention oflittering andillegaldumpinginto the ocean
Collection of scattered waste on beaches

Removal of plastic litter from the ocean

Community participation in removal of plastic litter from the ocean
Education systerareation

Awarenesgaising

Initiatives for behavioral change

Monitoring of plastic flows

Monitoring of country policy status related to MPL

Scientific research

Technology development
Others

0 Action Taken
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It is observed that numerous initiatives have been implemented to address the problem of
marine plastic litter by the G20 members, invited/ other countries, and international
organisations. Enhanced awareness and active participation of communities is apparent
from the assessment. A few key findings are presented below:

Science

Policy

Practice

Challenges in data collection related to marine plastic litter have been reported by
77% of the countries and 10s.

87% of countries are engaged in research on plastic flows and ocean
surface microplastics to address the data gaps.

The linkages between marine litter and blue economy and considering policy or
legal measures is addressed by 23% of the countries.

47% of the countries have regulations on microplastics, however, the
effectiveness of these regulations/ policies is not well documented.

About 50% of the participating countries have indicated initiatives to restrict
microplastics in personal care products and in promoting the collection of end-of-
life fishing gears

The efforts for prevention and reduction in plastic waste generation is gaining
huge impetus as 73% of the countries levy charges/ taxes on single use plastics
while 63% have completely banned SUPs. Further, 77% of the countries have
established frameworks to encourage sustainable and circular product designs
and 83% reported having policies to promote plastic alternatives

Efforts towards developing Extended Producer Responsibility policies, specifically
are highlighted, particularly in-

creating a value chain opportunity for abandoned, lost, and discarded
fishing gear (ALDFG) and

encouraging actions by private sector companies to reduce/ sustainably
manage their plastic waste

Cconcerted and systematic efforts towards collection of scattered wastes, littered
on the beaches are practiced by 97% of the participating countries. Significantly,
83% of countries have taken action to remove plastic litter from the oceans.

Collaboration

Capacity

The importance of public-private partnership at addressing MPL issues was
emphasized by 73% of the participating countries.

Designing/ reframing education systems and/ or curriculum to create public
awareness on problems related to MPL are developed in 87% of the countries

Periodic awareness campaigns are conducted, indicating the importance of
community participation in marine litter mitigation efforts.

Opportunities

There are numerous examples of measures undertaken through international
cooperation across the world towards addressing the global issue of marine
plastic litter.

16






5th ed. of Report on Actions Against Marine Plastic Litter: Policy Framework for Marine Plastic Litter
(MPL)

1. Introduction

Over the last decade, the global production of plastics has seen a steep rise, amounting to
about 400 million tonnes per year. The world today produces twice as much plastic waste as
it did 20 years ago. Yet only an estimated 9% of the plastic is recycled, while 12% is
incinerated’. Most of this plastic waste enters the ocean through rivers and stormwater,
creating a persistent and ubiquitous problem that affects every ocean and coastal region.

International fora, such as the UNEA (United Nations Environment Assembly), G20, and G7,
have discussed measures to curb marine plastic litter, creating momentum for global actions.
In 2022, the 5" session of the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA-5) declared the
goal of developing an international legally binding instrument on plastic pollution, including in
the marine environment.

The G20 members, together with hon-member countries and international organisations,

have a key responsibility in accelerating actions against marine plastic litter, and have been

facilitating implementation at national, regional, and gl obal l evel . Buil din
Action Plan on Marine Littero agreed at the G2C¢C
| mpl ement ation Framework for Actions on Marine
Ministerial Meeting in June 2019 in Karuizawa, Japan. Subsequently, i Osaka Bl ue Oc e:
Vision (0OBOV) o, which aims to reduce additional
2050 through a comprehensive life-cycle approach, was shared by G20 leaders at the G20

Osaka Summit as a common global vision. To achieve this vision, the G20 Implementation
Framework was endorsed by the G20 Osaka Leaders
countries and regions share the Osaka Blue Ocean Vision.

With this background, the G20 reports on Actions against Marine Plastic Litter have been
published annually since 2019. The 5" G20 report on Actions against Marine Plastic Litter
has compiled information from G20 members, other countries and international
organisations. The questionnaire for the report was amended to capture best practices of
community involvement in positive actions against marine plastic litter. Blue/Ocean-based
economy is one of the focus areas of the Environment and Climate Sustainability Working
Group (ECSWG) u n d e rsidency drhisa @port v@i2 ovidp rinputs to the
technical report on OAccelerating the transitior
that will be published by I ndiads G20 Presidency

The 5™ edition was prepared and published in 2023, under the leadership of the India G20
Presidency, and with the support of the Ministry of Environment, Government of Japan
(MoEJ) and IGES. We hope this informative report will continue to support the improvement
and acceleration of actions, particularly by encouraging institutions and communities to work
in an internationally harmonized, coordinated, and collaborative manner.

1 United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) report

18
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2. Policy Framework for Marine Plastic Litter (MPL)

Countries

Countries and organisations all around the globe have recognized the importance of
developing comprehensive action plans and strategies at the national, regional and global
levels to address the issue of disposal of plastic litter and reduce marine plastic litter.
Responses from 30 countries were received, of which 70% have implemented national
action plans/strategies specifically targeting marine plastic litter, while 90% have enacted
legislation related to MPL. Additionally, 53% have established MPL-specific indicators
(Figure 2.1).

From the 10 responses received from international organisations, 90% have developed
organisational Action Plans/Strategies, and among them 70% have implemented MPL-
specific indicators (Figure 2.2).

# G20 Members, Invited and Other Countries

Yes In Progress
30 27
21
20
16
10
3 4
1
0
2.1 Do you have a 2.2 Do you have legislation 2.3 Do you have the
National Action Plan on MPL? (including waste MPL-specific indicators
or strategies on MPL? management and circular in your country?
economy)

# Countries/ Members with legal policy and framework against marine plastic litter

Figure 2.1: Status of prevalence of policy framework for MPL in countries

19
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# International Organisations

10 9

2.1 Action Plans or Strategies on MPL 2.2 Developed processes
of MPL-specific indicators

# International Organisations with framework against marine plastic litter

Figure 2.2: Status on MPL related action plans and indicators of IOs

2.1. National Action Plan (Countries) and Action Plan
(International Organisations)

There is a consensus that the issue of marine litter should be addressed at the national level
and through global cooperation. Having appropriate legislation and/or an action plan is
critical to solving the global issue of MPL and is being dealt with in two ways:

1. Specific marine litter management measures
2. General plastic waste management / plastic pollution control policies

Most countries use a combination of the above methods to tackle the problem of marine
plastic pollution and hence coordinated action to combine general and marine litter specific
policies could be of value.

This section lists the country-wise national action plans that are being implemented in Table
2.1 and an overview of the action plans set by international organisations in Table 2.2.

Table 2.1: Summary of National Action Plans by Countries

Country National Action Plans shared by countries

G20 Members

Australia National Waste Policy (2018)
National Waste Policy Action Plan (2019)
National Plastics Plan (2021)

Brazil National Plan to Combat Marine Litter
(Under Development)

20
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Country National Action Plans shared by countries

Canada Canada-wide Action Plan on Zero Plastic Waste (Phase 1 and
Phase 2)

China Opinions on Further Strengthening Plastic Pollution Control (2020);
Plastic Pollution Control Action Plan (2021-2025)

European Union EU Strategy for Plastics in a Circular Economy (2018)

France Action Plan for the Marine Environment (Marine Strategy

Framework Directive T MSFD)

Biodiversity plan

National Roadmap against Marine Litter

National Roadmap for a circular economy (CE)

Nati onal A3RO strategy on singl

Germany German Resource Efficiency Program Il (ProgRess)
Programme of Measures (PoM)
Action Plan ANein zur Wegwer f ge

India Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) Rules (2022)
National Marine Litter Policy of India through task force (in
preparation)

Implementation of the Directive 2008/56/EC on Marine Litter

Ital
Y The Regional Plan on the Marine Litter Management in the

Mediterranean in the Framework of Article 15 on the Land Based
Sources Protocol

Japan National Action Plan for Marine Plastic Litter (2019)

Mexico National Action Plan for Marine Debris and Plastic Pollution
(Under Development)

Saudi Arabia National Action Plan for Sustainable Management of Marine Litter in
the Red Sea Coast of Saudi Arabia

South Africa National Waste Management Strategy (2020)

South Korea The 1st National Action Plan on Marine Litter and marine
contaminated sediment (2021-2030)

Turkiye Circular on the Preparation and Implementation of Marine Litter

Provincial Action Plans

United Kingdom UK Marine Strategy
UK Plastics Pact (UKPP) (Voluntary)
Environmental Improvement Plan 2023 (EIP23)

Single Use Plastic (SUP) Directive (EU Directive 2019/904 on the
reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the
environment)

Reduction of Single-Use Plastic Beverage Cups and Containers-
Department for Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA)
Consultation

Circular Economy Strategy (Consultation opened 9th January 2023,
closed 29th March 2023)
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Country National Action Plans shared by countries

United States of Save Our Seas 2.0 Act, Title 3, Section 301
America EPA National Strategy for Reducing Plastic and Other Waste in
Waterways and Oceans

Invited / Other Countries

Antigua and

National Bottle Deposit Scheme and a Waste-to-product;
Barbuda

Costa Rica National Marine Waste Plan 2021-2030

Kiribati Kiribati Waste Management and Resource Recovery Strategy

Mauritius The Environment Protection (Control of Single Use Plastic Products)
Regulations 2020

The Environment Protection (Banning of Plastic Bags) Regulations
2020

The Waste Management and Resource Recovery Act 2023

Myanmar National Plastic Action Plan in Myanmar (Under Development)

The Netherlands European Marine Strategy Framework Directive

OSPAR Marine Litter Regional Action Plan

Various European policies focused on reducing Marine Litter e.g.
implementation of the Single Use Plastics and fishing gear
Directive and EU Port Reception Facilities Directive

National policies focused on prevention of litter (macro- and micro
plastics)

National policy on developing a circular economy

Peru No National Action Plan

Singapore National Action Strategy for Marine Litter (NASML)

Solomon Islands National Waste Management & Pollution Control Strategy 2017-
2026

Draft National Marine Litter Action Plan developed under CLIP
(Commonwealth Litter Program) in 2019

National Ocean Policy

National Implementation Plan on Persistent Organic Pollutants
(SINIPS)

National Biodiversity Strategic Action Plan (NBSAP)

National Tourism Policy

Solomon Islands Recycling & Waste Management Association
Strategic Plan 2021-2031

Spain Marine Strategies Program of Measures on Marine Litter (2022-
2027)

Sri Lanka National Action Plan on Plastic Waste Management 2021-2030

United Arab

) The national agenda for the integrated waste management
Emirates
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Table 2.2: Summary of Action Plans by International Organisations

Name of
International Action Plans shared by International Organisations
Organisation

Economic
Research Institute
for ASEAN and
East Asia (ERIA)

Regional Knowledge Centre for Marine Plastic Debris (RKC-MPD)

Food and Actions to prevent and reduce abandoned, lost and otherwise

Agriculture discarded fishing gear (ALDFG)

Organisation The IMO/FAQO implemented GloLitter Partnerships project and the

(FAO) development and implementation of ALDFG surveys, co-sponsoring
the GESAMP Working Group 43 on sea-based sources of marine
plastic litter

Together with IMO and UNEP , facilitating a topic group on ALDFG
under the ICES/FAO Working Group on Fishing Technology and
Fish Behavior (WGFTEB).

International NUTEC Plastics Initiative to assist its Member States in integrating
Atomic Energy nuclear techniques in their efforts to address challenges of plastic
Agency (IAEA) pollution

United Nations UNEP Medium Term Strategy 2022-2025

Environment UNEP Programme of Work 2022-2025

Program (UNEP) One-UNEP Plastics Initiative

Follow-up to UNEA resolutions, including UNEA 5/14

United Nations

Industrial Addressing the challenge of Marine Plastic Litter using Circular
Development Economy methods

(UNIDO)

World Economic Global Plastic Action Partnership (GPAP)

Forum (WEF)
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2.2. Legal Framework (Countries and International
Organisations)

Several countries have incorporated the issue of marine litter in their environmental
legislations including solid waste management, plastic waste management and other waste
management laws. This section describes the legal frameworks that are in place at country
level (Table 2.3) and international organisation level (Table 2.4).

Table 2.3: Summary of Legal Frameworks by Countries

Country List of legal frameworks

G20 Members

Australia Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999
(EPBC Act)

Recycling and Waste Reduction Act 2020 (RAWR Act)
Recycling and Waste Reduction (Exportd Waste Plastic) Rules
2021 (Waste Plastic Rules)

Hazardous Waste (Regulation of Exports and Imports) Act 1989
(Hazardous Waste Act)

National Environment Protection (Used Packaging Materials)
Measure 2011

Protection of the Sea (Prevention of Pollution from Ships) Act 1983
Marine Order 95 (Marine pollution prevention i garbage) 2018

Brazil Environment National Policy Law i Federal Law No. 6,938/1981
National Solid Waste Management Policy i Federal Law No.
12,305/2010

Federal Law No. 14,026/2020

Environmental Crimes Law

Decree No. 10,936/2022, regulates the National Solid Waste
Management Policy i (Law No. 12,305/2010).

Canada Canadian Environmental Protection Act
Microbeads in Toiletries Regulations
Single-use Plastics Prohibition Regulations
Fisheries Act and Species at Risk Act.

China Law of the China on Prevention and Control of Environmental
Pollution by Solid Waste (2020 Amendment)

Marine Environment Protection Law of the People's Republic of
China (2017 Amendment)

Circular Economy Promotion Law of the People's Republic of China
(2018 Amendment)

Draft Amendment to the Marine Environmental Protection Law of
the People's Republic of China (upcoming)

European Union Legislation on Waste
Marine Strategy Framework Directive

France The Legislation for Energy Transition for Green Growth (2015)
The Legislation for Reclaiming Biodiversity, Nature, and
Landscapes Law (2016)

The Legislation for Trade Relations Balance in the Agricultural
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Country List of legal frameworks

Sector and Healthy and Sustainable Diet (EGAIlim, 2018)

The Legislation against Waste and for a Circular Economy (2020);
i 3 R0 Dfer®edacton, Reuse and Recycling of single use
plastic packaging for 2021-2025 period

Germany Kreislaufwirtschaftsgesetz (KIWG)
Wasserhaushaltsgesetz (WHG)
Hohe-See-Einbringungsgesetz (HSEG)

India The Environment (Protection) Act (1986)

Solid Waste Management Rules (2016)

Plastic Waste Management Rules (2016)

Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) Rules (2021)
National Taskforce on Management of Marine Litter
Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) Rules (2022)

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) on plastic packaging
Ban on identified single-use plastic items
BIS notifi cati on on AClIassification

Adjunctsd and ban on the use of non-biodegradable polymeric
materials in personal care products from 2020.

ltaly National legislative measure to reduce the improper discarding of
small and micro waste (receipts, chewing gum, tissues, cigarette

butts, etc.) in the environment (2015)

National legislative measure: ban light and ultralight shopping
plastic bags that are not biodegradable and compostable, 2018;
National legislative measure: ban of microplastics in soaps, creams,
toothpastes (2018)

Nati onal | egi sl ative measur e:
2019; Italy joined the European Plastic Pact (EPP) (2020)
Transposition of DIRECTIVE 2019/904/EC on the reduction of the
impact of certain plastic products on the environment. D.Lgs
196/2021
Transposition of DIRECTIVE 2019/883/EC on port reception
facilities for the delivery of waste from ships, amending Directive
2010/65/EU and repealing Directive 2000/59/EC. D.Lgs 197/2021
Updated Program of measures according to Article 13 of the
MSFD, 2021
Update of D.Lgs 197/2021 on port reception facilities for the
delivery of waste from ships (upcoming)

Japan Waste Management and Public Cleansing Act

Act on the Promotion of Sorted Collection and Recycling of
Containers and Packaging

Act on Promotion of Resource Circulation for Plastics

Law Concerning Special Measures for Conservation of the
Environment of the Seto Inland Sea

Mexico General Law for the Prevention and Integral Management of Waste
(LGPGIR)
Prevention and sound waste management Law and Regulation
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Country List of legal frameworks

Saudi Arabia National Environmental Management Waste Act

Extended Producer Responsibility Regulations

Plastic Bag Regulations

South African National Standard (SANS) 695 (Compulsory
Specification for Plastic Carrier Bags to improve recyclability of
plastic bags)

Pl astics Master Pl an, which i s
national action plan to tackle plastic pollution and achieve
sustainable production and consumption of plastics.

South Africa New AWaste Management Lawo

South Korea Marine Litter and contaminated sediment Management Act
Act on Conservation and Utilization of the Marine Environment

Turkiye Circular on the Preparation and Implementation of Marine Litter
Provincial Action Plans by Law on Zero Waste

United Kingdom The Marine Strategy Regulations 2010

The Merchant Shipping (Prevention of Pollution by Garbage from
Ships) Regulations 2020

The Merchant Shipping and Fishing Vessels (Port Waste Reception
Facilities) 2003 (as amended)

IMO Action Plan for Marine Litter from Ships 2018

Plastic Packaging Tax

London Convention 197

United States of U.S. Marine Debris Act

America Clean Water Act (EPA)

Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (multiple federal agencies)
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (EPA)

Save Our Seas 2.0 Act (EPA/NOAA/others)

Microbead-Free Waters Act (FDA); Toxic Substances Control Act
(EPA)

Rivers and Harbours Appropriations Act (Army Corps of Engineers)

Invited / Other Countries

Antigua and Environmental Protection Levy (Amendment) Bill, 2023
Barbuda
Kiribati Environment Act 2021 (In preparation)
" The Environment Protection (Control of single use plastic products)
Mauritius

Regulations 2020

The Environment Protection (Banning of Plastic Bags) Regulations
2020

Environment Protection (Polyethylene Terephthalate (PET) Bottle
Permit) Regulations 2001

Littering, illegal dumping into the ocean and on land is an offence
under the Environment Protection Act 2002

The Waste Management and Resource Recovery Act 2023

The Netherlands The EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive
EU Waste Framework Directive
EU packaging and packaging waste directive,
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Country List of legal frameworks

National EPR schemes
EU plastic bag directive
Implementation of the Single Use Plastics and fishing gear directive

Norway The Pollution Control Act

The Marine Resources Act

The Product Control Act

The Harbour and Fairways Act

The regulations relating to pollution control, chapter 32A

Peru Legislative Decree NA1278 fiSoli
legislative Decree was approved in 2017 by the Peruvian president.
Law NA30884 fiLaw t hUsePlaRieand | at e s
Di sposabl e Containers or Contai
Peruvian President.

Supreme Decree N°003-2020-PRODUCE A Roadmap

circular economy in the industr
approved in 2020

Singapore Environmental Protection and Management Act (EPMA)
Environmental Public Health Act (EPHA) and subsidiary legislation;
Sewerage and Drainage Act

Sewerage and Drainage (Trade Effluent) Regulations; Prevention of
Pollution of the Sea Act (PPSA)

Resource Sustainability Act (RSA)

Solomon Islands Environment Act 1998

Environment Act 1998 & Environment Regulation 2008

Current Review of Environment Bill 2022

Fisheries Management Act 2017

Shipping (Marine Pollution) Regulation 2011

Solomon Islands Ports Act

Solomon Islands Maritime Authority Act No.9 of 2018.
Environmental Health Act 1980(version as at 1996)

Forest Resources and Timber Utilization Act 1990 (version as at
1996)

Mines and Minerals (Amendment) Act 2014

Provincial Government Act 1997 (as at 1997)

Customs & Excise (Import Duties) (Amendment No.2/Order 2021)
RT

Spain Law 41/2010, 29th December, on protection of the marine
environment

Sri Lanka Marine Pollution Prevention Act no 35 of 2008 is being amended,;
Regulations are available on plastic waste management
Regulations of 2021 on Single Use Plastic: Gazette No 2211/50 and
dated 21 January 2021 7 Plastic Material Identification standards

(Codes)
United Arab Federal Law (No. 24 /1999)
Emirates Federal Law (No. 12/2018) for the Integrated Waste Management

Cabinet Resolution No. 18 of 2012
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Table 2.4 Summary of Legal fameworks by International Organisations

International

Organisation List of legal frameworks

Economic Technical Guidelines for Prevention of Plastics and Resin Pellets
Research Institute Leakage from Factories and Informal Recycling Sector in ASEAN in
for ASEAN and collaboration with the Regional Resource Centre for Asia and the
East Asia (ERIA) Pacific (RRC.AP) of the Asian Institute of Technology (AIT)

United Nations UNEP, in collaboration with UNITAR, is developing a statistical

Environment

Program (UNEP) technical guideline on measuring flows of plastic along the lifecycle

United Nations

Human SDG Indicator 11.6.1: Proportion of municipal solid waste collected
Settlements and managed in controlled facilities with regards to total municipal
Program (UN- solid waste generated by cities.

Habitat)

United Nations ) _ _
Industrial Supporting Member States to promote circular economy practices
Development through policy recommendations

(UNIDO)

World Economic Global Plastic Action Partnership

Forum (WEF)
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2.3. Indicators (Countries and International Organisations)

Specific indicators to measure the flow and volume of MPL are being developed and several
countries are currently in the process of formulating dedicated metrics for assessing the
extent and quantity of MPL. However, obtaining such data can be challenging. Integrating
plastic pollution and marine plastic pollution indicators can provide comprehensive insights
into the stocks and flow of marine litter. In addition, it would be beneficial to establish
standardized indicators and measurement methodologies to streamline monitoring of
transboundary MPL. This section presents the MPL-specific indicators that are prevalent in
various countries (Table 2.5).

Table 2.5: Summary of MPL indicators by Countries

Country List of indicators
G20 Members
Australia Packing Targets
Brazil Number of coastal municipalities with environmentally sound

destination of solid wastes

Quantity of devices installed

Quantity of actions carried out

Quantity of waste collected

Number of municipalities with actions undertaken

Platform updated available on the Ministry of the Environment

website

Canada Physical flow account for plastic material
Canada has established the plastic particles in the Northern Fulmar
indicator

China Has a national Marine Litter monitoring system and carries out annual

monitoring of Marine Litter in more than 50 coastal areas covering the
types and amounts of floating litter on the sea surface, beach litter, and
seabed litter

European Descriptor 10 of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive

Union Litter on the coastline, in the water surface layer and on the seafloor
Micro-litter in all matrices

France Targets for the legislation against waste and for circular economy
Targets for Marine Litter reduction

Germany As per EU MSFD and regional provisions (OSPAR, HELCOM)

Beach litter, litter on the seafloor
Plastic particles in the stomachs of seabirds (Northern fulmars)

India Solid waste including plastic waste segregation and processing
infrastructure

Plastic packaging covered under EPR for a particular year
Plastic Packaging waste recycled/processed in a particular year
Reuse of rigid plastic packaging

Use of recycled plastic content

Enforcement of ban on identified single use plastic items
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Country List of indicators

Quantification of beach litter through structured protocols
Marine plastic litter auditing after the natural calamity

ltaly Definitions of ENVIRONMENTAL TARGETS (Target) pursuant to
Ministerial Decree of February 15, 2019, according to the
implementation of the Directive 2008/56/EC.

Japan Amount of plastic waste generated, recycled, heat recovered,
incinerated without energy recovery, and landfilled

Amount of land-based litter collected, illegal dumping, and scattered
waste

Amount of marine litter collected by clean-up activities

Production capacity and amount of consumption of alternative
materials such as marine degradable plastics and paper

Increment of plastic waste generated, recycled, heat recovered,
incinerated without energy recovery, and landfilled, as a result of
international cooperation

Mexico No Indicators
Saudi Arabia Under Development
South Africa In South Africa, the majority of plastic waste still ends up in landfills.

Recycling is a key element of circulating plastic material in the
economy. However, while all plastics are technically recyclable, not all
plastics are currently recycled in practice in South Africa.

The end-use market demand for recycled material is still one of the
limiting factors for growth of the plastic recycling sector in South Africa.
This is largely linked to the competitive price of virgin plastic.

South Korea Working towards the goal of zero Marine plastic waste by 2050. Middle
target is reducing generation of MPL by 60% by 2030 compared to
2018

Turkiye The Marine Litter monitoring component as a part of National Marine

Monitoring Program covers all the seas around Turkiye, and the
indicators of Marine Litter were designed according to IMAP
(Integrated Marine Monitoring Program of Barcelona Convention) and
EU-MSFD (Marine Strategy Framework Directive).

United Marine litter is used as an indicator of clean seas, and indicators that
Kingdom feed into that include litter on beaches, on the seafloor and floating
litter.

OSPAR is currently working to develop new indicators to measure
microplastics in sediments

United States No indicators

of America

Invited / Other Countries
Antigua and Prohibition Orders for single-use plastic and polystyrene (shopping
Barbuda bags, straws, etc.)

Promotion of innovative solutions
Boosting multi-stakeholder involvement and awareness-raising
Beach clean-ups
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Country List of indicators

Mauritius Projects and research are currently being undertaken to eventually to
monitor microplastics in our marine environment which is also
transboundary in addition to local inland generation

The North-East Atlantic, OSPAR has developed several common indicators
Netherlands to monitor Marine Litter:
Beach litter

Plastic particles in fulmars
Study of supply chain of plastics

Spain Beach litter; Seafloor litter

Floating litter; Microplastics on beaches

Microplastics on the water surface

Microplastics on sediments

Citizen Science

Marine Litter in biota (ingestion and entanglement on marine turtles)

Sri Lanka The main indicator as per the National Action Plan is:
Percentage reduction of plastics entering oceans from land
Other indicators

The amount plastic waste in selected shoreline stretches

Plastic waste distance ratio kg/ km

Introducing indicator for floating plastic litter/sqg km and
microgram/sg m is under development

No. of beach Clean-up Programmes

No. of plastic traps established

No. of beach caretakers recruited

Quantity Plastic raw material imported

Percentage of violators of the regulations and its rectification
Percentage of increase in recycling facility

United Arab Amount and types of MPL in the seawater and sediment
Emirates Amount of marine litter collected by cleanup activities
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3. Measures and Achievements

This section provides the measures and achievements of countries in their fight against
marine plastic litter. From the implementation of policies and frameworks to promote
sustainable practices and waste management systems, to the introduction of regulations and
initiatives to reduce single-use plastics and promote recycling, countries have been actively
working to mitigate the impacts of plastic pollution on marine ecosystems. Responses from
twenty-nine countries were compiled to assess the measures and achievements in
managing, mitigating, and curbing marine plastic litter, aiming to identify trends. Popular
actions include improving waste management and recycling systems, conducting clean-up
activities along rivers and coasts, fostering multi-stakeholder partnerships for knowledge
sharing and awareness, and participating in international conventions to promote
conservation frameworks. These actions received affirmative responses from 26 countries.

In terms of specific measures, 76% countries have introduced Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR), while 83% countries have implemented measures to reduce single-use
plastics. Among regions targeted by numerous international cooperation projects, 59%
countries have initiatives/projects implemented in Southeast Asia, 45% countries have
initiatives in Latin America, and 35% countries have initiatives in Africa. Additionally, 48%
countries have taken steps to restrict microplastics in personal care products. It has also
been observed that 55% countries have initiated value chain financial incentive plans to
encourage fishermen to collect end-of-life fishing gear. Figure 3.1. illustrates the various
measures undertaken by countries to address marine plastic pollution.

# Countries that responded "Yes" for the initiatives

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) 25
Reduced single-use plastic 27
Restricting microplastics in personal care products 15
Improve waste management recycling 29
Human-centric actions for sustainable MPL management 22
Conduct clean-up activities 30
National/ community level action on clean sea initiatives 25
Value chain opportunity for fish gear 16
Incentives promoting collection of end-ofife fishing gears 10
Private sector action to reduce plastic waste 20
Technology based plastic waste re-use, recycling and recovery 22
Install capturing trapffilter on drainage/river 19
Promote innovative solutions 22
Boost multi-stakeholder involvement and awareness 30
Knowledge sharing: R&D and monitoring 27
Participate in international cooperation 29
Support target region : South, Central and Southeast Asia 18
Support target region : Africa 12

Support target region : Latin America 14
0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Figure 3.1: Measures undertaken by countries to address marine plastic litter.
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3.1. Prevention and reduction of plastic waste generation

Concerted global efforts towards reduction of global plastic waste generation ranging from
levying taxes and regulatory actions on single-use plastic products to community-based
awareness and actions have been major contributors to the reduction of marine plastic litter.
These actions can be classified into three broad categories:

1.Punitive Action:

Many countries are taking affirmative action to tackle the problem of single-use
plastic products, more targeted efforts may be needed to address the problem of
microplastics pollution

2.Supportive Action:
Numerous countries are currently undertaking substantial initiatives to encourage

circular product design. Such endeavors aim to prevent pollution without negatively
impacting the economy, while also creating new opportunities.

3.Community Action:

Several case studies exist that highlight the significance of community-led actions in
addressing plastic pollution, including beach clearing campaign.

Various methodologies implemented by countries to minimise the generation of plastic waste
are highlighted in this section. The summary of the responses is shown in the figure 3.2.
73% of the participating countries have implemented charges or taxes on single-use plastic
products, such as shopping bags and straws, while 63% countries have enforced complete
bans on the use of such products. In a trend towards technological development, 76.6%
countries have established frameworks to encourage sustainable and circular product
designs. With regard to microplastics, 47% countries have implemented policies for their
regulation, and 37% countries have policies in place for government actions on
microplastics. Additionally, four countries are currently in the process of developing similar
frameworks and 30% have highlighted the importance of community participation in
addressing marine plastic litter reduction (please see Tables 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, and Figure 3.2).
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Mo Response ™ In progress

[ Mot Implemented

# Countries
30 30 30 30 30
30 1 1
4 5
20 - .
23
10 22 19
14
1 g
3.1.1-Levy of 31.2-Banon 31.3-Actions 3.1.4 - Regulations 315- 3.1.6 - Community
charges/ faxes use of single-use  for sustainable  on microplastics Govermment actions on
for single-use plastic products ! circular actions on microplastics
plastic products product design microplastics

# countries responding among 30 submissions

Figure 3.2: Country responses to actions or initiatives.

Country responses to the questions related to charges, taxes/ban on single-use plastics are
given in Table 3.1.

Table 3.1: Country responses to charges/taxes/ban on single-use plastics

Policy implemented

3.1.1 - Levy of charges/ taxes for

3.1.2 - Ban on use of single-use

Country single-use plastic products (e.g. plastic products (e.g. shopping
shopping bags, straws) bags, straws)
G20 Members
Australia No Yes
2021 National Plastics Plan i
Phase outs
Brazil Yes No
Sector Agreement for Reverse
Logistics System for Packaging
Canada Yes Yes
Canada-wide Action Plan on Single-use Plastics Prohibition
Zero Plastic Waste Regulations
China Yes Yes

Notice on restricting the
production and sale of plastic
shopping bags

Opinions on Further
Strengthening Plastic Pollution
Control

Work Plan for Plastic Pollution
Control in the Civil Aviation
Industry (2021-2025)

35




“5th ed. of Report on Actions Against Marine Plastic Litter: Measures and Achievements

3.1.1 - Levy of charges/ taxes for

3.1.2 - Ban on use of single-use

Country single-use plastic products (e.g. plastic products (e.g. shopping
shopping bags, straws) bags, straws)
European Yes Not Available
Union The Plastic Bags Directive (2015)
and the Directive on the
reduction of the impact of certain
plastic products on the
environment (Single-Use Plastic
Directive) (2019)
France Yes Yes
Reinforcement of extended Progressive ban of some single
producer responsibility schemes use plastic products
Germany No Yes
Amendment of the Packaging Act
India No Yes
Plastic Waste Management
(Amendment) Rules, 2021
Italy Yes Yes
Transposition of DIRECTIVE 2018. National legislative
2019/904/EC in Italian D.Lgs measure
196/2021 2019. National legislative
measure
Japan Yes No
Charge for plastic shopping bags
Reducing the us
plastccc ont ai ni ng p
Targeted products:
Plastic shopping bags
Specified plastic products
Mexico No Yes
Single use plastic products
prohibition
South Africa :Yes Yes

Plastic Bag Regulations
Targeted products: Single-use
shopping bags

Banning of plastic bags that has
a thickness of less than 24
microns

Targeted products: Plastic
Carrier and Flat Bags

Saudi Arabia

Yes

No

Baseline Study and Business
model for implementing EPR or
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Country

3.1.1 - Levy of charges/ taxes for
single-use plastic products (e.g.
shopping bags, straws)

3.1.2 - Ban on use of single-use
plastic products (e.g. shopping
bags, straws)

user fee on single use plastic
bags

South Korea

Yes

Yes

Deposit system for disposable
cups

Regulation of Single-Use Items

Turkiye Yes No
Charging of plastic bags

United Yes Yes

Kingdom

Single Use Carrier Bags Charge
legislation
Plastic Packaging Tax

The Environmental Protection
(Plastic Straws, Cotton Buds and
Stirrers) (England) Regulations
2020

The Environmental Protection
(Cotton Buds) (Scotland) 2019
The Environmental Protection
(Single-use Plastic Products)
(Scotland) Regulations 2021
(legislation.gov.uk)

Unites States No No
of America
Invited / Other Countries
Antiguaand iNo Not Available
Barbuda
Costa Rica Yes Yes
Approval of the creation of Prohibition of single-use plastics
incentives (2%) for trade to in the public sector
replace single-use plastics. Prohibition of the entry of single-
use plastic into protected areas
Law to combat plastic pollution
and protect the environment
N0.9786-2019
Kiribati Yes Yes
Container Deposit Scheme, Customs Act 2019
Special Fund (Waste Recovery
Act & Regulation) 2004
Mauritius Yes Yes

Excise Duty introduced since
2006 on Beverage PET bottles

Banning through promulgation of:
The Environment Protection
(Control of Single Use Plastic
Products) Regulations 2020;

37




“5th ed. of Report on Actions Against Marine Plastic Litter: Measures and Achievements

3.1.1 - Levy of charges/ taxes for

3.1.2 - Ban on use of single-use

Country single-use plastic products (e.g. plastic products (e.g. shopping
shopping bags, straws) bags, straws)
The Environment Protection
(Banning of Plastic Bags)
Regulations 2020
Myanmar No No
The Yes Not available
Netherlands Implementation of the EU SUP
Directive Single-use plastics
(europa.eu)
Implementation of extension of
deposit system with plastic
bottles (July 2021) and metal
drinking cans (April 2023)
Norway Yes Yes
Implementation of relevant EU- I'n | i ne widitectel
directives banned single-use products:
Establishment of the Norwegian Cotton bud sticks, cutlery, plates,
Retailers' Environment Fund straws and stirrers, balloon sticks
(HMF). The fund's stated goals and attachment mechanisms for
are threefold: such sticks.
Reduce plastic pollution Food c(:jor:jtamlers made((gps)
. . expanded polystyrene :
Increase plastic recycling with or without a lid, for food
Redqce consumption of products that are intended to be
plastic bags eaten from the container without
further preparation either at the
point of sale or as take away
Beverage packaging made of
expanded polystyrene (EPS) and
corks and lids
Peru Yes Yes
Implement a customer-paid tax Ban of some single-use plastics
on the use of plastic bags (bags, straws, disposable
utensils)
Solomon Yes Yes
Islands Introduction of a plastic levy on Development of a Plastic
imports in January 2022 Regulation on single-use plastic
ban to be enforced by 1st
September 2023
Spain Yes Yes

Law 7/2022 on waste and
contaminated soils for a circular
economy

Royal Decree 293/2018 on
reducing the consumption of

The placing on the market of the
following products is prohibited:
Plastic products mentioned in
section B of Annex IV.

Any plastic product made of oxo-

38



https://ec.europa.eu/environment/topics/plastics/single-use-plastics_en
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/topics/plastics/single-use-plastics_en

“5th ed. of Report on Actions Against Marine Plastic Litter: Measures and Achievements

3.1.1 - Levy of charges/ taxes for

3.1.2 - Ban on use of single-use

Country single-use plastic products (e.g. plastic products (e.g. shopping
shopping bags, straws) bags, straws)
plastic bags. degradable plastic.
Future Royal Decree on Plastic microspheres of less than
packaging and packaging waste 5 millimeters added intentionally.
Sri Lanka Yes Not available
Charge for shopping bags
Singapore Under Development No
A charge for disposable carrier
bags at supermarkets will come
into effect from 3 July 2023
United Arab Yes Yes
Emirates : : : e :
Executive Council Resolution No. Ministerial Resolution No.380 of

(52) of 2022 Concerning
Reduction of the Use of Single-

2022 regarding regulation of the
use of single-use products in the

use Bags in the Emirate of Dubai countryo6s marke

The actions for promoting circular product design and regulations on microplastics
undertaken by countries are given in Table 3.2.

Table 3.2: Country responses related to circular product design and microplastics

3.1.3 - Actions for encouraging

Country sustainable / circular product 3.1.4 - Regulations on microplastics
design
G20 Members
Australia Yes Yes
National Packaging Targets Industry-led phase-out of
microbeads in rinse-off personal
care, cosmetic and cleaning
products sold in Australia
Brazil Yes No
Decree that establishes
reverse logistics for plastic
packaging
Canada Yes Yes

Canada-wide Action Plan on
Zero Plastic Waste

Microbeads in toiletries regulations
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3.1.3 - Actions for encouraging

Country sustainable / circular product 3.1.4 - Regulations on microplastics
design
Canadads compr
plastic waste agenda
China Yes Yes
Opinions on Further Opinions on Further Strengthening
Strengthening Plastic Pollution Plastic Pollution Control
Control Plastic Pollution Control Action
Development of Circular Plan (2021-2025)
Economy Plan (2021-2025) Marine Ecological Environment
Plastic Pollution Control Action Protection Plan (2021-2025)
Plan (2021-2025)
Notice of the General Office of
the State Council on Further
Strengthening the Control of
Excessive Packaging of
Commodities
European Yes Yes
Union Follow up to the Single-use Legislation on microplastics
Plastic Directive intentionally added to products
Proposal for a Regulation on
Eco-design for Sustainable
Products (ESPR)
France Yes Yes
Roadmap for circular economy Anti-waste Law of 2020
Germany Yes No
Amendment of the Packaging
Act
An extension of the
compulsory deposit to almost
all single-use plastic beverage
bottles and all beverage cans
since 2022
India Yes Under Development
Plastic Waste Management BI'S notification
(Amendment) Rules, 2022 i for cosmetic raw materials and
Guidelines for Extended adjuncts, Part 2: List of raw
Producer Responsibility on materials generally not recognized
Plastic Packaging as safe for wuse
incorporating non-biodegradable
polymeric microbeads in the
banned list
Italy Yes Yes

Programme of measures
according to Article 13 of the
MSFD (2021)

National legislative measure: ban
of microplastics in soaps, creams,

toothpastes (2018)
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Country

3.1.3 - Actions for encouraging
sustainable / circular product
design

3.1.4 - Regulations on microplastics

National Strategy for Circular
Economy

MEC (Minimum Environmental
Criteria)

Introduction of measures that
incentivize the eco-design of
textile products in the EPR
Italian system

Programme of measures according
to Article 13 of the MSFD (2021)

Japan

Yes

Yes

Enforcement of
environmentally friendly design
under the Act on Promotion of
Resource Circulation for
Plastics

Act on Promoting the Treatment of
Debris that Drift Ashore

Mexico

Yes

No

General Law of Circular
Economy Initiative

South Africa

Under Development

No

UNIDO project on Support for
transitioning from conventional
plastics to more
environmentally sustainable
alternatives.

Saudi Arabia

Yes

No

Mostadam Program: Green
building rating system
developed by the Ministry of
Housing of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia

South Korea

Yes

Yes

Evaluation System for

Regulations on the safety

Recyclability standards etc. of cosmetics (2017),

Designation of, and safety and
labeling standards for, consumer
chemical products subject to safety
verification (2020)

Turkiye No No

United Yes Yes

Kingdom The Resources and Waste

Strategy for England
Sustainable Production Goals
CEN Standard

UK Plastics Pact

Environmental protection
(Microbeads) (England)
Regulations 2017

The Environmental Protection
(Microbeads) (Scotland) 2018
Environmental Protection
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Country

3.1.3 - Actions for encouraging
sustainable / circular product
design

3.1.4 - Regulations on microplastics

(Microbeads) Regulations
(Northern Ireland) 2018

The Environmental Protection
(Microbeads) (Wales) 2018

Unites States
of America

Yes

Yes

Environmentally Preferable
Purchasing Program

Safer Choice and Design for
the Environment voluntary
certification programs

National Recycling Strategy:
Part One of a Series on
Building a Circular Economy
for All

Save Our Seas 2.0, Title 3,
Section 301 AN
for Reducing Plastic and Other
Waste in Waterways and
Oceans"

Microbead-Free Waters Act

Invited/Other Countries

Antigua and
Barbuda

Not available

No

Costa Rica

Under Development

Under Development

Kiribati

Under Development

No

Mauritius

Yes

No

Reduction in the weight of
beverage PET bottles through
reduction of the plastic content
in the design of the bottles and
caps.

Myanmar

No

No

The
Netherlands

Yes

Yes

Dutch economy to be
completely circular by 2050

REACH Restriction on intentionally
added microplastics at EU level
and a national policy programme
on micro plastics

Norway

Yes

Yes

Actively involved in EU-
processes on product design
Establishing a Plastic Pact

National regulation on granular infill
for artificial turfs
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Country

3.1.3 - Actions for encouraging
sustainable / circular product
design

3.1.4 - Regulations on microplastics

Peru

Yes

Yes

Clean Production Agreement
Supreme Decree N°003-2020-
PRODUCE Roadmap towards
a Circular Economy in the

I ndustry Secto

Law NA30884 fLaw
Single-Use Plastic and Disposable
Containers or Co

Solomon
Islands

No

No

Spain

Yes

Yes

From 3 July 2024, single-use
plastic, whose caps and
closures remain attached to
the container may be placed
on the market.

From 1 January 2025,
polyethylene terephthalate
bottles (hereinafter "PET
bottles") containing at least
25% recycled plastic,
calculated as an average of all,
may be placed on the market
From 1 January 2030, only
bottles, with 30% recycled
plastic, may be placed on the
market

Law 7/2022 of April 8, on waste
and contaminated soils for a
circular economy.

Sri Lanka

Yes

No

Alternative products are
promoted

Singapore

Yes

No

Mandatory Packaging
Reporting (MPR) Scheme/
Resource Sustainability Act
Packaging Partnership
Program (PPP)

Singapore Green Labelling
Scheme (SGLS)

United Arab
Emirates

Yes

Under Development

Several actions to encourage
sustainable and circular
product design
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The initiatives taken by the countries for wider stakeholder involvement in combating the
MPL issue are illustrated in Table 3.3

Table 3.3: Country responses related to key stakeholder involvement

3.1.5 - Government actions on

3.1.6 - Community actions on
microplastics including individual

Country . . and wider stakeholder
microplastics : -
involvement (e.g. businesses,
coastal community etc.)
G20 Members
Australia Under development Not available
Brazil No No
Canada Yes Yes
Addition of microbeads to Canadabds compr e
Schedule 1 of Canada plastic waste agenda
Environment Protection Act
Canada Environment Protection
Act (CEPA)
Microbeads in Toiletries
Regulations
Canada-wide Strategy and
Action Plan on Zero Plastic
Waste
Canadads compr e
plastic waste agenda
China Yes Not Available
Plastic Pollution Control Action
Plan (2021-2025)
European ) i
Union
France Yes No
Microfiber filter on washing
machines
Germany No No
India Yes Yes
Ban on the use of non-
biodegradable polymer in
personal care products from
2020
Italy Yes Yes

Design and testing of
experimental prototypes for the
removal of microplastics by
wastewater treatment plants

iLi fe Blue Lake
LIFE Programme (coordinated by
Legambiente)
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3.1.5 - Government actions on

3.1.6 - Community actions on
microplastics including individual

Country . . and wider stakeholder
microplastics . .
involvement (e.g. businesses,
coastal community etc.)
Japan Yes Yes
Harmonization of ocean surface Reduction of micro-beads
microplastics monitoring contained in body scrubs
methodologies
Mexico No No
South Africa Yes Yes

Microplastics research

Studies of Microplastics in Vaal
River

Saudi Arabia

No

No

South Korea

Yes

Yes

Cross-ministerial meeting on
microplastics

Legislative actions on
microplastics

Turkiye No No
United Yes Yes
Kingdom

Operation Clean Sweep

Operation Clean Sweep
The Great Nurdle Hunt

The Big Microplastic Survey
International Pellet Watch

Unites States Yes Not Available
of America Report on Microfiber Pollution (in
preparation)
Micro-bead-Free Water Act
Invited/Other Countries
Antiguaand No No
Barbuda
Costa Rica Under development Under development
Kiribati No No
Mauritius Under development Yes
The Environment Protection Act
2002 promotes Environmental
Stewardship and calls for
collective cleanup actions.
Myanmar No No
The Not Available Not Available

Netherlands
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3.1.5 - Government actions on

3.1.6 - Community actions on
microplastics including individual

Country . . and wider stakeholder
microplastics . .
involvement (e.g. businesses,
coastal community etc.)
Norway Yes Not Available
A national microplastics
monitoring program is
established to provide
information on levels and types
of microplastics in the
environment
Peru Yes Yes
Law NA30884 fdlLa Law NA30884 filLa
Regulates Single-Use Plastic Regulates Single-Use Plastic and
and Disposable Containers or Disposable Containers or
Containerso Containerso
Solomon No No
Islands
Spain Yes Not Available
Promotion of a certification
scheme on preventing pellet loss
in the plastic supply chan.
Sri Lanka Not Available Not Available
Singapore No No
United Arab  Under development Under development
Emirates
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3.2. Environmentally sound waste management

Several countries have policies to manage waste effectively and prevent it from entering the
oceans and studies on interlinking marine plastics and the blue economy is gaining
momentum.

In the face of escalating marine plastic pollution, adopting environmentally sound waste
management practices has become imperative to combat the pressing issue of ocean
pollution. This section explores the various environmentally friendly waste management
strategies adopted by countries across the globe to combat ocean pollution. 93% countries
have implemented proper waste management system interventions to prevent littering,
illegal dumping, and unintentional leakage of waste into the oceans (Figure 3.3). 90%
countries have also implemented measures to address these issues. Furthermore, 23%
countries are currently studying the linkages between marine litter and the blue economy
and considering policy or legal measures to address them, while 10% countries are still
Under Development in their efforts. An overview of all the responses has been presented in
Figure 3.3 and Table 3.4.

Mo Reponse In progress
Mot Implemented Falicy implemented
# countries
0 30 30 30
] 2 2
1
11
20
28 27 8
11] T 4
T
3.2.1 - Enforcement of proper 3.2.2 - Prevention of 3.2.3 - Study linkages
waste management system littering into the ocean between marine litter

and blue economy

# countries responding among total 30 submissions

Figure 3.3: Responses from countries to initiatives taken to ensure environmentally
sound waste management
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Table 3.4: Country-wise actions towards better waste management

Country

3.2.1 - Enforcement
of proper waste
management
system

3.2.2 - Prevention of
littering, illegal
dumping and

unintentional leakage of

waste into the ocean

3.2.3 - Are linkages
between marine litter
and blue economy
being studied by your
country? Has your
country taken any
policy/ legal measures
to address these
linkages?

G20 Members

Australia

Yes

Yes

Not Available

Ban on exports of
waste plastic,
paper, glass and
tires

2019 National Waste

Policy Action Plan to
implement the 2018

National Waste Policy

Australian Recycling
Investment Plan
Threat Abatement
Plan for the impacts
of marine debris on

the vertebrate wildlife
of Austr al

and oceans

National Plastics Plan

CSIRO Plastics
Innovation Hubs
Indo-Pacific Oceans
Initiative
Partnership with
National Centre for
Coastal Research

Brazil

Yes

Yes

No

National Reverse
Logistics Program
National
Information
System on Solid
Waste
Management
National Plan to
Solid Waste
Management
Recycling Credit
Certificate
Program
Management of
Material to be
Dredged in
Waters Under
National

Port State Control
and Naval
Inspections, carried
out by the Brazilian
Navy
Environmental
Permitting Process
and Inspections,
carried out by
Federal, State and
Municipal
Environmental
Agencies

GloLitter Partnerships

Programme, carried

out by the Ministry of

the Environment
(coordinator), the
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Country 3.2.1 - Enforcement 3.2.2 - Prevention of 3.2.3 - Are linkages
of proper waste littering, illegal between marine litter
management dumping and and blue economy
system unintentional leakage of being studied by your

waste into the ocean country? Has your
country taken any
policy/ legal measures
to address these
linkages?
Jurisdiction and Brazilian Navy, the
its Final Aquaculture and
Disposition into Fisheries National
Fresh and Marine Secretariat and the
Waters National Waterways
Transportation
Agency.
Canada Yes Yes Yes
Ghost Gear Fund Condition of license in Ghost Gear Fund
Canadabs all commercial
comprehensive fisheries prohibiting
zero plastic waste the depositing of
agenda garbage into the
ocean from fishing
vessels
Canada-wide Action
Plan on Zero Plastic
Waste
Canadabs z
waste agenda
Commission on
Environmental
Cooperation (Marine
Litter Project)
China Yes Yes Yes
Opinions on Opinions on Further Several opinions on
Further Strengthening Plastic accelerating the

Strengthening
Plastic Pollution
Control

Plastic Pollution
Control Action
Plan (2021-2025)
Several Opinions
on Further
Promoting the
Work of
Separating
Domestic Waste
Notice on Further
Strengthening the
Construction and

Pollution Control
Plastic Pollution
Control Action Plan
(2021-2025)
Marine Ecological
Environment
Protection Plan
(2021-2025)
Action Plan for the
Uphill Battles for

Integrated Bohai Sea

Management
Action Plan for

green development of
aquaculture

Opinions on
strengthening the
ecological supervision
of mariculture

Deepening the Battle
for the Protection and

49




“5th ed. of Report on Actions Against Marine Plastic Litter: Measures and Achievements

Country 3.2.1 - Enforcement 3.2.2 - Prevention of 3.2.3 - Are linkages
of proper waste littering, illegal between marine litter
management dumping and and blue economy
system unintentional leakage of being studied by your
waste into the ocean country? Has your
country taken any
policy/ legal measures
to address these
linkages?
Management of Restoration of the
Rural Domestic Yangtze River
Waste Collection
and Disposal
System
European Yes Yes Not Available
Union EU Waste Directive on Port
Framework Reception Facilities
Directive (EU) 2019/883
France Yes Yes Not Available
Simplify the On-land actions
sorting process Actions on rivers and
for citizens and waste and rainwater
extend it to all Actions on the
types of seashore and at sea
household
plastics
Communication
through medias
Experiment
deposit schemes
create a new EPR
organization
Germany No No No
India Yes Yes Yes
Plastic Waste Plastic Waste National Marine Litter
Management Management Rules, Policy (under
Rules, 2016, 2016, 2022 preparation)
2022 Solid Waste Pradhan Mantri
Solid Waste Management Rules, Matsya Sampada
Management 2016 Yojana (PMMSY)
Rules, 2016 Coastal Regulation National Action Plan
Zone Notification on Marine Plastic
2011, 2019 Litter from Sea based
Mission LiFE sources
(Lifestyle for the National Policy on
Environment) Marine Fisheries,
2017
Italy Yes Yes Not Available
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Country 3.2.1 - Enforcement 3.2.2 - Prevention of 3.2.3 - Are linkages
of proper waste littering, illegal between marine litter
management dumping and and blue economy
system unintentional leakage of being studied by your
waste into the ocean country? Has your
country taken any
policy/ legal measures
to address these
linkages?
National D.Lgs 197/2021.
Programme for
Waste
Management
Japan Yes Yes Yes
Enforcement of Prevention of littering, Implementation of the
proper waste illegal dumping and Basic Act on Ocean
management unintentional leakage Policy and the
systems of waste into the National Action Plan
ocean for Marine Plastic
Litter
Mexico Yes No No

Sound waste
prevention and
management
programs are
developed in the
municipal and
regional level

Not at the federal
level. In 2018, the
German Agency for
International
Cooperation (Gl2),
the company
LafargeHolcim and its
subsidiary company
GEOCYCLE, together
with the government
of the state of
Quintana Roo,
collaborated on the
OLAS (Clean
Oceans) project,
whose main objective
was to prevent plastic
waste generated on
land from reaching
aguatic ecosystems.
(https://coprocesamie
nto.org/olas-cierra-
2019-con-buenos-
resultados/)

Yes

South Africa Yes No
Environmental Municipal Cleaning
Management and Greening
Inspectors

Saudi Arabia Y€S Not Available Not Available
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Country

3.2.1 - Enforcement
of proper waste

3.2.2 - Prevention of
littering, illegal

3.2.3 - Are linkages
between marine litter

management dumping and and blue economy
system unintentional leakage of being studied by your
waste into the ocean country? Has your
country taken any
policy/ legal measures
to address these
linkages?
New Waste
Management Law
and Implementing
regulations
South Korea Yes Yes No

Installation of
Citizen-friendly
Waste Treatment
Facilities

The 3rd national
action plan on rivers

and estuaries (2021-

2025)
Fishing Gear

management system

Yes Yes Under development
Tarkiye Environmental Environmental Law
Law amendment
United Yes Yes No
Kingdom Port Waste International
Trapping or Convention for the
screening of Prevention of
drainage / rivers Pollution from Ships
Pollution (MARPOL)
Prevention and UK Regulations on
Control Act 1999 the Prevention of
Environmental Pollution by Garbage
Protection Act from Ships 2020 (S.I.
1990 2020/621)
Environment Act The UKO6s P
1995 Reception Facilities
Regulations (S.1
2003/1809)
Unites States Yes Yes Yes
of America Resource EPA Trash Free Produced s
Conservation and Waters Economic Impacts of
Recovery Act NOAA Marine Debris Marine Debris on
(EPA) Program Prevention Beach Recr
Grants Solid Waste

Infrastructure for
Recycling (SWIFR)
Grant Program
Consumer Recycling
Education and
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Country 3.2.1 - Enforcement 3.2.2 - Prevention of 3.2.3 - Are linkages
of proper waste littering, illegal between marine litter
management dumping and and blue economy
system unintentional leakage of being studied by your

waste into the ocean country? Has your
country taken any
policy/ legal measures
to address these
linkages?
Outreach Grant
Program
Invited / Other Countries
Antiguaand Yes Yes Under development
Barbuda Litter Control and Litter Control and
Prevention Act, Prevention Act, 2019
2019
Costa Rica Yes Yes Under development
Innovative Law National Marine
and National Waste Plan
Waste Plan PROMAR project
National Strategy (Dominican Republic,
for Single-use Colombia and Costa
Plastic Rica)
National Strategy
for the Recovery,
Separation and
Recovery of
Waste (Recycling
Strategy)
Kiribati Yes Yes No
Environment Act Environment Act 2021
2021, Kiribati
Waste
Management and
Resource
Recovery
Strategy
Mauritius Yes Yes Yes
Designated Littering, illegal Plastic Expedition in

specific locations
(civic amenity
centres) to
segregate waste
into various
components
including plastic
waste.

dumping into the
ocean is an offence
under the
Environment
Protection Act 2002.
Unintentional waste
into the ocean may
entail enforcement
notices under the

the Indian Ocean-
ExPlol, involving the
Seychelles, Mauritius,
Comoros,
Madagascar, Reunion
Island
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Country 3.2.1 - Enforcement 3.2.2 - Prevention of 3.2.3 - Are linkages
of proper waste littering, illegal between marine litter
management dumping and and blue economy
system unintentional leakage of being studied by your

waste into the ocean country? Has your
country taken any
policy/ legal measures
to address these
linkages?
above Act.
Government conducts
regular sensitization
and awareness
campaigns against
littering and illegal
dumping.
Myanmar Not Available Not Available Not Available
The Yes Yes Not Available
Netherlands National waste National agreement
management plan on additional
(Landelijk measures to tackle
Afvalbeheerplan, persistent floaters by
LAP3), in asking for additional
compliance with and stricter prewash
the European procedures in the
Waste harbor of Rotterdam
Framework
Directive

Norway Yes Yes Not Available
Chapter 10A Norwegian Pollution
establishes Control Act
mandatory sorting
of biological
waste and plastic
waste
Regulations
entered into force
1 January 2023.
requires
municipalities to
sort at least 70 %
of plastic waste
from households
by 2035

Peru Yes Yes No
Legislative Legislative Decree
Decree N°1278 NA1278 WaSe
ASol i d We Management
Management Law NA3088
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Country 3.2.1 - Enforcement 3.2.2 - Prevention of 3.2.3 - Are linkages
of proper waste littering, illegal between marine litter
management dumping and and blue economy
system unintentional leakage of being studied by your

waste into the ocean country? Has your
country taken any
policy/ legal measures
to address these
linkages?
Lawo that Regulates Single-
Use Plastic and
Disposable
Containers or
Containers
Solomon Yes Yes Yes
Islands Tipping fees Waste discharge Ocean Policy
introduced license from
Licensing of prescribed premises
prescribed under the
business Environment Act 1998
Waste Awareness &
Discharged Education (including
license from billboard installations
prescribed in various locations,
premises community and
school programmes,
radio programmes,
social media
platforms)
Installation of Litter
Boom in Mataniko
Sea front by SIPA
Provision of waste
bins for domestic
shipping industry
Spain Yes Yes Not Available

Law 7/2022 on
waste and
contaminated
soils for a circular
economy.
Several Royal
Decrees for EPR:
Royal Decree
646/2020 on
landfill disposal of
waste.

Royal Decree
553/2020 on
waste shipment
within Spain.

Marine strategies.
Law 7/2022 on waste
and contaminated
soils for a circular
economy.

Royal Decree
293/2018 on reducing
the consumption of
plastic bags

Circular Economy
Plan & Strategy
Future RD on
packaging and
packaging waste
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Country 3.2.1 - Enforcement 3.2.2 - Prevention of 3.2.3 - Are linkages
of proper waste littering, illegal between marine litter
management dumping and and blue economy
system unintentional leakage of being studied by your

waste into the ocean country? Has your
country taken any
policy/ legal measures
to address these
linkages?
Law 5/2013 on
integrated
pollution
prevention and
control
(incineration)
Sri Lanka Yes Yes Not Available
National Policy on Surakimu Ganga
Waste Programme, etc.
Management
Singapore Yes Yes No
Control of waste Damming up tidal
disposal. rivers to form
Anti-littering and reservoirs
waterways clean- Collect and treat all
up measures, used water
Integrated and Party to all six
comprehensive Annexes of the
solid waste International Maritime
management and Organi sati
collection system International
Convention for the
Prevention of
Pollution from Ships
(MARPOL)
United Arab  Yes Yes Under Development
Emirates National Agenda The UAE Federal Law
for waste No. 24 of 1999 on the
management Protection and

Development of the
Environment
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3.3. Clean-up of marine plastic litter

Many countries have taken affirmative action to clean up litter from beaches and oceans,
and significant efforts have been put in by countries towards the targeted clean-up of marine
ecosystems. These initiatives can broadly be categorized as:

1.Removal of plastic waste from the beaches (land-based)
2. Removal of waste from the oceans.

According to the shared responses, 97% countries have taken systematic efforts towards the
collection of scattered waste littering the beaches. Further, 66% of them have noted a
positive development since this initiative. 80% countries have taken action to remove plastic
litter from the oceans and 50% countries have mentioned that this has improved the
prevailing conditions. Figure 3.5 and Table 3.5 shows the responses from the countries.

Mo Response In progress
Mot Implemented Folicy implemented
# countries P ¥ imp
30 30
4
20
29
24
10
0
3.3.1 - Collection of 3.3.2 - Remaval of plastic
scattered waste on beach litter from the ocean

# countries responding among total 30 submissions

Figure 3.4: Land and ocean based plastic waste removal by various countries

Table 3.5: Country-wise actions towards removal of Marine Litter

3.3.1 - Collection of scattered 3.3.2 - Removal of plastic litter from
Country
waste on beach the ocean
G20 Members
Australia Yes Yes
Australian Government Ghost Australian Government Ghost Nets
Nets Initiative: Indigenous Initiative
Rangers Coastal Clean-ups
Project.

Environment Restoration Fund
Communities Environment
Program

CSIRO Ghost Nets Research
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3.3.1 - Collection of scattered

3.3.2 - Removal of plastic litter from

SRl waste on beach the ocean

Brazil No No

Canada Yes Yes
Ghost Gear Fund Ghost Gear Fund retrieval projects
Canada-wide Action Plan on Canada-wide Action Plan on Zero
Zero Plastic Waste Plastic Waste
Canadads zero | Canadads zero pl
agenda agenda

China Yes Yes
Opinions on Further Opinions on Further Strengthening
Strengthening Plastic Pollution Plastic Pollution Control
Control Plastic Pollution Control Action
Plastic Pollution Control Action Plan (2021-2025)
Plan (2021-2025) Marine Ecological Environment
Marine Ecological Environment Protection Plan (2021-2025)
Protection Plan (2021-2025) Notice on Special Action Plan for
Action Plan for the Waste Cleaning Up in Rivers,
Comprehensive Management Lakes and Seas (2022)
of Key Marine Areas
Notice on Special Action Plan
for Waste Cleaning Up in
Rivers, Lakes and Seas (2022)

European Yes Yes

Union World Clean-up Day 2018 Port Reception Facilities Directive

European Maritime, Fisheries and
Aquaculture Fund

France Yes Yes
Support clean-up campaign France is | eadin
organized by NGOs on program by EU
beaches and along the
coastlines.
Launch of the citizen science
platform on marine litter to
identify the clean-up actions
taking place.

Germany Yes Yes
The AReduction The AReduction o
present in the marine present in the m
environmento i ¢ is part of the German Programme
German Programme of of Measures under the MSFD
Measures under the MSFD (Measure UZ5-07)
(Measure UZ5-07)

India Yes Yes
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3.3.1 - Collection of scattered

3.3.2 - Removal of plastic litter from

SRl waste on beach the ocean
Swachh Sagar, Surakshit Swachh Sagar, Surakshit Sagar
Sagar (Clean Coast, Safe (Clean Coast, Safe Seas)
Seas) Swachhata Action Plan
Swachh-Nirmal Tat Abhiyan Coastal Clean Seas
(Beach Cleaning Campaign) Suchitwa Sagaram
Blue Flag certification
Yes Yes
Italy Clean up initiatives by national Initiative of the Ministry of the
NGOs: Legambiente, Marevivo, Environment and Energy Security
WWF and others. to clean up the sea of Marine Litter
National programme Mo.Ri.net
(Monitoring, Census, Collection
and Recycling of Ghost Nets:
Fishermen as protagonists of sea
conservation). The programme was
conducted by ISPRA, PolieCo,
Siena University, Capo Carbonara
MPA and Asinara National Park
Transposition of DIRECTIVE
2019/883/EC in Italian D.Lgs
197/2021.on port reception
facilities for the delivery of waste
from ships
Yes Yes
Japan Collection of scattered waste Removal of plastic litter from the
on land ocean
Mexico Yes Not Available
Beach cleanups focused on
reduce marine plastic litter
South Africa Yes Yes
National Working for the Coast Beach Clean ups
Programme NGOb6s which are

Good Green Deeds programme
The Source to Sea Litter
Combatting Project

Annual International Coastal
Clean-up Day

specifically to do beach clean ups

Saudi Arabia

Yes

Yes

fiNati onal Act i
sustainable management of
Marine Litter in the Red Sea
coast of Saudi Arabia

National Program for Reducing
Marine Litter,

Aims to address the sources of
Marine Litter, improve waste
management practices, and
enhance the conservation of
marine ecosystems

South Korea

Yes

Yes
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3.3.1 - Collection of scattered

3.3.2 - Removal of plastic litter from

Gy waste on beach the ocean
Marine environment keepers National Marine Litter removal
project
Turkiye Yes Yes
Provincial Action Plan on Provincial Action Plan on Marine
Marine Litter Litter
United Yes Yes
Kingdom The Great British Beach Clean KIMO Fishing for Litter
(Marine Conservation Society)
Unites States Yes Yes
of America NOAA Marine Debris Program NOAA Marine Debris Program
Removal Grants Removal Grants
Invited / Other Countries
Antigua and Yes No
Barbuda National clean-up days and
NGOO6S bea<ups cl ¢
Costa Rica Yes Yes
Guide for the Collection of Conditioning of a Coast Guard
Waste on the Beach service boat
Recovery of fishing gear
abandoned at sea
Kiribati Yes No
Pickathon Cleanup
Mauritius Yes Yes
The Beach Authority is Government in collaboration with
responsible for maintaining and relevant stakeholders carries out
cleaning of public beaches in cleaning of the lagoons
Mauritius
Myanmar Yes Not Available
Beach Clean-up activities by
local government and NGOs
The Yes Yes

Netherlands

Beach cleanup initiatives

Support of the The Ocean Cleanup
with agreement

Norway

Yes

Yes

A National Centre against
Marine Litter (Marfo)
Support of the NGO Keep
Norway Beautiful

The Norwegian |

Fishing for Litter

Norwegian Directorate of Fisheries
has organized annual clean-up
surveys for lost or abandoned
fishing gear
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Country

3.3.1 - Collection of scattered
waste on beach

3.3.2 - Removal of plastic litter from
the ocean

Environment Fund (HMF)

Peru

Yes

No

Campaign "Save Beaches"

Solomon
Islands

Yes

Yes

International Coastal Cleanup
Day events

Marine Litter Training &
cleanups under SWAP Project
Coastal beach-up during WED
and by small, organized youth
groups & organizations in
Honiara and Provinces

Installation of litter boom in front of
Honiara Sea front by SIPA

Spain

Yes

Yes

Financing of clean-up activities

Fishing for litter
ALDFG

Sri Lanka

Yes

Yes

Carry out International coastal
cleanup day programme

Carry out beach cleaning in
more than 100 sites

Establish beach caretakers
programme to clean selected
beach areas in daily basis more
than 120 km were cleaned
Carry out fishing harbour
cleaning program

Underwater cleaning programme at
selected sensitive ecosystem area
such coral reef

Singapore

Yes

Yes

Beach clean-ups

Dive clean-ups

United Arab
Emirates

Yes

Yes

Clean-up Campaigns organized
by the Ministry of Climate
Change and Environment with
federal, local entities, NGOs,
private sectors, and public
volunteers

Clean up UAE (by Emirates
Environmental Group)
Clean-Up Arabia campaign (by
Emirates Diving Association)
Clean-Up the Gulf (by Borouj)

Clean-up Campaigns organized by
the Ministry of Climate Change and
Environment with federal, local
entities, NGOs, private sectors,
and public

Clean-Up Arabia campaign (by the
EDA)

Advanced and Innovative Clean-up
Campaign (drone, marine scraper,
etc.)
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3.4. Promotion of innovative solutions

Innovative solutions play a pivotal role in combating marine plastic pollution. The
development of biodegradable plastics, circular product designs, the implementation of
advanced waste management technologies, the promotion of public-private partnerships,
and innovative solutions offer promising avenues for tackling this global challenge. This
section covers the efforts taken by countries in this direction.

In terms of promoting innovative solutions, 83% of countries have reported policies to
encourage plastic alternatives, such as biodegradable plastics and circular product design,
which includes the use of recycled materials or closed-loop recycling. Since the
implementation of these policies, 64% of the countries have witnessed a positive impact,
indicating the effectiveness of these measures.

Moreover, 73% of the countries have emphasized the importance of public-private
partnerships as an innovative solution to addressing the issue of marine plastic litter. Over
time, 50% of the countries have observed a positive impact as a result of these partnerships.
However, 27% countries have mentioned that they have not yet seen a positive impact
(Figure 3.5 and Table 3.6).

Mo Response In progress
# countries Mot Implemented Falicy implemented
30 30
3':' T 2
2 4
1
20 A
25
10 - 22
0
3.4.1 - Encourage plastic alternatives 3.4.2 - Public-private partnerships

for innovative solution

# countries responding amang total 30 submissions

Figure 3.5: Innovative solutions by countries to tackle MPL

Table 3.6 Country-wise inputs received towards innovative solution

Country 3.4.1 - Policy actions for 3.4.2 - Public-private partnerships
encouraging plastic alternatives for creating and implementing
(e.g. biodegradable plastics, innovative solution

circular product design 1 including
use of recycled materials or
closed-loop recycling)

G20 Members

Australia Yes No
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Country

3.4.1 - Policy actions for
encouraging plastic alternatives
(e.g. biodegradable plastics,
circular product design 1 including
use of recycled materials or
closed-loop recycling)

3.4.2 - Public-private partnerships
for creating and implementing
innovative solution

Australian Circular Economy Hub
Australian Circular Economy
Ministerial Advisory Group

Brazil

Under Development

No

Canada

Yes

Yes

Ghost Gear Fund
Canadads compretlt
plastic waste agenda

Single-use Plastics Prohibition
Regulations

Canadabds compr et
plastic waste agenda

China

Yes

Yes

Opinions on Further
Strengthening Plastic Pollution
Control

Plastic Pollution Control Action
Plan (2021-2025)

Opinions on Further
Strengthening Plastic Pollution
Control

Plastic Pollution Control Action
Plan (2021-2025)

European
Union

Yes

Yes

Commission Implementing
Decision of 10.2.2021 on a
standardization request to the
European Committee for
Standardisation as regards
circular design of fishing gear in
support of Directive (EU)
2019/904

Policy Framework for Biobased,
biodegradable and compostable
plastics

Plastics Circularity Multiplier
group

France

Yes

Yes

Definition of standard ranges of
reusable packaging for the
catering sector, as well as for
fresh produce and drinks

Decree no. 2022-507 of April 8,
2022 relating to the minimum
proportion of reused packaging to
be placed on the market each
year

Identifying new fishing gears that
intend to prevent impacts in the
marine environment

In 2020, the Ministry of ecological
transition launched the basis for
an Accelerating Strategy
ifRecycl aklingand vy,
reincorporation
order to support innovation in the
private sector

ADEME has planned to launch a
study in 2021 to characterise the
sources of recoverable waste in
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Country

3.4.1 - Policy actions for
encouraging plastic alternatives
(e.g. biodegradable plastics,
circular product design 1 including
use of recycled materials or
closed-loop recycling)

3.4.2 - Public-private partnerships
for creating and implementing
innovative solution

France

Germany

Yes

No

Criteriafori Reus ab |l
go for food and beverages (DE-
Uz 210)06 of the
ecol abel nBl ue
Amendment of the Packaging Act

-C

e -s

/

India

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises (MSMES),
Steps are also being taken to
promote the manufacturing of
alternatives to banned single-use
plastic items by bringing in
technology and innovations,
facilitating credit availability.

Ghost Gear Upcycling

Italy

Yes

Yes

Programme of measures
according to Article 13 of the
MSFD (2021).

MEC (Minimum Environmental
Criteria)

Tax credit for the purchase of
recycled materials from separate
waste collection

Rivers anti-pollution barriers

Japan

Yes

Yes

Policy actions for encouraging
plastic alternatives

Clean Ocean Material Alliance
(CLOMA)

Mexico

No

No

Some local governments have
promoted the use of
biodegradable materials,
particularly compostable ones,
but they have faced other
problems such as the lack of
laboratories to certify the material,
as well as the lack of monitoring
activities.

South Africa

Yes

Yes

National Waste Manegement
Strategy

Extended Producer Responsibility
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Country 3.4.1 - Policy actions for 3.4.2 - Public-private partnerships
encouraging plastic alternatives for creating and implementing
(e.g. biodegradable plastics, innovative solution
circular product design 1 including
use of recycled materials or
closed-loop recycling)

Saudi Arabia Yes Yes

New law and regulations

Some initiatives are currently
under consideration

South Korea

Yes

Yes

Biodegradable fishing gears
dissemination

Target Utilization Rate of
Recycled Raw Materials

Adopt-a-beach project

Turkiye Not Avaiable Not Available

United Yes Yes

Kingdom A call for evidence was Research and Innovation Fund
undertaken on the need for Plastics and Waste Innovation
standards for bio-based, Fund
biodegradable, and compostable Smart Sustainable Plastic
plastics, noting numerous Packaging
concerns. Sustainable Manufacturing and
Minded to consult on ban of oxo- Environmental Pollution (SMEP)
degradable plastics.
We will do further work on
measures to increase reuse and
refill.

Unites No No

States of

America

Invited/Other Countries

Antigua and Yes Yes

Barbuda Prohibition Order for Shopping Closing the Plastic Tap
Plastic Bags and Polystyrene

Costa Rica Yes Yes
Circular Economy Strategy Circular Economy Strategy
Diagnosis of the existence of Rethinking plastic consumption:
natural fibers that replace single- from ideas to action
use plastic.
Incorporation of at least 50%
recycled material in the design of
packaging, packaging and bottles

Kiribati Yes Yes

Waste repurposing trainings with

local communities using plastics

Promoting reusable shopping
bags instead of plastic shopping
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Country 3.4.1 - Policy actions for 3.4.2 - Public-private partnerships
encouraging plastic alternatives for creating and implementing
(e.g. biodegradable plastics, innovative solution
circular product design 1 including
use of recycled materials or
closed-loop recycling)
as materials bags
Mauritius Yes Yes
Promotion of alternatives to Government provides support to
plastics Small and Medium Enterprises
(Tax rebate, loan scheme, etc)
Myanmar Not Available Not Available
The Yes Yes
Netherlands Programme Fisheries for a Clean
Sea
Programme Clean Beaches
Norway Yes Yes
Through the EU (Norway as part Nor wegian Retail
of the EEA agreement) a new Fund and the Research Council
target is set on incorporating 25% of Norway (RCN) have a joint
of recycled plastic in PET project on supporting research on
beverage bottles from 2025, and circular solutions for plastics
30% in all plastic beverage bottles including reuse and recycling
from 2030
Initiatives for better product
design supported by Innovation
Norway
Peru Yes Yes
Technical Regulation on Clean production Programs
Biodegradable Plastic Bags between the government and
(Supreme Decree No. 025-2021- private companies
PRODUCE)
Clean Production Programs
between the government of Peru
and private companies
National Competitiveness and
Productivity Policy (Decree
Supremo N° 345-2018-EF)
National Competitiveness and
Productivity Plan, Supreme
Decree N° 237-2019-EF)
Solomon Yes Yes
Islands Pyrolysis system by Design Establishment of SIRWMA
Technology Pl astic Wise Gi3z

Strongim Bisnis Gizo
Positive change for marine life
Clean Op
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Country 3.4.1 - Policy actions for 3.4.2 - Public-private partnerships
encouraging plastic alternatives for creating and implementing
(e.g. biodegradable plastics, innovative solution
circular product design 1 including
use of recycled materials or
closed-loop recycling)
Extended Producer Responsibility
by Solbrew
Positive Change for Marine Life
doing separate household of
recyclables (plastics, aluminum
cans, PET)
Spain Yes Yes
Guide of Circular Economy Best Guide of Circular Economy Best
Practices Practices
Circular Strategy and Plan
Law 7/2022 on waste and
contaminated soils for a circular
economy
Royal Decree 293/2018 on
reducing the consumption of
plastic bags
Sri Lanka Yes Yes
Singapore  Yes Yes
Zero Waste Masterplan Engage domestic stakeholders to
Chemical Recycling of Plastic reduce the amount of solid waste,
Waste generated and disposed of,
including plastics.
United Arab Yes Not Available
Emirates Abu Dhabi Emirate Single Use
Plastic Policy

Ministry of Climate Change and
Environment, Coalition Circle
Pledge to Transform Plastic

Recycling Model in Abu Dhabi
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3.5. Education and awareness

Enhancing the understanding and knowledge on the impacts of marine pollution, its sources,
and potential solutions is highly essential. Education empowers governments to make
informed decisions, and individuals, communities, and other stakeholders aware of the
impacts of marine plastic litter. Targeted awareness campaigns, educational programs, and
community engagement initiatives bring a behavioural change and a sense of stewardship
towards our marine ecosystems. This section examines the steps taken by countries
towards encouraging community awareness to prevent Marine Litter.

While compiling efforts to raise education and awareness, it was noted that 87% of the
countries have reinforced their education system and/or curriculum to create public
awareness on issues related to marine plastic litter. In terms of awareness-raising
campaigns, 97% of the countries conduct campaigns at the national level, 60% at the local
level, and 70% at the international/regional level, specifically targeting marine plastic litter.
Additionally, it was observed that 50% of the countries have experienced the benefits of
reinforcing their education system and/or curriculum to encourage public awareness of
marine plastic litter issues. Furthermore, 60% of the countries have observed long-term
benefits from running awareness-raising campaigns, 30% at the national level and 27% at
the local level (Figure 3.6, Table 3.8).

Mo Response In progress
) . Mot Implemented Falicy implementad
# countries
a0 30 30 30 30
1
1
2 1
a8
3
20 4
26 29
10 18 21
0
3.5.1 - Education 3.5.2 - Awareness- 352- 3.5.2 - Awareness-
system for raising campaigns Awareness-raising  raising campaigns -
encouraging - Mational campaigns - Local  International/Regional

public awareness

# countries responding among total 30 submissions

Figure 3.6: Actions taken by countries in for creating public awareness on the issue of
MPL
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Table 3.8: Country-wise actions for encouraging public awareness on MPL

Country 3.5.1 - Education system and/or 3.5.2 - Awareness-raising
curriculum for encouraging campaigns related to MPL - National
public awareness on MPL
issues

G20 Countries
Australia Yes Yes
Australia is implementing the
Threat Abatement Plan for the
impacts of marine debris on
vertebrate wildl
coasts and oceans (TAP).
Plastic Free Beaches
National Consumer Education
Campaign on the ARL
MOU with Tangaroa
Blue/Australian Marine Debris
Initiative
Brazil Yes Yes
Online course: Conscious Awareness-raising and informative
behavior in the coastal and material
marine zone: combating
Marine Litter
Canada Yes Yes
The Ghost Gear Program Canadabés compreh
The Zero Plastic Waste plastic waste agenda
Initiative
China Yes Yes
"Marine Ecology Protection Opinions on Further Strengthening
Publicity Campaign in Schools" Plastic Pollution Control
Plastic Pollution Control Action
Plan (2021-2025)
3. Marine Ecological Environment
Protection Plan (2021-2025)
European Yes Yes
Union Network of European Blue Awareness raising campaign
Schools
France Yes Yes
In 2020, the Ministry has Actions on the seashore and at sea
launchedthei Beac hes Awareness raising actions
plastic litter Multi-stakeholder involvement

Germany Yes Yes

The Al ncl usi on Runder Tisch Meeresmiill (RTM,
Marine Litter www.muell-im-meer.de)
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Country 3.5.1 - Education system and/or 3.5.2 - Awareness-raising
curriculum for encouraging campaigns related to MPL - National
public awareness on MPL
issues

is part of the German

Programme of Measures under

the MSFD (Measure UZ5-01)

India Yes Yes

National Education Policy, Beach Environment & Aesthetic

2020 Management Service (BEAMS)

Climate Literacy and Marine Swachh Sagar, Surakshit Sagar

Litter Management (CLMLM) (Clean Coast, Safe Sea)
Swachh-Nirmal Tat Abhiyan
060Green Good Deed
promote environmental awareness
and to mobilize
participation for conservation of
environment

Italy Yes Yes

ISPRA, organizes APl astic freeodo c
environmental education by Ministry of Ecological Transition
initiatives for sustainability that involves different actors

The Researchers' Night (municipalities, universities etc.)
promoted by the European Awareness-raising campaigns
Commission (EC) since 2005 related to MPL promoted by NGOs
Scienzalnsieme to promote (Marevivo, WWF etc.)

scientific dissemination " Strategia nazionale per la lotta
Ministry of Education: contro I 6ingquina
iRi generazione (National strategy to combat plastic
programme pollution) T Under Development

Japan Yes Yes

Marine Litter Learning Plastics Smart
Materials (for elementary and UMIGOMI Zero Week
junior high school students and Good Practices for Reducing
high school students) Microplastics
Marine Plastic Litter Academic
Symposium
Mexico No Yes
SEMARNAT has carried out some
information campaigns such as the
following:
"No straw is fine"
"Protection of Mexico's oceans,
seas and coasts"
"For our health and the planet's
health, no disposable plastics, use
reusable"
South Africa  Yes Yes
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Country 3.5.1 - Education system and/or 3.5.2 - Awareness-raising
curriculum for encouraging campaigns related to MPL - National
public awareness on MPL
issues

Municipal Cleaning and Good Green Deeds programme
Greening Programme
Saudi Arabia Yes Yes

Key component of the National
Action Plan

The National Action Plan for
sustainable management of Marine
Litter in the Red Sea coast of Saudi
Arabia

South Korea

Yes

Yes

Online platform for ocean
environment education

Marine debris 'picking up + jogging'
campaign in 2022

Moving class for ocean "Tel |l me ! campaigri irc k
environment 2023
Turkiye Yes Yes
Zero Waste Blue Movement Zero Waste Blue Movement
United Yes Yes
Kingdom British-Irish Council Defra | aunched t

commitment the UK is working
to facilitate marine litter
education materials for
professional fishers

The UK funds the Tide Turners
Plastic Challenge, which is an
environmental education and
youth (18-35) engagement
programme delivered by the
United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP)

anti-litter campaign in 2018 with
Keep Britain Tidy.

Unites States

Yes

Yes

of America Trash Free Waters Program EPA National Recycling Strategy
and the NOAA Marine Debris
Program Prevention Grants
Stormwater Runoff and Marine
Litter Prevention i Commission
for Environmental Cooperation
(CEC)
Invited/Other Countries
Antiguaand Yes Yes
Barbuda Plastic Waste Free Island
Costa Rica Yes Yes

Comprehensive Waste
Management Law N0.8839

National Strategy for Recovery,
Separation and Recovery of Waste
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Country 3.5.1 - Education system and/or 3.5.2 - Awareness-raising
curriculum for encouraging campaigns related to MPL - National
public awareness on MPL
issues

Single Use Plastic Strategy

Kiribati Yes Yes

Book written for year 4 primary National cleanups
school. Radio programs
Ongoing school visits and radio Press releases
awareness programs Poster competition
Mauritius Yes Yes
Information and Education Master Plan for the Environment
Division of the Ministry
conducts regular awareness
and sensitization campaigns
Myanmar Not Available Not Available
The Yes Yes

Netherlands

VANG Buitenshuis
fFishing with a Futured
fMarine Awarenesso

Communication initiatives to
promote good waste disposal
habits in consumers. E.g. national

campaigni Nat uur | i j k
iets opo.
Norway Yes Yes
Blue Responsibility (Blatt The Directorate of Fisheries has
ansvar) educational videos and launched an Action Plan on Marine
material Litter which includes measures on
The Norwegian Directorate for awareness raising
Fisheries adopted in 2021 Keep Norway Beautiful has
extensive awareness raising
campaigns
Friends of the Earth Norway
Naturvernforbundet) and World
Wildlife Fund (WWF) Norway
Centre against Marine Litter
(Marfo) and The Norwegian
Retail ersd Envir
Peru Yes Yes
Program "The Environmental Campaign "Less p
Hour" APeru Limpioo St
Programa Educca
Solomon Yes Yes
Islands

Community Waste Management
Workshop

Radio Awareness

Social Media posts

Training of staff from different
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Country 3.5.1 - Education system and/or 3.5.2 - Awareness-raising
curriculum for encouraging campaigns related to MPL - National
public awareness on MPL
issues

departments
WED/WOD/CTD
Spain Not Available Yes
Establishment of a technical group
on Marine Litter
Creation of "Guardians of the
Beach" program
Sri Lanka Yes Yes
Carry out sector-based Coastal and marine environment
awareness programme conservation week programme
Waste management is Comprehensive Communication
included in the school strategy and visuals developed
curriculum Awareness is created through
Environment Brigade, Clubs, mass media, government
and Societies in schools channels, private sector and NGOs
conduct waste management
programmes
Singapore Yes Yes
Nati onwi de fSa: Refer to section 3.4.2 and 3.5.1
LessO campaign
United Arab  Yes Yes
Emirates

Incorporating environmental
education into the curriculum
Organizing awareness
campaign

Promoting public engagement,
through workshops, seminars,
and exhibitions.

Awareness campaigns to educate
the public about the harmful effects
of plastic pollution

Table 3.9: Country-wise actions for encouraging public awareness on MPL at local
and regional scale

3.5.3 - Awareness-raising

3.5.4 - Awareness-raising

el campaigns related to MPL - Local campaigns relateq 0 L =
International/Regional
G20 Countries
Australia Yes Yes

Plastic Free Beaches initiative
National Consumer Education
Campaign

Reef Clean Project

CSIRO Global Plastics Leakage
project
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3.5.3 - Awareness-raising

3.5.4 - Awareness-raising

Country . campaigns related to MPL -
campaigns related to MPL - Local International/Regional
Brazil No Yes
GloLitter Partnerships Programme
Canada Yes Yes
Canadads compr e Member of the Global Partnership
plastic waste agenda on Marine Litter
Atlantic Healthy Oceans Pledged to the Clean Seas
Initiative campaign
Clean Harbours Initiative Canadabés compreh
plastic waste agenda
China Yes Yes
Coastal Cleanup and Public International Coastal Cleanup
Education in Coastal Cities of
China
International Coastal Cleanup
European Not Available Not Available
Union
France Yes Yes
Support the associations that Actions under OSPAR convention
launch awareness raising
actions and clean-ups
Development of marine
educational area
fBeaches withou
chart in link with local authorities
Germany Yes Yes
MSFD regards AL Grant Programme
provisiolso (UZ ifMarine: DeFraG"
Interreg-pr oj ect ACA OSPAR/HELCOM Regional Action
Plans on Marine Litter
India Yes Yes
Several Coastal and Beach UNEP Tide Turner
Clean Up activities are Challenge
undertaken regularly
Italy Not Available Not Available
Japan Yes Yes

Local Blue Ocean Vision Project
AUMI GOMI Zer o0

| ocal gover nmen
means Marine Litter in
Japanese)

Regional Knowledge Centre for
Marine Plastic Debris
Contributions to the G20 Report on
Actions against Marine Plastic
Litter and relevant website updates
ASEAN-Japan Eco-school Project
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3.5.3 - Awareness-raising

3.5.4 - Awareness-raising

Country . campaigns related to MPL -
campaigns related to MPL - Local International/Regional
Mexico Not Available Yes
CampaignfiLast st op:
South Africa Yes Yes

Operation Clean Sweep

Annual International Coastal
Clean-up Day: celebrated in the
3rd week of September each year

Saudi Arabia

Not Available

Yes

National Action Plan for
sustainable management of Marine
Litter in the Red Sea coast of Saudi
Arabia

South Korea

Yes

Yes

Adopt-a-beach project
Coastal cleanup day

International Coastal cleanup day

Tarkiye Yes Yes
Zero Waste Blue Movement International Coastal Cleanup Day

World Coastal Cleanup Day

United No Yes

Kingdom Tearfund (E3m) Tearfund runs
plastics projects in Haiti (E1m) and
Pakistan (£2m), working with
communities on waste collection.
WasteAid (£80k) Preventing
plastics from reaching the ocean in
Cameroon

Unites Not Available Yes

itate_s of NOAA International Marine Debris

merica Conference (IMDC) Series
Commission for Environmental
Cooperation (CEC) T Last Stop the
Ocean
Invited/Other Countries

Antigua and Not Available Yes

Barbuda Remlit OECS project

Costa Rica Yes Yes

Design and dissemination of
educational materials for the
population

Committee for the Management of
Marine Residues of Latin America
and the Caribbean
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3.5.3 - Awareness-raising

3.5.4 - Awareness-raising

Country . campaigns related to MPL -
campaigns related to MPL - Local International/Regional
Kiribati No No
Mauritius Yes Yes
Talks/Exhibitions/debates Mauritius is a member state of the
competition/Workshops are Indian Ocean Rim Association and
organized by the Ministry participated in the Development of
the IORA Declaration
Plastic Expedition in the Indian
Ocean- ExPlol
Myanmar Yes Not Available
iSunday Stopod c
iNo Th arrc&ampaign u "
Awareness raising activities
The Not Available Not Available
Netherlands
Norway Yes Yes
The campaign @R The Regional Action Plans on
Marine Litter in the Arctic under
PAME and for the North-East
Atlantic under OSPAR
Norway has since 2016 been part
of and a contributor to the UNEP
Clean Seas Campaign
Nordic Council of Climate and
Environment Ministers
Peru No No
Solomon Yes Yes
Islands Commemoration of the annual Side event at UN Ocean
WED/WOD/CTD celebration in Conference in Lisbon, Portugal
have been adopted in provinces
Spain Not Available Not Available
Sri Lanka Yes Yes
School Marine Group Development regional Marine Litter
Porgramme action plan
Singapore Not Available No
Unl'ted Arab Yes Yes
Emirates
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3.6. Monitoring and scientific research on marine plastic
litter

Monitoring the flow of marine litter from source to sea and conducting scientific research will
help address the issue of marine plastic litter (MPL). Key actions include developing waste
flow diagrams, harmonizing monitoring methodologies, and fostering global collaboration to
build comprehensive data repositories on marine plastic litter.

According to the responses received, 87% of the countries actively encourage monitoring
and scientific research on plastic flows and ocean surface microplastics. Among these, 46%
have reported a positive impact and 73% are engaged in scientific research activities related
to the ocean-bound plastics at an international and/or regional level. Out of these, 37% of
the countries have observed a positive impact while 18% have not observed any significant
change yet (Figure 3.7, Table 3.10).

Mo Response In progress
# countries Mot impimented Fuolicy implemented
30 30
30
| 4
20
26
10 - 22
1]
3.6.1 - Actions for encouraging 3.6.2 - Engagement in intemationalregional
manitoring / scientific research on plastic level actions for encouraging monitoring /
flows and ocean surface microplastics scientific research on plastic flows and

ocean surface microplastics

# countries responding among total 20 submissions

Figure 3.7: Status on the actions taken by countries towards monitoring and scientific
research
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Table 3.10: Country-wise actions taken towards monitoring and scientific research

3.6.1 - Actions for encouraging
monitoring / scientific research on

3.6.2 - Engagement in
international/regional level actions

Country . for encouraging monitoring /
plastic flows and ocean surface L :
. . scientific research on plastic flows
microplastics . .
and ocean surface microplastics
G20 Members
Australia Yes Yes
National Waste Reports Regional engagement international
National Environment Science engagement and commitments
Program
National plastics pollution
monitoring protocol and database
CSIRO Marine Debris Research
Brazil Yes No
Waste Flow Diagram
Canada Yes Yes
Lost fishing gear reporting Supporting lost gear reporting
Canadads Pl asti internationally
Agenda Canadads compr eh
Canada-wide Action Plan on plastic waste agenda
Zero Plastic Waste
China Yes Yes
National Marine Litter and UNESCO-IOC/WESTPAC
Microplastics Monitoring System Research Project: Distribution,
The National Key Research and Source, Fate and Impacts of
Development Program of China Marine Microplastics in the Asia
"Monitoring and Ecological Effect Pacific Region
Assessment of Marine UNESCO-I OC AUnited
Microplastics" Decade of Ocean Science for
Plastic Pollution Control Action Sustainable Development (2021-
Plan (2021-2025) 2030) 0 Research
Stemthetideof Asi abds
plastic emission into the ocean
European Yes Yes
Union EU Research and Innovation Four Regional Sea Conventions (in
Mediterranean, Northeast Atlantic,
Baltic and the Black Sea)
developed and implemented
Part of G7 (in 2015) and G20 (in
2017) which adopted Action Plans
against marine litter.
France Yes Yes

The Ministry of Ecology partners
up with national agencies and

Participation in international fora,
negotiations and guidelines: JRC,

research centers (such as

UNEP, IMO, UN World Ocean
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3.6.1 - Actions for encouraging
monitoring / scientific research on

3.6.2 - Engagement in
international/regional level actions

Country . for encouraging monitoring /
plastic flows and ocean surface L :
" " scientific research on plastic flows
microplastics . .
and ocean surface microplastics
ADEME, IFREMER and CEDRE) Assessment ||, GESAMP,
to lead scientific research on European Technical Group on
Marine Litter Marine Litter, Basel convention,
OSPAR convention, Barcelona
Convention, etc.
Germany Yes Not Available
R&D projects to test monitoring
methods for litter in the different
marine compartments and biota
India Yes Yes

R&D projects undertaken by
various ministries i MOEF&CC
and MoES through their research
organisations on the following:

- assessment of marine litter
and microplastics along the
Indian Coast and the oceanic
islands

- marine litter in beaches and
oceans

- research on microplastics in
personal care products,
organic pollutants such as
PAHs and POPs

- Fishery Survey of India (FSI),
Govt. of India is conducting
regular field assessment of
plastic litter including ghost
nets at fishing grounds in the
Indian Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ).

- FSlislead agency in
International Maritime
Organistaion (IMO)-Food and
Agricultural Organisation
(FAO) Gilolitter partnership
project.

- Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR)- Central
Marine Fisheries Research
Institute (CMFRI), studies on
abundance of marine litter in
fishing grounds and beaches,
developing litter maps,

Promotion of Countermeasures
against Marine Plastic Litter in
Southeast Asia and India

Circular Economy Solutions
Preventing Marine Litter in
Ecosystems project (CES-ML)
India-UK 2030 Roadmap for finding
innovative solutions to tackle
plastic and marine pollution
Commonwealth Litter Programme
(CLiP), evidence based scientific
inputt o bring out |
Marine Litter Strategy

INOPOL, capacity building for
reducing plastic and chemical
pollution

Indo-Pacific Ocean Initiative (IPOI)
for mitigation of marine litter
pollution
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Country

3.6.1 - Actions for encouraging
monitoring / scientific research on
plastic flows and ocean surface
microplastics

3.6.2 - Engagement in
international/regional level actions
for encouraging monitoring /
scientific research on plastic flows
and ocean surface microplastics

assessing presence of
microplastics in oceanic
environment and in biological
systems

Italy

Yes

Yes

Marine Strategy Framework
Directive Article 11 Monitoring
Programmes

Marine Strategy Framework
Directive

UNEP-MAP Barcelona Convention
GESAMP Working Group on
seabased sources of Marine Litter.

Japan

Yes

Yes

Harmonization of Microplastics
Monitoring Methodologies in the
Ocean

Sharing and Compilation of
Ocean Microplastics Monitoring
Data

Development of the harmonized
guidelines for monitoring using
remote sensing technologies
Investigation and estimation of
domestically generated amounts
and routes, as well as an
investigation into floating plastic
Research on methods for
evaluating the impact of marine
plastic litter, including
microplastics, on living
organisms and ecosystems.
Development of survey
guidelines and case studies for
marine plastics

Survey on ecological impact on
fish and shellfish that have
ingested microplastics
(implemented by the Fisheries
Technology Research Institute)

Sharing and Compilation of Ocean
Microplastics Monitoring Data
Training program on Marine Litter
monitoring methods

Mexico

No

Yes

Marine Litter and Microplastics
Working Group in LAC.
Academia efforts oriented to work
with international groups to
generating technical information
and developing capabilities in
marine plastic litter topics
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Country

3.6.1 - Actions for encouraging
monitoring / scientific research on
plastic flows and ocean surface
microplastics

3.6.2 - Engagement in
international/regional level actions
for encouraging monitoring /
scientific research on plastic flows
and ocean surface microplastics

South
Africa

Yes

Under Development

Science review of marine plastic
pollution research in South
Africa:

Participation in the development of
the UNEA 5.2 resolution on plastic
pollution and the subsequent
Intergovernmental Negotiating
Committee meetings.

Saudi
Arabia

No

Yes

The PERSGA initiative calls for
encouraging and supporting local
marine institutes and universities to
conduct research on protective and
regulatory measures for protecting
the coastal and marine
environments from litter arising
from urban or rural areas.

South
Korea

Yes

Yes

Coastal Garbage monitoring
Use of ICT

iStrengt hlenprovengnt a
for Marine Litter response in

Il ndonesi ad proje
the marine litter monitoring
capacity of Indonesia through a
joint pilot marine litter monitoring
conducted in Labuan Bajo,
Indonesia. Through this project,
MOF is also working with the
Indonesian government to
establish a guideline to properly
conduct marine litter monitoring in
Indonesia.

Turkiye

Yes

Yes

Turkish National Integrated
Marine Pollution Monitoring
Program

Participation in international
technical group activities on litter
monitoring guidelines and
determination of baseline/treshhold
values: Barcelona Convention

United
Kingdom

Yes

Yes

Seafloor litter bycatch, Macro

and mesoplastics data recorded

periodically

Floating industrial and user litter

fragments are monitored
Through the British-Irish Council

OSPAR
Ocean Country Partnership
Programme (OCPP).
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Country

3.6.1 - Actions for encouraging
monitoring / scientific research on
plastic flows and ocean surface
microplastics

3.6.2 - Engagement in
international/regional level actions
for encouraging monitoring /
scientific research on plastic flows
and ocean surface microplastics

currently funded relevant UK

government research includes:
Bio-Plastic-Risk T Investigation of
Biodegradable plastics as an
environmental pollutant in
terrestrial and marine
environments.
Tyre-Loss i Investigation into the
prevalence and impact of tyre-
wear particles in the marine
environment.
MINIMISE - Current and future
effects of microplastics on marine
ecosystems.

Unites
States of
America

Yes

Yes

NOAA Marine Debris Monitoring
and Assessment Program
EPA Research

APEC Marine Debris Shoreline
Monitoring Decision Framework
EPA Research Collaborations

Invited / Other Countries

Antigua and
Barbuda

No

No

Costa Rica

Yes

No

Investigation and Monitoring of
waste on Pacific beaches
Investigation and Monitoring of
waste carried by marine currents
and presence in sectors of
Caribbean beaches

Kiribati

No

No

Mauritius

Yes

Yes

Research Collaborative
Agreement (RCA) with the
University of Mauritius on
AAnal ytical mo n
mi croplasticso

Mauritius is a member state of the
Indian Ocean Rim Association and
participated in the Development of
the IORA Declaration

Plastic Expedition in the Indian
Ocean- ExPlol

Myanmar

Yes

Yes

A study conducted by the Fridtjof
Nansen research vessel
ALitter on the
African coast and in the Bay of
Bengal based on trawl bycatches

3rd Myanmar-Japan Policy
Dialogue on Environmental issues
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3.6.1 - Actions for encouraging
monitoring / scientific research on

3.6.2 - Engagement in
international/regional level actions

Country : for encouraging monitoring /
plastic flows and ocean surface L :
" " scientific research on plastic flows
microplastics . .
and ocean surface microplastics
from 2011 to-20
Mortensen et al., 2022)
The Yes Yes

Netherlands

Development an effective
monitoring program for
macro/microplastics and meso-
pellets

Active role in the improvement of
the monitoring methods for
seafloor litter.

The Netherlands is actively
involved in OSPA
Litter (one of the co-convenors)
and in the EU MSFD

Norway Yes Yes
The National Monitoring Program European level on research and
for Microplastics was established innovation i ERA and Horizon
in 2021 Europe, under UNEP, International
GESAMP (The Joint Group of Maritime Organization (IMO), the
Experts on the Scientific Aspects Basel Convention, the Global
of Marine Environmental Partnership on Marine Litter
Protection) (GPML), OSPAR, Nordic Council of
AMAP (Arctic Monitoring and Climate and Environment
Assessment Programme) Ministers, and the working groups

PAME and AMAP under the Arctic
Councll

Peru Yes Yes
Scientific research on plastic We have the Peruvian Sea Institute
flows and ocean surface (IMARPE)
microplastics

Solomon Yes Yes

Islands Under the R2R Project & CEFAS ~ Under the R2R project & CEFAS
program, a report on
microplastics was published.

Spain Yes Not Available
Marine Strategies monitoring
programs and Monitoring
programs on Marine Litter

Sri Lanka  Yes Yes

Establish marine microplastic
laboratory with support of CEFAS
UK

Coastal litter monitoring
programme initiated in selected
locations covering all coastal
district

Planning initiated for programme
with support of CEFAs to monitor
plastic litter using OSPAR protocol
Planning initiated for programme
with support of CEFAs to monitor
plastic litter using OSPAR protocol
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3.6.1 - Actions for encouraging
monitoring / scientific research on

3.6.2 - Engagement in
international/regional level actions

SR plastic flows and ocean surface for. encouraging momtormg_/
. . scientific research on plastic flows
microplastics . .
and ocean surface microplastics
Marine Floating plastic
monitoring programme was
formulated and will be
implemented shortly
Singapore Yes Yes
Extension of additional Regional Training Programmes
membrane bioreactor technology Capacity Building Assistance
systems Adoption of regional instruments
Marine debris research addressing marine debris
Marine Litter and microplastics Active participation at regional
consultancy study Marine Litter initiatives.
United Arab Yes Yes
Emirates

A study program to qualitatively
& quantitatively assess plastic in
marine environment

U A E éngagement in
international/regional level actions
on Marine Plastic Litter
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3.7. International Organisations (10s)

Various international organisations have also taken measures to combat marine pollution.
From the responses received from ten international organisations, it was gathered that
sustainable and circular product design, awareness-raising activities, and monitoring of
plastic flows were some of the initiatives (Figure 3.8, Table 3.11 - 3.15).

Technology development for plastic alternatives 4
Sustainable and circular product design T
Sustainable and circular business model creation 5
Proper waste management g
Prevention of littering oceans 6
Collection of scattered waste on beaches 1
Removal of plastic litter from the ocean 2
Community participation in removal of plastic litter 2
Education system creation 4
Awareness-raising 6
Initiatives for behavioral change 4
Monitoring of plastic flows 6
Monitoring of country policy status related to MPL 4
Scientific research 5
Technology development 2
Others 2

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 T

# Int'l Org that responded "Yes" for the initiatives

Figure 3.8: Responses from International Organisations regarding initiatives taken

Table 3.11: Measures taken by international organisations to tackle MPL (Part-I)

Internati

Technology Sustainable and circular

onal

Organis
ations

development for plastic
alternatives (e.g.
biodegradable plastics)

Sustainable and circular
product design (e.g. use
of recycled materials)

business model creation
(e.g. servitization of
products)

ADB

Yes

Yes

Yes

Supporting the
preparation of a cost-
benefit and market
analysis study of
Thail andds
value chain

Supporting the
development of a
design guide for
circular plastic
packaging and
recommendations for
national policy and

In 2021, ADB awarded
a $450,000 grant to
Alner (formerly
Koinpack), a Jakarta,
Indonesia based
startup, to develop a
deposit-based reuse
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Internati
onal

Organis

Technology
development for plastic
alternatives (e.g.

Sustainable and circular
product design (e.g. use
of recycled materials)

Sustainable and circular
business model creation
(e.g. servitization of

ations biodegradable plastics) products)
regulatory reform to system for reusable
improve plastic waste packages for fast
management in Viet moving consumer
Nam goods
ERIA Yes Yes Yes
Information sharing on Information sharing on Private Sector
AiBi odegr ad: ADesign for Initiatives to Reduce
Compostabl ¢ and Al ndust Plastic Waste and
in the ASEAN+3 Standards for Marine Plastic Debris
context Recycled Pr
the ASEAN+3 context
EMF Not Available Not Available Not Available
FAO Not Available Not Available Not Available
IAEA Yes Yes Not Available
NUTEC Plastics NUTEC Plastics
activity ai activity area
use Eco-alternatives i Ra d i-supported
and Advanced recyclingo
Packaging |
oecp NotAvailable Yes Not Available
2021 OECD
publicatior
Chemicals Perspective
on Designing with
Sustainable Plastics:
Goals, Considerations
and Trade-o f f s 0O
UNEP Not Available Yes Yes
Study #fJSei nc Global Environment

Plastic Products
(SUPP) and their
alternatives:
Recommendations
from Life Cycle
Assessment

on.

Facility 8 1 Integrated
Program on: Circular
Solutions to Single
Use Plastic Packaging
Pollution from the
Food and Beverage
Sector

UNEP- Norwegian
Retail erso
Fund partnership on
Reducing Plastic
Pollution through the
Extended Producer
Responsibility

EPR One-Stop-Shop
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Internati ' '
ol '(Ij’echnology  Sustainable and circular Sus_talnable and cwcu_lar
evelopment for plastic . business model creation
_ : product design (e.g. use o
Organis alternatives (e.g. of recycled materials) (e.g. servitization of
ations biodegradable plastics) y products)
Reuse Portal
UNEP SEA circular
project
UN Not Available Not Available Not Available
Habitat
UNIDO Yes Yes Yes
Single-use food ASupporting Project fSYV
containers with promotion of circular circular economy
alternative material economy practices on val ue chain
single-use plastic
value chair
WEF Not Available Yes Yes
(GPAP) Reuse Portal Launch a fH
GPAPO6s Gl ok Waste to Ve
Innovation Network Innovation Challenge

Table 3.12: Measures taken by international Organisations to tackle MPL (Part-Il)

Internati
onal
Organisa
tions

Proper waste
management

Prevention of littering,
illegal dumping and
unintentional waste into
the ocean

Collection of scattered
waste on beaches

ADB

Yes

Not Available

Not Available

ADB (UCCRTF)
tested the community-
based SWM system
and presented at the
CLP Peer-to-Peer
Learning Event in
October 2022
Analytical study
summari zed
MSW commitment
On-line SWM training
with IGES in
November 2022 for
staff

ERIA

Yes

Yes

Yes

Preventing Mangroves
from Plastic Pollution:
Some Good Practices
Technical Guidelines
for Prevention of

Surveying and Piloting
the Application of
Behavioral Insights
Approach for Plastic
Production

Clean Up Day with
Youth
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Internati Prevention of littering,
onal Proper waste illegal dumping and Collection of scattered
Organisa Management unintentional waste into waste on beaches
tions the ocean
Plastics and Resin Technical Guidelines
Pellets Leakage from for Prevention of
Factories and Informal Plastics and Resin
Recycling Sector in Pellets Leakage from
ASEAN Factories and Informal
Recycling Sector in
ASEAN
EMF Not Available Not Available Not Available
FAO Not Available Yes Not Available
FAO component
GloLitter Partnerships
project
IAEA Not Available Not Available Not Available
OECD Yes Yes Not Available
Global Plastics Global Plastics
Outlook publications Outlook Publications
UNEP Yes Yes Not Available
UNEP-IETC UNEP-IETC
(International (International
Environmental Environmental
Technology Centre) Technology Centre)
UN Yes Yes Not Available
Habitat Waste Wise Cities African Clean Cities
programme (WWC) Platform (ACCP)
UNIDO  Yes Not Available Not Available

Project #fASi
transitioning from
conventional plastics
to more
environmentally
sustainable
alternati v
Project nPI
sustainable plastic
value chains through
circular economy
practice
Project
approach towards
sustainable plastics
use and (marine) litter

s 0
Al
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Internati Prevention of littering,
onal Proper waste illegal dumping and Collection of scattered
Organisa Management unintentional waste into waste on beaches
tions the ocean

prevention in

Bangl adeshi
WEF Not Available Yes Not Available
(GPAP)

Country analyses on
trade and plastics
circularity

Table 3.13: Measures taken by international Organisations to tackle MPL (Part-IIl)

International Removal of plastic  Encouraging Education system
Organisatio litter from the ocean community participation creation
ns in removal of plastic
litter from the ocean
ADB Not Available Not Available Not Available
EMF Not Available Not Available Not Available
ERIA Yes Yes Yes
Information Pilot project of floating ASEAN-Japan Eco
sharing o and drifted marine School for Marine
Collection from plastics in mangrove Plastic Waste
Rivers, Beaches, Educati en
and Ocean School Proj
the ASEAN+3 Capacity development
context through workshops
and webinars
FAO Yes Not Available Not Available
GloLitter
Partnerships
project includes
Reporting and
retrieval of lost
fishing gear:
recommendations
for developing
effective
programmes
IAEA Not Available Not Available Not Available
OECD Not Available Not Available Not Available
UNEP Not Available Not Available Yes
Sustainable Living
Learning Module
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International Removal of plastic  Encouraging Education system
Organisatio litter from the ocean _community participation creation
ns in removal of plastic
litter from the ocean
My Sustainable Living
Challenge (GAME)
Massive open online
course (MOOC) on
Marine Litter
UN Habitat Not Available Not Available Yes
Waste Wise Academy
Waste Wise
Partnership
UNIDO Not Available Yes Yes
AGhana Cir
Economy Ce
WEF (GPAP) Not Available Not Available Not Available

Table 3.14: Measures taken by international organisations to tackle MPL (Part-1V)

Internati Awareness-raising Initiatives for behavioral Monitoring of plastic
onal change flows (e.g. using
Organisa Artificial Intelligence
tions and other advanced
technologies)

ADB Yes Not Available Not Available

Cluster TA on

Promoting Action on

Plastic Pollution from

Source to Sea in Asia

and the Pacific

supports regional and

country-level

knowledge-sharing

and capacity-building

on reducing marine

plastic litter and

promoting a circular

plastics economy
ERIA Yes Yes Yes

Podcast series named
ALiving Chi

Surveying and Piloting
the Application of

NnZer o i
interview series

n (0]
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Internati Awareness-raising Initiatives for behavioral Monitoring of plastic
onal change flows (e.g. using
Organisa Artificial Intelligence
tions and other advanced
technologies)
Pl asticb6 (: Behavioral Insights

Approach for Plastic

Production

EMF Not Available Not Available Not Available

FAO Not Available Not Available Not Available

IAEA Yes Not Available Yes

NUTEC Plastics NUTEC Plastics
Roundtables; Monitoring Network
National Stakeholder applying Isotopic
Meetings, NUTEC tracers and nuclear
Portal, Partnership imaging techniques
with GPAP, ASEAN,

UNEP, ESCAP, ADB

etc.

OECD The OECD
AMoni torin
plastic waste and
scrapo rep

UNEP Yes Yes Yes

New Plastics The One Planet The Global
Economy Global network Sustainable Partnership on Plastic
Commitment Lifestyles and Pollution and Marine
Global Tourism Education programme Litter (GPML)
Plastics Initiative
Anatomy of Action
The Clean Seas
Campaign
UN Yes Not Available Yes
Habitat International Day of Waste Wise Cities
Zero Waste Tool (WaCT)
World Cleanup Day Waste Flow Diagram
(WFD)
UNIDO  Yes Yes Not Available
Promoting plastic UNIDO projects have
circular economy communication
campaigns targeting
consumers
WEF Not Available Yes Yes
(GPAP)
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https://www.unep.org/new-plastics-economy-global-commitment
https://www.unep.org/new-plastics-economy-global-commitment
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Table 3.15: Measures taken by international organisations to tackle MPL (Part-V)

International
Organisations

Monitoring of country
policy status related
to MPL (e.g. regional
knowledge platform)

Scientific research

Technology
development

ADB

Not Available

Not Available

Yes

Supporting activities
focusing on how to
enhance the plastic
waste value chain
with digital solutions,
including pilots of
digital applications

ERIA

Yes

Yes

Not Available

Information sharing
on the updated
national framework
to tackle marine
plastic debris from
each ASEAN+3
country

Technical
Guidelines for
Plastics and Resin
Pellets Leakage
Prevention from
Factories and
Informal Recycling
Sector in ASEAN
Data-driven Policy
Research
Programme on
Marine Plastic
Debris

Surveying and
Piloting the
Application of
Behavioral Insights
Approach for Plastic
Pilot Project of
Floating and Drifted
Marine Plastics in
Mangrove
Protecting
Mangroves from
Plastic Pollution:
Some Good
Practices

EMF

Not Available

Not Available

Not Available

FAO

Not Available

Yes

Not Available

GESAMP WG 43
report on Sea Based
Sources of Marine
Plastic Litter

IAEA

Not Available

Yes

Yes
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International
Organisations

Monitoring of country
policy status related
to MPL (e.g. regional
knowledge platform)

Scientific research

Technology
development

Launching
Coordinated
Research Projects
on NUTEC Plastics

Development of a
thermos-radiolysis
reactor for chemical
recycling

OECD Vs Not Available Not Available
Project Al
sustainable ocean
economy in
Sout heast
UNEP Yes Yes Not Available
GPML Digital fFrom Pollution to
Platform Solution: a global
assessment of
Marine Litter and
plastic pollutiono
fDrowning in
Plastics: Marine
Litter and plastic
waste vital graphicso
UN Habitat Not Available Yes Not Available
Study on SDG
indicator 11.6.1
UNIDO Not Available Not Available Not Available
WEF (GPAP) Not Available Not Available Not Available
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https://www.unep.org/resources/pollution-solution-global-assessment-marine-litter-and-plastic-pollution
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https://www.unep.org/resources/report/drowning-plastics-marine-litter-and-plastic-waste-vital-graphics
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/drowning-plastics-marine-litter-and-plastic-waste-vital-graphics
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/drowning-plastics-marine-litter-and-plastic-waste-vital-graphics
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4. Challenges

The following section discusses the various challenges that the participating countries and
international organisations have faced in their fight against marine plastic litter.

4.1. Countries

The initiatives put in place by the various countries to combat marine pollution and the
innovations around resource efficiency, circular economy, and ocean monitoring have
several challenges during its execution at a global scale.

The three broad challenges identified are:
1.Data collection
2. Waste management system improvement
3. Lack of awareness

77% of the countries reported data collection related to MPL as a significant challenge. 55%
of the countries mentioned that collecting data on waste was also a challenge they faced. To
overcome these challenges, 63% of the countries highlighted the importance of improving
the recycling system, while 53% emphasized the need for proper waste management. 51%
of the countries considered lack of awareness among stakeholders a major hindrance in
addressing marine plastic litter. Additionally, 40% of the countries identified the lack of
financial incentives for waste treatment as a challenge, and 43% stated the lack of
technology development as a challenge. Furthermore, 40% of the countries mentioned that
project delays due to COVID-19 are now considered a minor issue (Figure 4.1., Tables 4.1 -
4.2.). The highlighted cell indicates the challenge faced by the respective country.

# Countries/ members facing challenges in actions against marine plastic litter

4.1 Recycling system improvement 19
4 2 Proper waste management system 16
4.3 Data collection related to waste 17
4 4 Data collection related to marine plastic litter 23
4.5 Lack of awareness 16
4.6 Lack of financial incentives for waste treatment 12
4_ 7 Lack of financial incentives for technology development 13

4.8 Project delays due to COVID-19 12

0 5 10 15 20 25

Figure 4.1: Challenges faced by countries in actions against MPL
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Table 4.1: Challenges faced by countries while taking actions against MPL (Part-I)

Country Recycling Proper waste Data collection :Data collection
system management related to waste :related to
improvement system in general marine plastic

(including lack litter
of local
capacity)

G20 Members

Australia . ‘ .

Braci O @ ® @)

Canada O @ @ @

China O O O

European Union

® @ O @
Germany ® @) ®
India o o

Italy () o
Japan o
Mexico

Saudi Arabia ()

South Africa

South Korea

Tarkiye

United Kingdom

United States of
America

Invited / Other Countries

Antigua and
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The Netherlands

Country Recycling Proper waste Data collection :Data collection
system management related to waste :related to
improvement system in general marine plastic

(including lack litter
of local
capacity)

Barbuda

Costa Rica o o @ ()

Kiriba O O © O

Mauritius . . . .

Myanmar O @ © O

Norway

Peru

Solomon Island

Spain
Sri Lanka o o O
Singapore

UAE o @

. Yes, Problem faced

Table 4.2: Challenges faced by countries while taking actions against MPL (Part-I1)

Country

Lack of
awareness
among citizens,
business, local
governments

Lack of financial
incentives for
waste treatment
in general

Lack of financial
incentives for
technology
development

Project delays
due to COVID-19

G20 Members
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Lack of
awareness

Lack of financial
incentives for

Lack of financial
incentives for

Project delays

ntr among citizens,
SR ng waste treatment itechnology due to COVID-19
business, local :.
in general development
governments
Australia .
Braci O O O
Canada O @ @
China

European Union

France

Germany

India

Italy

Japan

Mexico

Saudi Arabia

South Africa

South Korea

Tarkiye

United Kingdom

United States of

America

Invited / Other Countries
Antigua and
Barbuda . ’ .
Costa Rica . . .
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Lack of
awareness

Lack of financial
incentives for

Lack of financial
incentives for

Project delays

SR among citizens, waste treatment itechnology due to COVID-19
business, local :.
in general development
governments
Kiribati ® ® o
Mauritius ‘ . ‘
Myanmar O O @

The Netherlands

Norway

Peru

Solomon Island

Spain

Sri Lanka () o o (]
Singapore

UAE o

. Yes, Problem faced
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4.2. International Organisations

The responses received from international organisations have been documented in this
section. As shown in Figure 4.2, six international organisations reported the need for proper
waste management and recycling system improvement as a challenge. Five International
Organisations mentioned lack of awareness among stakeholders is a challenge. Four
organisations mentioned the financial investment for waste treatment, and data collection as
a challenge. The lack of incentives for technology development, lack of viable circular
models, and government support was stated by three organisations. The inputs received
from 9 international organisations (I0s) are presented in Tables 4.3, 4.4, and 4.5. The
highlighted cell indicates the problem faced by the respective 10.

# Countries/ members facing challenges in actions against marine plastic litter
4.1 Data collection related to marine plastic litter 7
4.2 Recycling system improvement 6
4.3 Viable circular economy business models 3
4.4 Financial incentives for waste treatment 4
4.5 Financial/ tax incentives for technology development 3
4.6 Awareness among citizen, business, local government 5
4.7 Proper waste management system 6
4.8 Project delays due to COVID-19 1
4.9 Data collection related to waste 4
4.10 Prometing sustainablecommunity-based actions 2

4.11 Govemment support in initiatives 3

Figure 4.2: Challenges shared by international organisations while taking actions
against MPL
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Table 4.3: Challenges faced by international organisations while taking actions

against MPL (Part-I)

ELack of

EData collection ERec clin Eviable §Lack el
International érelated - ésyst)(/am 9 :circular sincentives for
fearf T ‘econom iwaste treatment
Organisation plastic litter iimprovementis onomy
:business iin general
imodels :

Asian Development ® ® ® ®

Bank (ADB)

Economic Research :

Institute for ASEAN and O
East Asia (ERIA)

Ellen MacArthur

Foundation (EMF)

Food and Agriculture

Organisation (FAO)

International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) . ‘

Organisation for
Economic Cooperation
and Development . . ‘ ‘

(OECD)

United Nations 5
Environment Program .
(UNEP) :

United Nations Human

Settlement Program

(UN-Habitat)

United Nations 5

Industrial Development :

(UNIDO) :

World Economic Forum

‘ Yes, Problem faced
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Table 4.4: Challenges faced by international Organisations while taking actions

against MPL (Part-II)

jLack of EProper waste

. . iawareness
:Lack of financiall/ : imanagement
. . . iamong .
International ‘tax incentives for citizen isystem :Project delays
Organisation itechnology T {(including lackidue to COVID-19
: :business, : :
:development ‘of local :
local ‘capacity)
:government : pacity
Asian Development ®
Bank (ADB) 5 5 5

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Economic Research :
Institute for ASEAN and : o o
East Asia (ERIA) : :
Ellen MacArthur
Foundation (EMF) 5 5 . ‘
Food and Agriculture ’
Organisation (FAO) 5 5 5

International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) . .

Organisation for

Economic Cooperation

and Development . .

(OECD)

United Nations
Environment Program
(UNEP)

United Nations Human
Settlement Program
(UN-Habitat)

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

United Nations

Industrial Development o o
(UNIDO)

World Economic Forum
(WEF) !

’ Yes, Problem faced
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Table 4.5: Challenges faced by international Organisations while taking actions

against MPL (Part-I11I)

:Actions/ Policies
: . : . . :Government
iData collection ipromoting sustainable:

International : L or . isupportin
o irelated to waste in :lifestyles/ community- :. _pp .
Organisation : : iinitiatives of your

.general :based action to tackle .Organisation
:Marine Litter 1

Asian Development

Bank (ADB)

Economic Research

Institute for ASEAN

and East Asia (ERIA)

Ellen MacArthur

Foundation (EMF)

Food and Agriculture .
Organisation (FAO) : :
International Atomic |

Energy Agency (IAEA) :

Organisation for

Economic
Cooperation and . ‘

Development (OECD)

United Nations
Environment Program . .
(UNEP)

United Nations Human :

Settlement Program i .

(UN-Habitat)

United Nations

Industrial >
Development (UNIDO)

World Economic ‘
Forum (WEF) ' : :

’ Yes, Problem faced
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5. Best Practices

This section explores the various successful initiatives and innovations implemented by
different countries to combat the problem of Marine Litter implemented at the international,
national, and local levels. 73% of the countries participated in international co-operations
enacting and propagating best practices, 77% at the national level, 63% at the local level,
and 66% cooperated with the private sector.

Figure 5.1 indicates the number of countries that have taken initiatives at different regional
scales. The country-wise responses at national and local levels have been summarized in
the Table 5.1 while the best practice implemented by the private sector and through
international cooperation is given in Table 5.2.

Best practices at various levels

# countries
30
23 29
20 19 20
10
1]
5.1 - Nation Level 52 -Local Level 5.3 - Private Sector 5.4 - International

Co-operation

# counfries that have implemented Best Praclices at various levels

Figure 5.1: Best practices executed at different scales

Table 5.1 Best Practices at National & Local Level

Country 5.1 - Nation Level 5.2 - Local Level

G20 Members

Australia Yes Yes
RAWR Act provides a national CSIRO research has shown
framework to manage waste and container deposit schemes
recycling across Australia (CDS) can reduce drink

containers in the ocean by 40%.
CDS are in operation in South
Australia, Northern Territory,
New South Wales, Queensland,
the Australian Capital Territory
and Western Australia.
Tasmania and Victoria will have
their schemes operational in
2023.

States and territories are acting
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Country 5.1 - Nation Level 5.2 - Local Level
on the use of single use plastics
with policies having been
implemented already or planned
in the near future.
Brazil No No
Canada Yes Yes
A Roadmap to Strengthen the Ontario Materials Marketplace i
Management of Single-use and Council of the Great Lakes
Disposable Plastics (2022) Region
Guidance to Facilitate Consistent Great Lakes Plastic Cleanup 1
Extended Producer Council of the Great Lakes
Responsibility Policies and Region
Programs for Plastics (2022) Diversion 2.0 7 Georgian Bay
Best Management Practices for Forever
Disposal Bans, Levies, and Marine Plastic: Local Solutions
Incentives for End-of-Life for a Global Issue i Clean
Plastics (2021) Harbours Initiative
Canada-wide Action Plan for Plastic Audit Guide 1 Alberta
Extended Producer Plastics Recycling
Responsibility (2009) Zero Plastic Waste Gros Morne
(Pilot) physical flow account for T Atlantic Healthy Oceans
plastic material i Statistics Initiative
Canada Ocean Friendly Nova Scotia i
Solid waste management for Coastal Action
northern and remote
communities
Canadian Code of Conduct for
Responsible Fishing Operations
10,000 Changes (public
awareness campaign)
Ocean Wise Plastic Reduction
Program (public awareness
campaign)
The Anthropocene Education
Project
Waste Literacy Education
Program
China Yes Yes
Outstanding cases of Beautiful "Marine sanitation" mechanism
Bays in Xiamen, Fujian
The "Blue Cycle" Project in
Taizhou, Zhejiang
European Yes Not Available
Union

EU's Plastic Strategy as part of
the EU's Circular Economy
Action Plan

Binding legislation for monitoring
and assessing Marine Litter
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Country

5.1 - Nation Level

5.2 - Local Level

France

Yes

Yes

Prohibition of single-use plastic
items

Citizen science platform

The Ministry is developing the
nati onal charte
without plastic
Extended producer responsibility
schemes

2020 legislation against waste
and for a circular economy

Awareness-raising campaigns
through the installation of "Here
begins the sea" signs

Germany

Not Available

Not Available

India

Yes

Yes

Blue Flag Beaches: Eco-lebelling
of beaches for conservation,
management, responsible
tourism, and environmental
education

Quantification of beach litter
through standard protocol

The Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) has certified over
150 compostable plastic
manufacturers who are
producing films, bags, cutlery
items, straws, etc.

Plastic Waste Management Rule
2022

Ban of selected single use
plastic

Community participation in waste
management

Extended Producer
Responsibility

The Defense Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) Lab has developed a
technology for biodegradable
cutlery starch-based
compostable bags/fiims, and
compostable plastics.

National Institute of Ocean
Technology (NIOT), Ministry of
Earth Sciences, Government of
India, has developed plastic films
using marine seaweed.

Swachch Sagar, Surakshit
Sagar: The campaign by Ministry
of Earth Sciences includes 75
volunteers, who have been

Vengurla model - where a landfill
was converted into a waste
management park called
iSwachh Bharat
The local communities have
practiced waste segregation at
the source.

Versova Beach 1 largest beach
cleaning program

Waste Management Agency of
Goa

Meendum Manjappai scheme in
the state of Tamil Nadu intends
to end the use of single use
plastic. Vending machines are
installed at key locations to
dispense cloth bags for public.

108




5th ed. of Report on Actions Against Marine Plastic Litter: Best Practices

Country

5.1 - Nation Level

5.2 - Local Level

allocated to clean the beaches at
every km of the 7500 km long
Indian coastline. This is a step
towards I ndiads
protect 30% of its oceans,
waters, and lands by 2030 in a
phased manner.

Mission LIiFE (Lifestyle for
Environment)

The mission plans to create and
nurture a global network of

i ndi vi dual s-RPlanet a
People," to promote
environmentally friendly
lifestyles.

Italy

Not Available

Yes

Plastic free islands

ATremit.i Pl asti

Japan

Yes

Yes

Act on Promotion of Resource
Circulation for Plastics, April
2022

AProject floaal pr
measures against coastal marine
debriso based o
Litter Acto

Mexico

Yes

Not Available

The National Inventory of Plastic
Pollution Sources

South Africa

Yes

Not Available

National Recycling Enterprise
Support Programme (RESP)

Saudi Arabia

Not Available

Not Available

South Korea

Not Available

Yes

Local government of
Chungcheongnam

Tarkiye

Yes

Yes

Zero Waste Movement
Zero Waste Blue Movement
Charging of plastic bags
Integrated Marine Pollution
Monitoring Program (IMPM)
National coastal clean up
campaigns with NGO's
National public awareness
campaigns

Provincial Action Plans on
Marine Litter

United

Yes

Yes
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Country

5.1 - Nation Level

5.2 - Local Level

Kingdom

Environmental Improvement
Plan 2023

Resources and Waste Strategy
for England

Fishing for Litter

United States
of America

Yes

Yes

NOAA Reports and Technical
Memos on Marine Debris
Microplastics Expert Workshop
report

Model Recycling Program Toolkit
DOl Secretaryobs
Reduce Plastic Pollution

NOAAb6s Marine D
EPA Trash Free Waters Best
Practices Compendium

Invited/Other Count

ries

Antigua and
Barbuda

Yes

Not Available

IUCN

The Organisation of Eastern
Caribbean States (OECS)
Plastic Treaty

Costa Rica

Yes

Yes

RCM classification (renewable,
compostable in the marine
environment)

Kiribati

Yes

Not Available

National cleanup with
Government ministries, Private
sectors, local communities,
NGOs, church groups and youth
groups.

Waste repurposing trainings
Waste management trainings to
youth

Ongoing awareness programs

Mauritius

Yes

Yes

Banning of single use plastic
items

Promotion and support eco-
friendly alternatives to plastic

Myanmar

Not Available

Not Available

The
Netherlands

Yes

Yes

Yearly National Beach Cleanup
organized by the North Sea
Foundation (initiated in 2013)
Fishing For Litter Project
(initiated in 2001 and involve
from than 140 vessels that
collect litter during fishing
operations at sea)

Plastic Free Wadden Islands
Rotterdam Waste Free
Amsterdam - Plastic Smart Cities
In the Dutch Caribbean:

Clean Coast Bonaire
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Country

5.1 - Nation Level

5.2 - Local Level

Clean Beach Elections
Clean River Networks
Plastic Soup Surfer
Nederland Schoon
Ocean Cleanup

The Great Bubble Barrier.

Norway

Yes

Yes

The Polluter Control Act

Peru

Yes

Yes

Clean Production Agreements
on solid waste

Source segregation Program
Municipal Solid Waste
Characterization Study

Solomon
Islands

Yes

Yes

Coordination between
government and other
organizations

Western Province Environment
Network

Spain

Yes

Not Available

ALDFG. technical guidelines
Fishing for litter initiatives
Monitoring (macrolitter and
microplastics) on beaches,
floating litter, seabed litter, and
also biota

Implementation of a non-special
fee cost recovery system for
waste collection

Sri Lanka

Yes

Yes

National Action Plan

Material Recovery Facilities
(MRF)

Singapore

Yes

Yes

National Recycling Programme
Zero Waste Master Plan and the
Singapore Green Plan 2030
Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) scheme for
e-waste

Mandatory Packaging Reporting
(MPR) scheme

Prevention of littering, illegal
dumping, release of waste into
the ocean:

United Arab
Emirates

Yes

Yes

Federal Law (No. 24 /1999) on
the Protection and Development
of the Environment

Federal Law (No. 12/2018) aims
to regulate the process of Waste

Abu Dhabi Emirate Single Use
Plastic Policy

111



https://www.strandverkiezingen.nl/
https://www.schonerivieren.org/rivieren/
https://www.plasticsoupsurfer.org/nl/
https://www.nederlandschoon.nl/
https://theoceancleanup.com/
https://thegreatbubblebarrier.com/

5th ed. of Report on Actions Against Marine Plastic Litter: Best Practices

Country

5.1 - Nation Level

5.2 - Local Level

Management

Table 5.2: Best Practices by private sector and through international cooperation

Country 5.3 - Private Sector 5.4 - International Co-operation
G20 Members
Australia Yes Yes
Australasian Recycling Label Australia joined the High
(ARL) Ambition Coalition to End
Plastic Pollution
New Plastics Economy Global
Commitment
Regional Fisheries
Management Organisations
(RFMOs)
Pacific Ocean Litter Project
Brazil Yes Yes
Sector Agreement for Reverse National Plan to Combat Marine
Logistics System for Packaging Litter
Technical cooperation TerraMar (Protection and
agreement to carry out Integrated Management of
awareness campaigns on the Marine and Coastal Biodiversity
proper disposal of packaging. Project)
Signed in 2022 between the TerraMar Project
MMA and the Brazilian
Association of Soft Drinks and
Non-Alcoholic Beverages (Abir).
Canada Yes Yes

The Golden Design Rules for
Plastics Packaging i Canada
Plastics Pact

Circular Economy Business
Toolkit i National Zero Waste
Council

Preferred Plastics Guide i
Canadian Produce Marketing
Association

Operation Clean Sweep i
Chemistry Industry Association
of Canada

Medical PVC Recycling
Program i Vinyl Institute of
Canada

Roadmap to Support the
Circularity and Recycling of
Plastics in Canada i CSA

Ocean Plastics Charter
Addressing Single-use Plastic
Products Pollution Using a
Lifecycle Approach

Last Stop: The Ocean
Campaign Toolkit and Website
Reducing Marine Litter Through
Local Action: A Toolkit for
Community Engagement

112




5th ed. of Report on Actions Against Marine Plastic Litter: Best Practices

Country 5.3 - Private Sector 5.4 - International Co-operation
Group
Reuse Refill Canada i Scout
Environmental
China Not Available Yes
"Sister city" cooperation in
Marine Litter prevention and
control
Dialogue Platform for Marine
Litter experts and a Symposium
on Marine Litter
European Union Not Available Not Available
France Yes Yes
Development of links with the Participation to meetings and
i ndustrial sect working groups (UN, G7, G20,
Pact on plastic RSC, EU, etc)
The Clean Sweep Operation France organized in 2017 and
2019 a workshop to share
results and methodologies of
existing projects analyzing
riverine plastic pollution
Germany Not Available Not Available
India Yes Yes

India & UK collaboration
Commonwealth Litter
Programme (CLiP)

India, Australia, and Singapore
come together to address
marine pollution with a focus on
plastic debris.

India and Norway to work jointly
towards mitigating marine
plastic litter and microplastics;
India and Germany sign an
agreement on
plastic entering the marine
environment
India and Japan have joined
hands to fight plastic pollution
through data collection,
advanced scientific research,
and development

The Government of India
through the Department of
Fisheries (DoF), MoOFAH&D is
participating in the IMO-FAO
GloLitter Partnership (GLP)
Project as a Lead Partnering
Country (LPC) with the aim of

0 C

IMO-FAO GlolLitter Partnership
(GLP) Project as a Lead
Partnering Country (LPC)
Commonwealth Litter
Programme (CLIP)
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Country 5.3 - Private Sector 5.4 - International Co-operation
prevention and reduction of
Marine Plastic Litter (MPL
Italy Not Available Yes
PLASTIC BUSTER project
Japan Yes Yes
Rel eased fiGood
Reducing Microcg
revised in November 2022
Mexico Not Available Yes
Marine Litter Action Plan for the
Northeast Pacific 2022-2026
South Africa Yes Yes
Plastics SA Swedish Agency for Marine and

Sustainable Seas Trust i
Development of an African
Marine Litter Monitoring Manual
and Guide (2020)

Sustainable Seas Trust i
Development of a Sample
Preparation Manual for the
Analysis of Plastic-related
Pollutants (2022)

Water Management (SWAM) in
collaboration with DFFE Source
to Sea screening study of
pollution and flows the Umgeni
River catchment in KwaZulu-
Natal

Nairobi Convention

Abidjan Convention
MARPLASTICS Initiative
Commonwealth Marine Litter
Project (CLiP)

Saudi Arabia

Not Available

Not Available

South Korea

Yes

Yes

Adopt-A Beach project

NOAA International Marine
Debris Conference (IMDC)
Series

Turkiye

Not Available

Not Available

United Kingdom

Yes

Yes

Marine Conservation Society
Odyssey Innovation

Global Ghost Gear Initiative +
Food and Agriculture
Organisation

Plastic Pollution Treaty
International Maritime
Organisation (IMO)

The Convention on Biological
Diversity

United Nations (UN)

SDGs

OSPAR

INdIGO project

The Blue Planet Fund (BPF)
The Commonwealth Clean
Ocean Alliance (CCOA)
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Country

5.3 - Private Sector

5.4 - International Co-operation

United States of

Yes

Yes

America Operation Clean Sweep The Trash Free Waters
Sustainable Packaging International Implementation
Coalition Guide
Best Practices for Solid Waste
Management: A Guide for
Decision-Makers in Developing
Countries
Virtual Landfill Construction &
Operations Workshop
USAID Clean Cities Blue Ocean
(CCBO) Virtual Event and
Training Hub
The Building Blocks of a
Circular Economy: USAID's
Local Systems Approach to
Reducing Ocean Plastic
Pollution
USAID Tools
USAID Reports
USAID Case Studies
Invited/Other Countries
Antigua and Yes Yes
Barbuda IUCN IUCN
The Organisation of Eastern The Organisation of Eastern
Caribbean States (OECS) Caribbean States (OECS)
Plastic Treaty Plastic Treaty
Costa Rica Yes Yes
Supermarkets: Pay to have a United States Environmental
plastic bag/ Prohibited the sale Protection Agency (EPA)
and promote reusable bags. suports
Market is boosted with National Marine debris Plan
renewable and compostable Training and information
products, most of them strategy for two fishing sectors
imported. in the central and northern
Pacific of Costa Rica
Kiribati Yes Not Available
Adopting the reusable bag
initiative
Maintaining proper waste
receptacles at their business
compounds
Mauritius Yes Yes

Incentive to use alternative to
plastic packaging

WTO taxation on plastic
packaging

Introduce EPR concept for
goods having transboundary
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Country 5.3 - Private Sector 5.4 - International Co-operation
movement

Myanmar Not Available Not Available

The Netherlands Yes Yes

Operation Clean Sweep
Rotterdam Taskforce Clean
Sweep

The Meuse Cleanup

Action 53: Fishing for Litter |
OSPAR Commission
Sustainability education
programmes for fishermen
European Plastics Pact
Global Plastics Pact Network

Norway Yes Yes
The Producer Responsibility G7 Plastics Charter
Organization Green Dot Norway The Norwegian Development
(Gregnt Punkt Norge) Program to Combat Marine
Pollution Control Act Litter and Microplastics
Peru Yes Yes
9 agreements signed between
the Ministry of the Environment,
the Ministry of Production, and
different companies
Solomon Islands Yes Yes
Pyrolysis System
Spain Not Available Not Available
Sri Lanka Yes Yes
Plastic waste collection centers NORAD and BRSM China is
and recycling centres supporting with two projects on
plastic waste management
Singapore Yes Yes
Cooperation with stakeholders Actively participates in regional
and global Marine Litter
platforms under ASEAN, UN,
UNEA, COBSEA, PEMSEA
United Arab Yes Yes
Emirates

Circular Packaging Association

UAE has signed and ratified
many international and regional
environmental conventions
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6. Further Information

The following section collates and summarises unfiltered responses from all Countries/
International Organisation as received. This is compiled with the intent of ready reference
and further readings on following chapters covered in the G20 Report on Actions against
Marine Plastic Litter (5™ Edition):

Chapter 2: Policy and Frameworks
Chapter 3: Measures and Achievements
Chapter 4: Challenges

Chapter 5: Best practices

SNIZ «
IS » *

6.1. IENEEM Australia

Key Highlights

National Waste Policy (2018)

National Waste Policy Action Plan (2019)

National Plastics Plan (2021)

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act)

Recycling and Waste Reduction Act 2020 (RAWR Act)

Recycling and Waste Reduction (Exportd Waste Plastic) Rules 2021 (Waste Plastic Rules)
Australian Government Ghost Nets Initiative

Indigenous Rangers Coastal Clean-ups Project.

Marine Order 95 (Marine pollution prevention i garbage) 2018

6.1.1. Policy and Frameworks

National Action Plan

Do you have a National Action Plan or strategy on MPL? Please choose one.
Yes

Please provide the name of your action plan or strategy with a brief description here:
Name:

a) National Waste Policy (2018)
b) National Waste Policy Action Plan (2019)
c) National Plastics Plan (2021)

Brief description:

a) The National Waste Policy: Less waste, more resources (Policy) was agreed by all
Australian governments in 2018 and sets the agenda for a sustainable path for
Australiads waste and resource recovery
hierarchy and embodies circular economy principles in seeking to retain materials in
the economy for as long as possible. A copy of the Policy is available at
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/protection/waste/how-we-manage-
waste/national-waste-policy
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b)

c)

The 2019 National Waste Policy Action Plan (the Action Plan) drives implementation
of the Policy. The Action Plan sets seven national waste targets that help guide
i nvest ment and supports policy reform
resource recovery. A copy of the Action Plan is available at
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/protection/waste/publications/national-
waste-policy-action-plan

The National Plastics Plan takes a whole-of-lifecycle approach to the plastic
chall enge, including product d levg icapacity,
stimulating demand for recycled content, and preventing plastics from leaking into the
environment. A copy of the National Plastics Plan is available at
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/protection/waste/plastics-and-
packaging/national-plastics-plan

Legal Framework

Do you have legislation on MPL? (including waste management and circular economy)

Yes

Pl ease | ist your countryds |l egislation incl

Name:

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act)
Recycling and Waste Reduction Act 2020 (RAWR Act)

Recycling and Waste Reduction (Exportd Waste Plastic) Rules 2021 (Waste Plastic
Rules)

Hazardous Waste (Regulation of Exports and Imports) Act 1989 (Hazardous Waste
Act)

National Environment Protection (Used Packaging Materials) Measure 2011
Protection of the Sea (Prevention of Pollution from Ships) Act 1983

Marine Order 95 (Marine pollution prevention i garbage) 2018

Brief description:

(@)

(b)

(c)

(d)

The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) lists
injury and fatality to vetebrate marine life caused by ingestion of, or entanglement in,
harmful marine debris as a key threatening process.

Australiadbs Threat Abat ement Pl an for

i ncr e

t he

udi

ng

m

wildlfe of Australiadés coasts and oceans incorpora

listed key threatening process. The threat abatement plan includes a range of
management approaches for research and monitoring, public outreach and
education, preventing and reducing debris from land-based sources as well as
addressing marine-based sources and removing accumulated marine debris from the
coastal marine environment.

A copy of the Threat Abatement Plan is avaliable at:
www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/threatened/publications/tap/marine-
debris-2018

In 2020, the Australian federal parliament enacted landmark legislation to ensure
Australia takes responsibility for its waste. The RAWR Act provides a national
framework to regulate the export of waste materials, and to manage the
environmental, health and safety impacts of such waste. Through subordinate
legislation, the Act implements the export ban on unprocessed waste plastic, paper,
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glass, and tyres that was agreed by the Commonwealth, state, and territory
governments in March 2020.

(e) The Act and its supporting Rules provides for voluntary, co-regulatory and mandatory
product stewardship schemes, to encourage companies to take greater responsibility
for the waste they generate, including through better product design and the
increased recovery and reuse of waste materials. It also requires the Minister to
publish a Product Stewardship Priority List each year which lists products most in
need of product stewardship action, and that may be regulated if other approaches
are not suitably adopted.

(f) The Waste Plastic Rules under the RAWR Act implement the ban on export of
unprocessed waste plastic in two phases, through a licensing and declaration
scheme.

Phase 1 of the export ban was in place from 1 July 2021 until 30 June 2022. This
required licence holders to sort plastic into a single polymer or resin prior to export for
further processing, recycling, and re-manufacture.

On 1 July 2022, phase 2 of the export ban commenced. This requires licence holders
to further process sorted waste in Australia prior to export, for example into flakes or
pellets.

The Waste Plastic Rules help ensure that Australia takes responsibility for its plastic
waste and promotes the development of our domestic recycling sector and circular
economy. By ensuring we only export properly processed waste, we are preventing
these materials from being dumped overseas, reducing harm to the environment and
human health.

(g) Australia is a signatory to the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary
Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal (Basel Convention) and
implements its obligations through the Hazardous Waste Act.

(h) The Basel Convention was amended from 1 January 2021 to enhance controls on
exports, imports and transboundary movement of waste plastics, so that impacts on
human health and the environment are minimised. The amendments introduced a
broad category of waste plastics that are to be subject to prior informed consent
procedures, with certain exceptions.

() The Hazardous Waste Act was amended in 2021 to incorporate the Basel
Convention plastic amendments into Australian law. The Hazardous Waste Act
operates in tandem with the RAWR Act to ensure the optimal environmental outcome
in relation to waste plastics.

() The Australian Government partners with state and territories governments and
industry to reduce the environmental impacts of packaging, including plastic
packaging, through the Australian Packaging Covenant (Covenant). The Covenant is
underpinned by the National Environment Protection (Used Packaging Materials)
Measure 2011.

(k) The Australian Government is working with the states and territories and industry to
review and reform the co-regulatory packaging system by 2025 to increase
sustainable packaging design and recyclability and integrat e wi t h Austr al
packaging product stewardship and circular economy initatives.

() The review presents an opportunity to strengthen the domestic regulatory framework
and ensure that all packaging available in Australia is designed to be recovered,
reused, recycled and reprocessed safely in line with circular economy principles.
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Increasing the effectiveness of the packaging framework will have consequences for
marine plastic litter by increasing product sustainability and plastic collection and
recycling.

(m)Australia is a Party to the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution
from Ships (MARPOL), which among other things, prohibits the discharge of plastic
into the sea. Australia implements its obligations through the Protection of the Sea
(Prevention of Pollution from Ships) Act 1983 (POTS Act) and Marine Order 95
(Marine pollution prevention i garbage) 2018 (MO95).

(n) Under the MARPOL vessels are also required to maintiain records of all garbage that
is generated and disposed by the vessel, including plastics, through a Garbage
Management Plan and a Garbage Record Book.

(o) Additionally, MARPOL obliges Member States ensure that adequate reception
facilities are available in ports and terminals to receive all types of waste, including
plastic, generated by a ship during normal operations.

Indicators

Do you have the MPL-specific indicators or data collection framework in your country?
'HYes
Please list your indicators here:

(a) Packaging targets

The National Packaging Targets have driven systemic change to how packaging is
designed, collected, recovered, and reprocessed, and are increasing recovery rates.

The Australian Government is taking a range of actions on waste and recycling that will
support industry to deliver the Targets, including:

fundngunder t he Recycling Modernisation Fund
processing infrastructure capacity

the fast-tracked phase-out of problematic and unnecessary single-use plastics under the
National Plastics Plan

supporting the Australasian Recycling Label (ARL) as a world-leading educational tool to
help households recycle correctly, including by investing $5 million to assist 20,000 small to
medium enterprises improve packaging sustainability and labelling by adopting the ARL

product stewardship schemes to increase plastic recycling rates.

In 2023 APCO completed a review of the Targets that shows they will not be met by 2025
and that voluntary actions are not sufficient to achieve a circular economy for packaging.
The Review identifies short and medium-term actions to support industry and address
systemic barriers. The Australian Government is working with APCO and the states and
territories to address these gaps in the immediate term and as part of reform to packaging
regulation.

The current data does not reflect the significant impact of government policies and industry
investment in infrastructure capacity since the reporting period.

All Environment Ministers have agreed on the need to reform packaging regulation by 2025
to ensure that packaging is designed to be recovered, reused, recycled and reprocessed
safely in line with circular economy principles.
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Reform provides an opportunity to address particularly challenging packaging types, such as
soft plastics, through improved collection and recycling and product stewardship
approaches.

This reform will provide a framework to support and monitor industry to ensure continuous
progress against packaging design and recovery objectives.

() The Australian Government S u p petivertassuitd FC O 6 s

(€)

resources for industry to assess and improve the design and manufacturing of their
packaging. These include the Sustainable Packaging Guidelines, Food Services
Packaging Sustainability Guidelines, Quick Start guidelines for design for recovery
and PET.

The Australian Government stongly supports the use of the Australasian Recycling
Label (ARL) as the only verified recycling label on the Australian market. The ARL is
a world-leading consumer education tool which helps households recycle and assists
brand owners to design recyclable packaging. The Australian Government has also
invested $5 million to support small-to-medium enterprises to implement the ARL on
their packaging, in turn giving households greater guidance on how to recycle and
keeping more plastics out of landfill.

(d) A national plastics pollution monitoring protocol and web portal T Austr al i

National Plastics Plan includes a commitment for the Australian Government to
establish a national monitoring protocol and web portal for plastics pollution. This is
currently in the early stages of development and is due for completion in 2025.

6.1.2. Measures and Achievements

Please choose one to indicate whether your country implements the following

measures
Introduce Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Yes No
Reduce single-use plastic (shopping bags, straws etc.) by regulations or| ves No
voluntary measures

Steps taken/ to be taken towards restricting microplastics in personal| ves No
care products

Improve waste management recycling system Yes No
Are there any human-centric, collective efforts/ actions/ practices for| ves No
sustainable MPL management

Conduct clean-up activities in rivers/ wetlands/ beaches/ coasts/ coral| vyes No
reefs/ sea floor, involving local communities involving local communities

Taken/to be taken National Level Action and/or Community Level Action| ves No
on Clean sea initiatives including ghost net retrieval, ocean-bound

plastics etc.

Created/creating a value Chain opportunity for abandoned, lost and| ves No
discarded fishing gear (ALDFG)

Financial incentives for fishers to promote the collection of end-of-life| ves No
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fishing gears

Encourage/ Incentivize action by private sector companies to reduce/| ves No
sustainably manage their plastic waste (e.g., Fishing Gear) through
policies/ regulations (e.g., Extended Producer Responsibility)

Do you have/are you building/ are you promoting technology based| ves No
plastic waste re-use, recycling and recovery opportunities

Install capturing trap/filter on drainage/river Yes No

Promote innovative solutions (e.g., upcycling fishing equipment,| ves No
Creating plastic circular economy etc.)

Boost multi-stakeholder involvement and awareness-raising Yes No

Share scientific information and knowledge: R&D and monitoring Yes No

Participate in international cooperation through international| ves No
Organisations, multi-national groups, etc.

Support  target region by your international cooperation| vyves No
initiatives/projects: South, Central and Southeast Asia

Support  target region by your international cooperation| vyves No
initiatives/projects: Africa

Support  target region by your international cooperation| vyves No
initiatives/projects: Latin America

Prevention and reduction of plastic waste generation

Levy of charges/ taxes for single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)

No

Ban on use of single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)
Yes

Names of actions:
a) 2021 National Plastics Plan i Phase outs
Targeted products:

a) To provide greater clarity to industry, on 15 April 2021 Environment Ministers identified
eight problematic and unnecessary single-use plastic product types for industry to phase
out nationally by 2025 (or sooner in some cases) under the National Waste Policy Action
Plan. The list includes:

Lightweight shopping bags

ADegradabl ed pl astdegsdalleh r agment abl e/ oxo
Plastic straws

Plastic utensils and stirrers

Plastic bowls and plates

Expanded polystyrene (EPS) consumer food containers (e.g. cups and clamshells)
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EPS consumer goods packaging (loose fill and moulded)
PVC labels

Actions for encouraging sustainable / circular product design
Yes

Names of actions:

The National Packaging Targets have driven systemic change to how packaging is
designed, collected, recovered, and reprocessed, and are increasing recovery rates.

The Australian Government is taking a range of actions on waste and recycling that will
support industry to deliver the Targets, including:

funding under the Recycling Moder ni sati on F
material processing infrastructure capacity

the fast-tracked phase-out of problematic and unnecessary single-use plastics under
the National Plastics Plan

supporting the Australasian Recycling Label (ARL) as a world-leading educational
tool to help households recycle correctly, including by investing $5 million to assist
20,000 small to medium enterprises improve packaging sustainability and labelling by
adopting the ARL

product stewardship schemes to increase plastic recycling rates.

Regulations on microplastics
Yes

Names of regulations:

Industry-led phase-out of microbeads in rinse-off personal care, cosmetic and cleaning
products sold in Australia

Brief description:

A 2020 independent assessment of the voluntary industry-led phase-out of microbeads in
rinse-off personal care, cosmetic and cleaning products sold in Australia revealed that 99.3%
of the targeted products were microbead free.

Government actions on microplastics
In preparation

Community actions on microplastics including individual and wider stakeholder
involvement (e.g. businesses, coastal community etc.)

No

Others (please specify)

Australia supports and is engaged in the work of the International Maritime Organisation to
implement the Strategy to reduce marine plastic litter from ships and the associated Action
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Plan, which includes actions to better understand the contribution of ships to marine
microplastics.

Environmentally sound waste management

Enforcement of proper waste management system
Yes

Names of actions:
(a) Ban on exports of waste plastic, paper, glass and tyres
Brief description:

In March 2020, the Australian Government, along with all states and territories and local
governments, agreed to a phased ban on the export of waste plastic, paper, glass and tyres,
starting with glass on 1 January 2021.

The Recycling and Waste Reduction Act 2020 (the Act) commenced on 16 December 2020.

The Recycling and Waste Reduction Rules (Exporti Waste Plastic) Rules 2021 (the Waste
Plastic Rules) were made on 24 May 2021. The Act and Rules regulate export of waste
plastic.

From 1 July 2021, an export licencing scheme for waste plastics was implemented and
exports of unsorted mixed waste plastics were banned.

Phase 1 of the export ban was in place from 1 July 2021 until 30 June 2022. This required
licence holders to sort their plastic into a single polymer or resin prior to export for further
processing, recycling, and re-manufacture.

On 1 July 2022, phase 2 of the export ban commenced. This requires licence holders to
further process sorted waste in Australia prior to export, for example into flakes or pellets.

Australia monitors how ships process and dispose of garbage, including plastic waste
through AMSAs risk-based Port State Control (PSC) inspection program, conducting over
3000 PSC inspections each year. PSC verifies that ships are meeting their MARPOL
requierments for waste management, recording and disposal.

Prevention of littering, illegal dumping and unintentional leakage of waste into the
ocean

Yes
Names of actions:
2019 National Waste Policy Action Plan to implement the 2018 National Waste Policy
Australian Recycling Investment Plan

Threat Abatement Plan for the impacts of marine debris on the vertebrate wildlife of
Australiads coasts and oceans

National Plastics Plan

CSIRO Plastics Innovation Hubs

Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative

Partnership with National Centre for Coastal Research

Brief description:
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On 8 November 2019, Australian environment ministers agreed to a National Waste Policy
Action Plan (the Action Plan) that drives the implementation of the 2018 National Waste
Policy. The Action Plan includes targets that help guide investment and national efforts in
waste management and resource recovery to 2030 and beyond.

An 80% 6recovervd rate of materi al across

Significant increases to government procurement of recycled materials

Phase out problematic and unnecessary plastics by 2025

The Australian Government has committed to a AU$167 million Australian Recycling

al |

l nvest ment Pl an to increase Australiabdés recycl:i

and accelerate work on new recycling schemes. The focus of this Plan is on creating the
right investment environment so that new technologies are commercialised, preventing
pollution from entering our oceans and creating valuable new products. The Plan includes
AU$100 million through the Clean Energy Finance Corporation to support the manufacture
of products using recycled materials (including plastics), AU$20 million through Cooperative
Research Centre grants to find new and innovative solutions to plastic recycling and waste,
an AU$20 million Product Stewardship Investment Fund to help to fast track new
recycling/product stewardship schemes, and more than AU$11 million for community
campaigns to reduce litter and clean up beaches and waterways.

Australia is implementing the Threat Abatement Plan for the impacts of marine debris on the

vertebrate wildlife of Australi ads coasts

https://www.environment.gov.au/  biodiversity/threatened/publications/tap/ marine-debris-
2018.

Specific actions in the 2021 National Plastics Plan relating to the prevention of littering,
illegal dumping and unintentional leakage into the ocean include:

Work with industry to fast-track the phase out of particular problematic and unnecessary
plastics, and consider regulatory action should the industry phase out not be achieved

Deliver a Plastic Free Beaches initiative in partnership with Boomerang Alliance to eliinate
singe-use plastics from Australiads favourite
to alternative products

Pursue coordinated global action on marine litter and microplastic pollution through a new
global agreement

Work with the textile and whitegoods sectors on an industry-led phase-in of microfibre filters
on new residential and commercial washing machines by 1 July 2030.

Pursue opportunities across Government for coordinated policy response to reduce e-vape
litter in Australia

Partner with states and territories and the CSIRO on solutions to prevent plastic debris
entering the marine environment via stormwater

Partner with organisations to establish a national monitoring protocol and database for
plastic pollution.

Continue to implement the Threat Abatement Plan for the impacts of marine debris on the
vertebrate wildlife of .Australiads coasts

Establish an Indonesia-Australia Systemic Innovation Lab on Marine Plastic Waste under the
leadership of the CSIRO and the Indonesian Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries.
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Implement measures to reduce ship-sourced waste in accordance with the International
Mariti me Organisationés Action Plan to address n

CSIRO Plastics Innovation Hubs
Indonesia-Australia Systemic Innovation Lab on Marine Plastic Waste:

Australia and Indonesia have agreed to establish and have launched a new $1.3 million
Indonesia-Australia Systemic Innovation Lab on Marine Plastic Waste partnership under the
joint leadership of the CSIRO and the Indonesian Ministry of Education, Culture, Research
and Technology. This new initiative will strengthen research collaboration to help identify
new approaches in tackling marine plastic waste across the region.

Mekong-Australia Systemic Innovation Lab on Marine Plastic Waste:

The Vietham Plastics Innovation Hub is an initiative of Aus4lnnovation, an official

development assistance program, sponsored by DFAT, managed and co-funded by CSIRO

and the Hanoi Embassy anddel i vered in strategic partnershi|
Science and Technology (MOST) and with collaboration from the National Plastic Action

Partnership and the Vietham Administration of Seas and Islands (VASI). A Mekong-Australia

Systemic Innovation Lab on Marine Plastic Waste (covering Thailand, Cambodia and Laos)

is the 3rd hub in the network, currently in the design phase. Further information at this link.

DFAT has appointed CSI RO astneAunder tha IndoaPacdic Kno wl e
Oceans Initiative.

CSI RO is partnering with Indiads National Centr .
to support development of a formal partnership arrangement. Together with National Centre

for Coastal Research (NCCR), CSI| RO, and Singaporeds Nati onal
hosted the East Asia Summit (EAS) Marine Plastic Debris Workshop with most EAS member

countries in attendance.

Are linkages between marine litter and blue economy being studied by your country?
Has your country taken any policy/ legal measures to address these linkages?

No

Others (Please specify)

Cleanup of marine plastic litter

Collection of scattered waste on beach
Yes

Names of actions:

(a) Australian Government Ghost Nets Initiative: Indigenous Rangers Coastal Clean-ups
Project.

(b) Environment Restoration Fund
(c) Communities Environment Program
(d) CSIRO Ghost Nets Research

Brief description:

(@) As part of the the $14.8 million Australian Government Ghost Nets Initiative
Indigenous ranger groups are being supported to coordinate retrievals and marine
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debris beach clean ups and to collect data on the source of ghost nets in the Gulf of
Carpentari a, one of the nat i ofnord ®reignovaterss pot s f
On-ground activities under the Ghost Nets Initiative are being expanded from 2022 to

additional Indigenous ranger groups in the gulf and other northern Australian

hotspots.

(b) The Australian Government is investing $100 million, over four years from 2019-20 to
2022-23 through the Environment Restoration Fund. Projects delivered under the
ERF focus on protecting threatened and migratory species and their habitat across
Australiads coasts, oceans and watfe@beachys. ERI
and coastline clean-up activities, including AU$300,000 to Clean Up Australia Day
and AU$5,000,000 to Conservation Volunteers Australia.

(c) The Communities Environment Program is a grant program that supports community-
led projects to address local environmental priorities, including litter clean up events.

(d) Recent analysis by CSIRO demonstrated there is an increase in ghost nets across
northern Australia, not a decrease (or positive improvement), across most of the
country.

Removal of plastic litter from the ocean
Yes

Names of actions:
a) Australian Circular Economy Hub
b) Australian Circular Economy Ministerial Advisory Group
Brief description:
a) The Australian Government has invested AU$1.6 million through the Environment
Restoration Fund to help establish an Australian Circular Economy Hub and

Marketplace by end of 2021, designed to be a one-stop-shop for circular economy
inspiration, education and implementation in Australia.

The Australian Government through the Minister for the Environment and Water has
established an Advisory Group to guide Austral
economy by 2030. Members are appointed by the Minister for Environment and Water

based on individual expertise.

Others

Promotion of innovative solutions

Policy actions for encouraging plastic alternatives (e.g. biodegradable plastics,
circular product design 1 including use of recycled materials or closed-loop
recycling)

Public-private partnerships for creating and implementing innovative solution
Others

Education and awareness raising

Education system and/or curriculum for encouraging public awareness on MPL
issues
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Yes

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL i National

Yes

Names of actions:

Australia is implementing the Threat Abatement Plan for the impacts of marine debris
on vertebrate wildlife of Australiads coasts
Plastic Free Beaches

National Consumer Education Campaign on the ARL

MOU with Tangaroa Blue/Australian Marine Debris Initiative

Brief description:

a)

b)

d)

The TAP includes a range of management approaches for research and monitoring,
public outreach and education, preventing and reducing debris from land-based
sources as well as addressing marine-based sources and removing accumulated
marine debris from the coastal marine environment.

The Plastic Free Beaches initiative will work with businesses in eight identified
geographic areas to phase out problematic single use plastics. The selected areas
disproportionately contribute to marine plastic litter (e.g. high visitor numbers, density
of retail and food outlets offering single use plastic items, proximity to the coast or
waterways through which plastic pollution is transported).

The Australasian Recycling Label (ARL) is a world-leading consumer education tool
which helps households recycle and assists brand owners to design recyclable
packaging.

The Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) holds an MOU with Tangaroa Blue,
a non-government Organisation that coordinates the Australian Marine Debris
I nitiative. AMSA works in partnership
capability to meet MARPOL garbage management obligations and help identify and
address any gaps in our regulatory framework, including the proper disposal of
plastic waste from ships to prevent marine debris.

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL i Local

Yes

Names of actions:

(a) Plastic Free Beaches initiative

(b) National Consumer Education Campaign

(c) ReefClean Project

Brief description:

a)

b)

c)

Plastic Free Beaches is being delivered in partnership with Boomerang Alliance to
eliminate single-use plastics from Australiads
businesses to switch to alternative products, simultaneously raising consumer
awareness of the issue.

The National Consumer Education Campaign delivered targeted sessions and
toolkits to local councils, waste educators and their waste contractors, and primary
and secondary school students.

The ReefClean Project is being delivered by Tangaroa Blue from 2018-19 to 2022-23
and seeks to manage and mitigate mar.
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coastlines, islands and waterways through targeted removal, community awareness
and source reduction programs.

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL - International/Regional

Yes

Names of actions:

a) CSIRO Global Plastics Leakage project

Brief description:

a) CSIRO's global plastics leakage project worked in over a dozen countries (many

Others

within the region) to build capacity, collect and collate data and develop national
baselines. Work has also been undertaken with United Nations Coordinating Body
on the Seas of East Asia (COBSEA) to enable regional partners to foster
collaboration, harmonisation and professional development between COBSEA
participating countries, as well as to conduct training of trainers on monitoring and
assessment of marine plastic litter and microplastics across the region.

Monitoring & Scientific research on marine plastic litter

Actions for encouraging monitoring / scientific research on plastic flows and ocean
surface microplastics

Yes

Names of actions:

(a) National Waste Reports

Other research

National Environment Science Program

National plastics pollution monitoring protocol and database
CSIRO Marine Debris Research

Brief description:

(b) Australiads Nati onal Waste Reports de

waste and recycling. The Reports present data and commentary on waste
generation, recovery and fate for all waste streams and various material categories. It
also analyses this information by jurisdiction and on a per capita basis. More
information is available at:

https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/protection/waste/national-waste-reports/2020

(c) Australia is conducting a range of research to better understand marine debris,

including marine plastic pollution. Recent CSIRO research indicates that 75% of
Australian beach pollution is plastic. This research will assist in setting baselines for
marine debris and plastic pollution, allowing this to be tracked over time. For details
on CSIRO marine debris research, see
https://www.csiro.au/en/Research/OandA/Areas/Marine-resources-and-
industries/Marine-debris

(d) The Australian Government has invested AU$149 million in the second phase of the

National Environment Science Program to establish four new multidisciplinary and
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applied research hubs, including a Marine and Coastal Hub and a Sustainable
Communities and Waste Hub. The program provides evidence for the design,
delivery and on-ground outcomes for environmental programs, helps decision-
makers build resilience and supports positive environmental, social and economic
outcomes, including in relation to plastic flows and ocean surface microplastics.

(e)Australiads 2021 National Pl astics Plan 1inc
Government to partner with organisations to establish a national monitoring protocol
and database for plastics pollution (currently in the early stages of development).

Engagement in international/regional level actions for encouraging monitoring /
scientific research on plastic flows and ocean surface microplastics

Yes

Names of actions:
(a) Regional engagement
International engagement and commitments
Brief description:
Regional engagement

The Australian Government has committed AU$16 million to the Pacific Ocean Litter Project
(POLP), to help the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Program (SPREP)
implement the Pacific Regional Action Plan: Marine Litter 2018-2025. The POLP is working
to assist Pacific island countries to refuse, reduce and find alternatives to single-use plastics,
such as plastic bags, cutlery, food containers and drink bottles, which make up much of the
plastic waste in inshore waters and beaches in the Pacific region.

The Australian Government is a supporting member of the Australia New Zealand Pacific

Plastic Pact (ANZPAC). ANZPAC is the first Plastics Pact in the Oceania region, second

regional Pact and the 11th Plastics Pact under the Ellen MacArthur Foundat i onés gl obe
Plastics Pact Network. Members aim to achieve four targets: eliminating unnecessary and

problematic plastic packaging, ensuring 100% of plastic pacakging is reusable, recyclable or

compostable by 2025, increasing plastic packaging collected and effectively recycled by

25%, and having an average of 25% recycled content in packaging.

In 2023, ANZPAC members are collaborating on the creation of plastics end markets,
trialling reuse systems in the tourism industry, and harmonising restrictions for problematic
single-use plastics. ANZPAC is also developing a shared evidence and knowledge base for
plastics reduction in the Pacific, including through Circular Design Guidelines and Pacific
Island value chain information sessions. Projects receive engagement from ANZPAC
Members from across the region and value chain to foster collaboration and ensure success
and impact.

See above input on Australia-Indonesia Plastics Innovation Hub.
International engagement and commitments

Australia worked with other countries to launch negotiations for a new treaty to end plastic
pollution, including in the marine environment, at the March 2022 United Nations
Environment Assembly (UNEA 5.2). Australia will actively engage in negotiations to finalise
the draft treaty by the end of 2024.
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The final resolution adopted at UNEA 5.2 directs the intergovernmental negotiating committe
to develop an international legally binding instrument on plastic pollution including in the
marine environment, that includes provisions to:

facilitate access to technology, capacity building and scientific and technical
cooperation.

promote research and development of sustainable, affordable, innovative and cost-
efficient approaches

Australia is a member of the Commonwealth Clean Ocean Alliance, the United Nations
Environment Programme Clean Seas Campaign, the G20 Marine Litter Action Plan and G20
Implementation Framework for Actions on Marine Plastic Litter, and the High-Level Panel for
a Sustainable Ocean Economy. Under the UN Clean Seas Campaign, Australia has made
several public commitments, including packaging targets.

Others
In progress

Australia is actively engaged in the work of the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) to
reduce vessel-sourced marine plastic pollution, including through the development of new
requirements on the mandatory marking of fishing gear and reporting of Abandoned, Lost
and Discarded Fishing Gear (ALDFG). The fishing gear requirements aim to disincentivise
the discharge of gear into the sea, improve data collection on the loss and discharge of
fishing gear and improve understanding of the contribution of fishing gear to the global
marine plastic litter issue so that appropriate measures can be identified to prevent future
losses and discharges. Australia is also involved in the work of the IMO to introduce
measures to reduce the risk of plastic pellet loss and aid the clean-up of any plastic pellet
spill resulting from their transport by ships.

6.1.3. Challenges
Check the challenges that your country has faced:

Recycling system improvement

Proper waste management system (including lack of local capacity)
Data collection related to waste in general

Data collection related to marine plastic litter

Lack of awareness among citizens, business, local governments
Lack of financial incentives for waste treatment in general

Lack of financial incentives for technology development

Project delays due to COVID-19

Others (Please specify)
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6.1.4. Best Practices

National level

In 2020, the Australian Government introduced landmark legislation to ensure Australia
takes responsibility for its waste. The RAWR Act provides a national framework to manage
waste and recycling across Australia, now and into the future. It implements the export ban
on waste plastic, paper, glass, and tyres that was agreed by the Commonwealth, state, and
territory governments in March 2020.

The legislation and its supporting Rules also allows for voluntary, co-regulatory and
mandatory product stewardship, to encourage companies to take greater responsibility for
the waste they generate, including through better product design and the increased recovery
and reuse of waste materials. It also requires the Minister to publish a Product Stewardship
Priority List each year of products that might warrant regulation if other approaches are not
suitably adopted.

Outreach/education activities, alongside local government policies and national led action
have demonstrated a 29% average decrease of coastal litter in Australia over 6 years

Local level

CSIRO research has shown container deposit schemes (CDS) can reduce drink containers
in the ocean by 40%. CDS are in operation in South Australia, Northern Territory, New South
Wales, Queensland, the Australian Capital Territory and Western Australia. Tasmania and
Victoria will have their schemes operational in 2023.

States and territories are acting on the use of single use plastics with policies having been
implemented already or planned in the near future.

Private sector

The Australasian Recycling Label (ARL) is a world-leading consumer education tool which
helps households recycle and assists brand owners to design recyclable packaging. The
Australian Government has also invested $5 million to support small-to-medium enterprises
to implement the ARL on their packaging in turn giving households greater guidance on how
to recycle and keeping more plastics out of landfill.

International cooperation

Australia was pleased to worked with other countries to launch negotiations for a new treaty
to end plastic pollution, including in the marine environment, at the March 2022 United
Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA 5.2).

Australia supports an ambitious legally binding instrument on plastic pollution and is playing
an active leadership role in the negotiations. Our priority is that the instrument addresses the
full life cycle of plastics and supports the transition towards a safe circular economy.

In November 2022, Australia joined the High Ambition Coalition to End Plastic Pollution
which aims to end plastic pollution by 2040 through an ambitious legally binding instrument.
Australia will work closely with other Coalition members to advocate for an ambitious
instrument.

In November 2022 the Australian Government also joined the New Plastics Economy Global
Commitment, an initiative of the Ellen MacArthur Foundation that is administered by the UN
Environment Programme.
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Australia is a party to several Regional Fisheries Management Organisations (RFMOSs), all of
which are either actively considering or have already adopted specific gear marking
provisions as a step towards encouraging the retention and recovery of fishing gear.

The Australian Government has committed AU$16 million to the Pacific Ocean Litter Project
to help the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Program (SPREP) implement of
the Pacific Regional Action Plan: Marine Litter 2018-2025. The POLP is working to assist
Pacific island countries refuse, reduce and find alternatives to single-use plastics, such as
plastic bags, cutlery, food containers and drink bottles, which make up much of the plastic
waste in inshore waters and beaches in the Pacific region.

6.1.5. References and Reading Links

https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment

6.1.6. Contact Detalils: (Please specify name and email address)

Cameron Colebatch (cameron.colebatch@environment.gov.au) cc. International Plastic
Policy inbox (international.plastics@environment.gov.au)
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6.2. Brazil

Key Highlights

National Solid Waste Management Policy i Federal Law No.
12,305/2010

Environment National Policy Law i Federal Law No. 6,938/1981.
Federal Law No. 14,026/2020, updates the legal framework for
basic sanitation

Part of London Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by
Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter (LC-72) T Decree No.
87,566/1982;

6.2.1. Policy and Frameworks

National Action Plan

Yes

Pl ease | i st legiglation indudingmanrte gndl brief description here:

Legal Framework

1. The main legal national instruments are:
Environment National Policy Law i Federal Law No. 6,938/1981.

National Solid Waste Management Policy i Federal Law No. 12,305/2010. According to this
law, it is forbidden to discharge any kind of debris in beaches, sea or any other water bodies.

Federal Law No. 14,026/2020, updates the legal framework for basic sanitation. This law
establishes as one of its principles that the provision of water supply, sewage disposal,
urban cleaning and solid waste management services must consider public health,
conservation of natural resources and protection of the environment.

Environmental Crimes Law i Federal Law No. 9,605/2008 - This law considers it an
environmental crime to either dispose of any kind of oil substances at odds with such law or
to dispose of any kind of debris at beaches, at sea or in any other water resources.

Decree No. 10,936/2022, regulates the National Solid Waste Management Policy i (Law No.
12,305/2010).

Decree No. 11,043/2022, approves the National Plan to Solid Waste Management

Decree No. 11,413/2023, Establishes the Reverse Logistics Recycling Credit Certificate, the
General Packaging Structuring and Recycling Certificate and the Future Mass Credit
Certificate, under the scope of the reverse logistics systems referred to in art. 33 of Law No.
12,305, of August 2, 2010.

Decree No. 11,414/2023, Establishes the Pro-Scavengers Program for Popular Recycling
and the Interministerial Committee for the Socioeconomic Inclusion of Scavengers of
Reusable and Recyclable Materials.
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National Environmental Council (Conama) Resolution No. 454/2012, establishes general
guidelines and referential procedures for the management of the material to be dredged in
waters under national jurisdiction and its final disposition.

Normative Instruction MPA-MMA No. 12/2012, requires the identification of marine gillnet
and trammel net fisheries.

Brazil is also Party to the following international conventions:

London Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other
Matter (LC-72) i Decree No. 87,566/1982;

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) - Decree No. 99,165/1990;

Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and
Their Disposal i Decree No. 875/1993.

MARPOL (International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships) - Decree no.
2,508/1998

Indictors

In preparation

Pl ease | ist your countryods | egislatNama: i ncl udi ngd
Decree establishing reverse logistics for plastic packaging discarded by consumers
Brief description:
The Decree, which is in the final stage of preparation, is one of the instruments that
regulates the principle of shared responsibility for the life cycle of products. Through this
instrument, plastic recycling targets will be established based on the shipment of these
products placed on the domestic market. In addition, the decree establishes percentages of
recycled content in new plastic packaging
Indicators
Yes
Pl ease | ist your countrybds | egislation includin
Actions Indicators
To implement measures for environmentally|Number of coastal municipalities with

environmentally sound destination of solid
wastes

sound management of solid wastes

To Quantity of devices installed

retention in rain galleries and water courses

deploy devices for solid waste

To perform actions of cleaning and litter
collection in mangroves and on sea and fluvial
shores

Quantity of actions carried out; Quantity of
waste collected

To perform litter combating actions in
rivers

Number of municipalities with actions
undertaken
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To provide data and information for|Platform updated available on the
continuous improvement of actions for|Ministry of the Environment website
pollution prevention and environmental

recovery

Please list your indicators here:

Prohibition Orders for single-use plastic and polystyrene (shopping bags, straws,
etc.)

Promotion of innovative solutions
Boosting multi-stakeholder involvement and awareness-raising
Beach clean-ups

Yes

Pl ease | ist your ¢ ounamewndbriefldesgiptisnlherd: i on i ncl udi ngd
1. The main legal national instruments are:
Environment National Policy Law i Federal Law No. 6,938/1981.

National Solid Waste Management Policy i Federal Law No. 12,305/2010. According to this
law, it is forbidden to discharge any kind of debris in beaches, sea or any other water bodies.

Federal Law No. 14,026/2020, updates the legal framework for basic sanitation. This law
establishes as one of its principles that the provision of water supply, sewage disposal,
urban cleaning and solid waste management services must consider public health,
conservation of natural resources and protection of the environment.

Environmental Crimes Law 7 Federal Law No. 9,605/2008 - This law considers it an
environmental crime to either dispose of any kind of oil substances at odds with such law or
to dispose of any kind of debris at beaches, at sea or in any other water resources.

Decree No. 10,936/2022, regulates the National Solid Waste Management Policy i (Law No.
12,305/2010).

Decree No. 11,043/2022, approves the National Plan to Solid Waste Management

6.2.2. Measures and Achievements

Introduce Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Yes No

Reduce single-use plastic (shopping bags, straws etc.) by|f Yes 'HNo
regulations or voluntary measures

Steps taken/ to be taken towards restricting microplastics in personal|f Yes 'H No
care products

Improve waste management recycling system Yes No
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Are there any human-centric, collective efforts/ actions/ practices for| vas No
sustainable MPL management

Conduct clean-up activities in rivers/ wetlands/ beaches/ coasts/| ves No
coral reefs/ sea floor, involving local communities involving local
communities

Taken/to be taken National Level Action and/or Community Level| vas No
Action on Clean sea initiatives including ghost net retrieval, ocean-
bound plastics etc.

Created/creating a value Chain opportunity for abandoned, lost and|f Yes 'H No
discarded fishing gear (ALDFG)

Financial incentives for fishers to promote the collection of end-of-life|f; Yes H No
fishing gears

Encourage/ Incentivize action by private sector companies to reduce/| yes No
sustainably manage their plastic waste (e.g., Fishing Gear) through
policies/ regulations (e.g., Extended Producer Responsibility)

Do you have/are you building/ are you promoting technology based| yves No
plastic waste re-use, recycling and recovery opportunities

Install capturing trap/filter on drainage/river Yes No

Promote innovative solutions (e.g., upcycling fishing equipment,| yves No
Creating plastic circular economy etc.)

Boost multi-stakeholder involvement and awareness-raising Yes No

Share scientific information and knowledge: R&D and monitoring Yes No

Participate in international cooperation through international| yves No
Organisations, multi-national groups, etc.

Support target region by your international cooperation|f Yes HNo
initiatives/projects: South, Central and Southeast Asia

Support target region by your international cooperation|f Yes H No
initiatives/projects: Africa

Support target region by your international cooperation|f Yes 'HNo
initiatives/projects: Latin America

Prevention and reduction of plastic waste generation

Levy of charges/ taxes for single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)

Yes

Names of actions: Sector Agreement for Reverse Logistics System for Packaging

Targeted products:
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Brief description: This Sector Agreement has been implemented since 2015. It aims to ensure
the environmentally appropriate final destination of packaging in general. Through this
agreement with Ministry of the Environment, manufacturers, importers, traders and distributors
of packaging and products sold in packaging commit to working together to ensure the
environmentally friendly final destination of the packaging they place on the market. The
packaging can be composed of paper and cardboard, plastic, aluminum, steel, glass, or even a
combination of these materials, such as long-life carton packaging, for example.

The arrangement made through the sectoral agreement is being redone through the publication
of decrees for each type of packaging, as is the case of the decree that establishes the reverse
logistics of plastic packaging. It includes support for cooperatives of recyclable material collectors
and partnerships with commerce for the installation of voluntary delivery points.

Ban on use of single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)
'HNo

Actions for encouraging sustainable / circular product design

Yes

Names of actions: Decree that establishes reverse logistics for plastic packaging

Brief description: The government is in the final stages of preparing the decree that establishes
reverse logistics for plastic packaging. There are initiatives already created within the scope of the
federal and state government to remunerate collectors of recyclable materials for the collection and
processing of waste in sorting centers

Regulation on microplastics
'HNo

Government actions on microplastics

'HNo

Community actions on microplastics including individual and wider stakeholder
involvement (e.g. businesses, coastal community etc.)

'HNo

Environmentally sound waste management

Environmentally sound waste management system
Yes

Names of actions: National Reverse Logistics Program; National Information System on Solid
Waste Management

Brief Description:

Law No. 12,305/2010 established the Brazilian National Solid Waste Policy providing
principles, objectives, instruments, and guidelines for the integrated management of solid
waste, including hazardous waste. An important aim of the policy is to decrease the total
volume of waste produced nationally and increase the sustainability of solid waste
management from the local level to national level.
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Prevention of littering, illegal dumping and unintentional leakage of waste into the
ocean

Are linkages between marine litter and blue economy being studied by your country?
Has your country taken any policy/ legal measures to address these linkages?

Cleanup of marine plastic litter
Collection of scattered waste on beach

Removal of plastic litter from the ocean

Promotion of innovative solutions

Policy actions for encouraging plastic alternatives (e.g. biodegradable plastics,
circular product design i including use of recycled materials or closed-loop
recycling)

Public-private partnerships for creating and implementing innovative solution

Education and Awareness raising

Education system and/or curriculum for encouraging public awareness on MPL
issues

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL
National Level

Local Level
International Level / Regional Level

Monitoring & Scientific research on marine plastic litter

Actions for encouraging monitoring / scientific research on plastic flows and
ocean surface microplastics

Engagement in international/regional level actions for encouraging monitoring
I/scientific research on plastic flows and ocean surface microplastics
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6.2.3. Challenges

Recycling system improvement
Proper waste management system (including lack of local capacity)

Data collection related to waste in general

Data collection related to marine plastic litter

Lack of awareness among citizens, business, local governments

Lack of financial incentives for waste treatment in general

Lack of financial incentives for technology development
n Project delays due to COVID-19

6.2.4. Best Practices

National Level

Local Level

Private Sector

6.2.5. References and Reading Links

Zero Waste Dumpsite Program https://www.gov.br/mma/pt-
br/assuntos/agendaambientalurbana/lixao-zero

6.2.6. Contact Details: (Please specify name and email address)

Adalberto Felicio Maluf Filho, Secretary for Urban Environment and Environmental
Quality  / Ministry  of  the Environment  and Climate Change
(adalberto.maluf@mma.gov.br )

Thaianne Resende Henriques Fabio, Director for Environment Quality Substitute /
Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change (thaianne.fabio@mma.gov.br )

Ana Paula Leite Prates, Director for Ocean and Coastal Management/ Ministry of the
Environment and Climate Change (ana.prates@mma.gov.br

Larissa Cruz Godoy, Deputy General-Coordinator for Coastal Management / Ministry
of the Environment and Climate Change (larissa.godoy@mma.gov.br )

Robson José Calixto, Environmental Analyst for Ocean and Coastal Management/
Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change (robson-jose.calixto@mma.gov.br
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6.3. I*I Canada

Key Highlights

Canada-wide Strategy on Zero
Plastic Waste

Canada-wide Action Plan on Zero
Plastic Waste (Phase 1 and
Phase 2)

Canadian Environmental
Protection Act

Canada has adopted a goal of
zero plastic waste by 2030.

The Single-use Plastics
Prohibition Regulations (SUPPR)
are part of the Government of
Canadads compr el
address pollution

Microbeads in Toiletries Addition  of  microbeads to
Regulations Schedule 1 of CEPA Microbeads

Single-use  Plastics  Prohibition in Toiletries Regulations _
Regulations Canada-wide Strategy and Action

Fisheries Act and Species at Risk Plan on Zero Plastic Waste

Act.
The Ghost Gear Program

T A Roadmap to Strengthen the
Management of Single-use and
Disposable Plastics (2022)

6.3.1. Policy and Frameworks

National Action Plan

'HYes

Please provide the name of your action plan or strategy with a brief description here:
Name:

Canada-wide Strategy on Zero Plastic Waste

Canada-wide Action Plan on Zero Plastic Waste (Phase 1 and Phase 2)

Brief description:

The Canada-wide Strategy on Zero Plastic Waste and its comprehensive Action Plan are
moving Canada toward a circular economy for plastics and addressing plastic pollution, and
positioning the country as a world leader in innovative waste prevention, reduction and
management solutions.

In 2018, federal, provincial and territorial governments, through the Canadian Council of
Ministers of the Environment, approved the Canada-wide Strategy on Zero Plastic Waste,
which outlines a vision to keep all plastics in the economy and out of the environment. As
such, the Strategy identifies areas where improvements are needed across the plastic
lifecycle as well as the opportunities for economic growth at every stage of a circular plastics
economy. The Strategy aligns with the Ocean Plastics Charter, which was a key outcome of
Canadabés G7 presidency in 2018.
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In 2019, the Council adopted Phase 1 of the Canada-wide Action Plan on Zero Plastic
Waste, which focuses government efforts across a broad range of activities, including:
support for recycling infrastructure and innovation in plastics manufacturing, tools for green
procurement practices, and guidance on best practices. The following year, the Council
adopted Phase 2 of the Action Plan, which outlines further action to reduce plastic pollution,
raise awareness, strengthen science and take global action.

The C o uRpadm&pobts Strengthen the Management of Single-use and Disposable
Plastics and Guidance to Facilitate Consistent Extended Producer Responsibility Policies
and Programs for Plastics were recently published in 2022.

'H In preparation
Please provide the name of your action plan or strategy with a brief description here:
Name: Canadian Ghost Gear Action Plan.

Brief description: The Canadian Ghost Gear Action Plan will provide direction on
modernizing Canadabs fisheries management pract
are better able to prevent the loss of fishing gear and that lost gear is more easily recovered.

The plan will look at fishing gear through its life cycle (composition of gear, end-of-life

responsible disposal options, measures to prevent gear loss, improved retrieval techniques,

etc).

Legal Framework

'HYes

Pl ease | ist your countryds Il egislation including
Name:

Canadian Environmental Protection Act

- Microbeads in Toiletries Regulations
- Single-use Plastics Prohibition Regulations
- Fisheries Act and Species at Risk Act.

Brief description:

Among several Canadian federal acts, regulations and agreements that contribute to the

prevention of marine plastic litter, including microplastics, the Canadian Environmental

Protection Act (the Act) is particularly significant in providing the authority for the
Government of Canada to enact regulations and other risk-management tools to address the

har mf ul i mpacts of certain plastics. Foll owi ng
list of toxic substances, Canada introduced the Microbeads in Toiletries Regulations in 2017

to ban toiletries that contain microbeads, such as bath and body products, skin cleansers,

and toothpaste. In 2022, Canada introduced the Single-use Plastics Prohibition Regulations,
following the addition of pl astic manufactured
prohibit the manufacture, import and sale of single-use plastic checkout bags, cutlery,
foodservice ware made from our containing problematic plastics, ring carriers, stir sticks, and

straws.

As well, the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, the Canada Shipping Act and other
enabling legislation, provide authority for the federal government to enforce the Cross-border
Movement of Hazardous Waste and Hazardous Recyclable Material Regulations, which
were introduced in 2021 to replace the Export and Import of Hazardous Waste and
Hazardous Recyclable Material Regulations. The implementation of these regulations
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contribute to Can adbigatonsarnér the Bagel Conventinie (esee below)
as well as other international and regional agreements.

Canadaods Fisheries Act, which prohibits serious

of deleterious substances into domestic waters, and the Species at Risk Act, which seeks to
protect critical habitats of at-risk species, including in the marine environment, provide
further authorities for the federal government to prevent and reduce marine plastic litter in
Canada. The Fisheries Act and Species at Risk Act play a specific role in the prevention of
the depositing of deleterious substances into Canadian waters and the protection of species

at risk. As part of the Ghost Gear Programos

determined that a stand-alone Ghost Gear Act may be required.

Canada also implements its obligations under several legally binding international
agreements that contribute to preventing waste and litter, namely: the Basel Convention on
the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal; the
International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL); and the
London Convention and Protocol to prevent marine pollution by dumping at sea.

Canadads i mpl ement at i dramewofks for tictionm i suchras, the @caani o n a |

Plastics Charter, G7 Action Plan to Combat Marine Litter, G20 Action Plan on Marine Litter
and Implementation Framework, International maritime Organisation Action Plan to Address
Marine Litter from Ships, and the plastics-related United Nations Environment Assembly
resolutions i help to inform and support the legal framework to address marine plastic litter

In preparation

Pl ease |ist your countryds | egislation incl

Name:

Recycled Content and Labelling for Plastic Products Regulations
Federal plastics registry

Brief description:

As part of Canadaébés comprehensive plan to
waste, the Government of Canada proposes to (i) develop rules for recyclability and
compostability labelling, as well as minimum recycled content requirements for certain
products, and (ii) establish a federal plastics registry requiring producers of plastic products
to report on the plastics they place on the Canadian market.

New labelling rules would enable Canadians to make informed decisions about the plastics
they buy and how to properly dispose of the products at their end-of-life, and new minimum
recycled content requirements would strengthen market demand for recycled plastics.
Together, these labelling rules and recycled content requirements can drive improvements to
recycling systems and product design. Draft regulations are targeted for publication by the
end of 2023.

A federal public registry would require producers to report annually on plastics in the
Canadian economy. In doing so, the registry would support the harmonization and improved
accessibility of data pertaining to plastics in the Canadian market. A public registry would
also complement the science and research activities of the broader federal agenda toward
zero plastic waste.

Indicators

Yes
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Please list your indicators here:
Canada has adopted a goal of zero plastic waste by 2030.

The Ocean Plastics Charter, championed by Canada during its 2018 G7 presidency,
includes actions across the plastics lifecycle to reduce plastic waste and pollution. Specific
targets identified in the Ocean Plastics Charter include:

- Working with industry toward 100% reusable, recyclable, or where viable alternatives
do not exist, recoverable plastics by 2030;

- Working with industry toward increasing recycled content by at least 50% in plastic
products where applicable by 2030;

- Working with industry and other levels of government to recycle and reuse at least
55% of plastic packaging by 2030 and recover 100% of all plastics by 2040; and

- Working with industry toward reducing the use of plastic microbeads in rinse-off
cosmetic and personal-care consumer products, to the extent possible by 2020, and
addressing other sources of microplastics.

In alignment with the Ocean Plastics Charter and to support the Canada-wide Strategy on
Zero Plastic Waste, Phases 1 and 2 of the Canada-wide Action Plan on Zero Plastic Waste
identify a comprehensive suite of commitments and milestones, providing a framework for
accountable and collaborative action to address plastic waste and pollution. Key
commitments identified in the Action Plan include facilitating consistent Extended Producer
Responsibility programs for plastics across the country; supporting the establishment of
national performance requirements for plastics; developing guidance for Canada-wide
monitoring to achieve consistent data gathering on plastics in the environment; and
maintaining Canada-wide data on plastic use, management and fate in the economy.

To support data collection and analysis needed to achieve our goals of zero plastic waste
and a circular economy, Statistics Canada created the (pilot) physical flow account for plastic
material. This project estimates the lifecycle of plastic in Canada and accounts for the plastic
content of internationally imported and exported products as well as international imports
and exports of sorted and baled plastic waste.

In an effort to lead by example,theGover nment of Canadabs Gmreeni

also_ commits to divert at least 75% of plastic waste from federal operations by 2030, and
eliminate the unnecessary use of single-use plastics in government operations, events and
meetings.

Through the Canadian Environmental Sustainability Indicators program, Canada has
established the plastic particles in the Northern Fulmar indicator. This provides information
on the mass of plastic found in the North
The Northern Fulmar is a seabird that feeds exclusively on the surface (top 1 metre) in the
open ocean. The indicator reports the proportion of birds with 0.1 g or more of plastic in their
stomachs and gives an overview of the situation at the national and the regional levels.

Beyond plastic waste, federal, provincial and territorial governments have endorsed a
Canada-wide waste reduction goal (for all waste, including plastics): reduce per capita waste
(measured in 2014 at 706 kg) by 30% by 2030, and by 50% by 2040.

Canada has also endorsed relevant international commitments, including the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals target 14.1 to prevent and significantly reduce marine litter
by 2025 and the Osaka Blue Ocean Vision that aims to reduce additional marine plastic
pollution to zero by 2050.
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6.3.2. Measures and Achievements

Please choose one to indicate whether vour country implements the following

measures

Introduce Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Yes No

Reduce single-use plastic (shopping bags, straws etc.) by| yes No
regulations or voluntary measures

Steps taken/ to be taken towards restricting microplastics in personal| ves No
care products

Improve waste management recycling system Yes No

Are there any human-centric, collective efforts/ actions/ practices for| ves No
sustainable MPL management

Conduct clean-up activities in rivers/ wetlands/ beaches/ coasts/| ves No
coral reefs/ sea floor, involving local communities involving local
communities

Taken/to be taken National Level Action and/or Community Level| vas No
Action on Clean sea initiatives including ghost net retrieval, ocean-
bound plastics etc.

Created/creating a value Chain opportunity for abandoned, lost and| ves No
discarded fishing gear (ALDFG)

Financial incentives for fishers to promote the collection of end-of-life| yves No
fishing gears

Encourage/ Incentivize action by private sector companies to reduce/| yves No
sustainably manage their plastic waste (e.g., Fishing Gear) through
policies/ regulations (e.g., Extended Producer Responsibility)

Do you have/are you building/ are you promoting technology based| yves No
plastic waste re-use, recycling and recovery opportunities

Install capturing trap/filter on drainage/river Yes No

Promote innovative solutions (e.g., upcycling fishing equipment,| ves No
Creating plastic circular economy etc.)

Boost multi-stakeholder involvement and awareness-raising Yes No

Share scientific information and knowledge: R&D and monitoring Yes No

Participate in international cooperation through international| yves No
Organisations, multi-national groups, etc.

Support target region by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects: South, Central and Southeast Asia

Support target region by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects: Africa
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Support target region by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects: Latin America

Prevention and reduction of plastic waste generation

Levy of charges/ taxes for single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)
'HYes

Names of actions:

Canada-wide Action Plan on Zero Plastic Waste

Various

Targeted products: Various

Brief description:

In 2019, federal, provincial and territorial governments, via the Canadian Council of Ministers
of the Environment, published Best Management Practices for Disposal Bans, Levies and
Incentives for End-of-Life Plastics, which includes guidance on implementing point-of-sale
levies that can be applied to specific plastics.

Currently, sub-national governments and communities across Canada are implementing a
range of tools to reduce plastic waste, including fees and levies on single-use plastics,
extended producer responsibility programs for packaging, deposit-return programs, and
measures to avoid waste such as re-use, refill and repair programs

Ban on use of single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)
Yes

Names of actions:
Single-use Plastics Prohibition Requlations

Targeted products:

- Checkout bags

- Cutlery

- Foodservice ware
- Ring carriers

- Stir sticks

- Straws

Brief description: The Single-use Plastics Prohibition Regulations (SUPPR) are part of the
Government of Canadadés comprehensive plan
plastic waste by 2030, and help reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

The Regulations prohibit the manufacture, import and sale of six (6) categories of single-use
plastics:

- Checkout bags designed to carry purchased goods from a business and typically
given to a customer at the retail point of sale.
- Cutlery, including knives, forks, spoons, sporks, and chopsticks
- Foodservice ware designed for serving or transporting food or beverage that is ready
to be consumed, and that:
o Contains expanded polystyrene foam, extruded polystyrene foam, polyvinyl
chloride, carbon black, or an oxo-degradable plastic, and
o Is limited to: clamshell containers, boxes, cups, plates, and bowils.
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- Flexible ring carriers designed to surround beverage containers in order to carry
them together

- Stir sticks designed to stir or mix beverages, or to prevent a beverage from spilling
from the lit of its container.

- Straws, including straight drinking straws, and flexible straws, which have a
corrugated section that allows the straw to bend, packaged with beverage containers
(juice boxes and pouches).

Actions for encouraging sustainable / circular product design
Yes

Names of actions:
Canada-wide Action Plan on Zero Plastic Waste

Canadads comprehensive zero plastic waste

Brief description:

The Canada-wide Action Plan on Zero Plastic Waste prioritizes incentives to enable a
circular economy, such as the development and implementation of best management
practices as well as agreements and tools with industry partners to reduce plastic waste.
The Action Plan also supports research to promote innovative plastics design, alternatives
and technologies that reduce plastic pollution and waste, and enable greater circularity in
plastics markets.

Can ada 0 s hensivaraganda to achieve zero plastic waste supports a number of efforts
to encourage sustainable and circular design, including:

- the Canadian Plastics Innovation Challenges, which offer funding to small and
medium-sized enterprises to further develop innovative solutions that address plastic
waste

- the Zero Plastic Waste Initiative supported innovative solutions that support
circularity, inform sustainable behaviour, and prevent, capture and remove plastic
pollution, including microplastics

- Promoting value-retention processes, such as reuse, remanufacturing, repair, and
refurbishment, to facilitate the transition to a circular economy.

Regulations on microplastics
Yes

Names of regulations:
Microbeads in Toiletries Regulations

Brief description: The Government of Canada introduced the Microbeads in Toiletries
Regulations in 2017, under the authority of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act. The
regulations prohibit the manufacture, import and sale of toiletries that contain plastic
microbeads, including non-prescription drugs and natural health products.

Government actions on microplastics
Yes

Names of actions:
Addition of microbeads to Schedule 1 of CEPA; Microbeads in Toiletries Regulations
Canada-wide Strategy and Action Plan on Zero Plastic Waste
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Canadads comprehensive zero plastic waste agenda
Brief description:

Followingthe addi t i on of plastic microbeads to the Ac
introduced the Microbeads in Toiletries Regulations in 2017 to ban toiletries that contain
microbeads, such as bath and body products, skin cleansers, and toothpaste.

Canadian governments, through the Canada-wide Action Plan on Zero Plastic Waste, have
also prioritized research to better understand the effects of plastic pollution, particularly
microplastics, on wildlife, the environment, and human health.

As part of C ehersideazérs plastic mgste agenda, the Zero Plastic Waste
Initiative supported innovative solutions that promoted circularity, informed sustainable
behaviour, and prevented, captured and removed plastic pollution, including microplastics.
Notable projects that focused on microplastics included the development of freshwater
plastics detection and removal technology; methods to remove microplastics from biosolids;
and community science activities to deploy technology aimed at quantifying and
characterizing marine microplastics.

Community actions on microplastics including individual and wider stakeholder
involvement (e.g. businesses, coastal community etc.)

Yes

Names of actions:
Canadads comprehensive zero plastic waste agenda
Brief description:

As part of Canadads comprehensi Zeo Plastic Wastel ast i c
Initiative supported innovative solutions that promoted circularity, informed sustainable
behaviour, and prevented, captured and removed plastic pollution, including microplastics.
Notable projects that focused on microplastics included the development of freshwater
plastics detection and removal technology; methods to remove microplastics from biosolids;
and community science activities to deploy technology aimed at quantifying and

characterizing marine microplastics.

Others (please specify)

Environmentally sound waste management

Enforcement of proper waste management system
XYes

Names of actions:

1. Ghost Gear Fund

2Canadads comprehensive zero plastic waste agenc
Brief description:

1. The Ghost Gear Fund has supported projects focused on the responsible disposal of end-
of-life and recovered fishing gear.

2. Internationally, Canada participates in key international fora, such as the G7, G20, Basel
Convention Partnership on Plastic Waste, the International Resource Panel, and the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), to strengthen resource
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efficiency and waste management practices globally. Canada invested CA $100 million to
support solutions for environmentally sound waste management and plastic pollution
mitigation and remediation in developing countries.

Environmentally sound waste management is a shared responsibility in Canada. A range of
policies, programs and regulatory initiatives at all levels of government drive improvements
in the production, use, disposal and recovery of materials. The federal government has
responsibilities for the transboundary movement of hazardous waste and hazardous
recyclable materials, identifying best practices to reduce possible toxic pollution from waste,
and developing guidance or other supporting measures. The Government of Canada also
invests in waste and wastewater infrastructure.

Provincial, territorial and municipal governments have implemented regulatory (e.g. product
or landfill bans, incentives, extended producer responsibility programs, litter by-laws) and
non-regulatory measures (e.g. educational campaigns, recycling and deposit programs) that
target some plastic products and other wastes. These efforts play an important role in
collecting plastics from households and other sources that help to reduce marine debris.

Prevention of littering, illegal dumping and unintentional leakage of waste into the
ocean

Yes

Names of actions:

1. Condition of licence in all commercial fisheries prohibiting the depositing of garbage into
the ocean from fishing vessels.

2. Canada-wide Action Plan on Zero Plastic Waste

Canadads zero plastic waste agenda
Commission on Environmental Cooperation (Marine Litter Project)

Brief description:

Through the Canada-wide Action Plan on Zero Plastic Waste, federal, provincial and
territorial governments have committed to develop guidance or identify best practices to
reduce plastic waste entering the environment from: natural disasters and spills; stormwater,
wastewater and industrial discharges; and food and organic waste processing and sewage
biosolids.

As part of Canadads compr ehensi Zeo Plastic Waste

Initiative supported innovative solutions that support circularity, inform sustainable
behaviour, and prevent, capture and remove plastic pollution, including microplastics.

Through the Commission on Environmental Cooperation, Canada supports efforts to reduce

marine litter and continues to work with continental neighbours to prevent litter and waste
from entering our waterways.

Internationally, Canada has invested CA $100 million to support developing countries in
preventing the leakage of plastic waste into the environment. This includes advancing
gender equity elements in plastic pollution through the World Bank ProBlue Fund and
supporting the development of national action plans in Indonesia, Ghana, Vietham and
Nigeria via

Are linkages between marine litter and blue economy being studied by your country?
Has your country taken any policy/ legal measures to address these linkages?

Yes
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Names of actions: Ghost Gear Fund

Brief description: The Fund encourages the reuse and upcycling of end-of-life and recovered
ghost gear for use in secondary products.

Others (Please specify)

Cleanup of marine plastic litter

Collection of scattered waste on beach
Yes

Names of actions:

1. Ghost Gear Fund

2. Canada-wide Action Plan on Zero Plastic Waste

Canadads zero plastic waste agenda
Brief description:

1. The Fund has supported several projects that had beach clean up components as part of
their retrieval efforts.

2. Through the Canada-wide Strategy on Zero Plastic Waste and Action Plan, federal,
provincial and territorial governments have committed to support prevention, capture and
clean-ups efforts, as well as research and development for effective technologies to reduce
plastic pollution.

As part of Canadads compr ehensi Ze&o Plastic Wastp
Initiative supported innovative solutions that promoted circularity, informed sustainable
behaviour, and prevented, captured and removed plastic pollution, including microplastics.
Notable projects that focused on collecting waste from shorelines included the Great Lakes
Plastics Cleanup and the Ocean Wise (formerly Great Canadian) Shoreline Cleanup.

Removal of plastic litter from the ocean
Yes

Names of actions:

1. Ghost Gear Fund retrieval projects

2. Canada-wide Action Plan on Zero Plastic Waste

Canadads zero plastic waste agenda
Brief description:

1. The Ghost Gear Fund supported projects across Canada focused on the retrieval of ghost
gear.

2. Through the Canada-wide Action Plan on Zero Plastic Waste, Canadian governments are
working with the fishing and aquaculture industry to address priority areas to prevent,

mitigate and retr i e Gustainabeshisheriee Solutions GrdnRetdevsd s

Support Contribution Program investment of $8.3 million (2020-2022) also supports the
prevention and retrieval of abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded fishing and aquaculture
gear.

As part o fcomPrahersideazérs plastic waste agenda, the Zero Plastic Waste
Initiative supported innovative solutions that promoted circularity, informed sustainable
behaviour, and prevented, captured and removed plastic pollution, including microplastics.
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Notabl e projects t hat focused on removing pl as

included Diversion 2.0, a campaign based in the Georgian Bay area of Ontario; the Clean
Harbours Initiative in Newfoundland; and the installation of zero waste nets in Quebec.

Others

Promotion of innovative solutions

Policy actions for encouraging plastic alternatives (e.g. biodegradable plastics,
circular product design 1 including use of recycled materials or closed-loop
recycling)

Yes

Names of actions:
1. Ghost Gear Fund

2. Canadab6s comprehensive zero plastic waste age

Single-use Plastics Prohibition Regulations
Brief description:
1. Trialing of innovative gear technology through the Ghost Gear Fund funded projects

2. Through the Canadian Plastic Innovation Challenge, the government is investing nearly
$19 million to support Canadian innovators and small and medium-sized businesses to
develop solutions for plastics challenges. The Challenges include, among other categories,
supporting innovation in reducing plastic waste and microfibers from textiles, finding
sustainable alternatives to plastic packaging, developing sustainable fishing and aquaculture
gear, and developing innovative solutions to address plastic waste and toxic substances
from electronics.

In partnership with the Reducing Plastic Waste in Canada Project, Canada co-hosted a
Symposium_and Policy Dialogue on Reuse to share knowledge and discuss opportunities
and barriers to advance reuse in Canada.

Canada is also investing in innovation internationally, including $20 million to support the G7
Innovation Challenge to Address Marine Plastic Litter.

Public-private partnerships for creating and implementing innovative solution
Yes

Names of actions:
Canadabdés comprehensive zero plastic waste
Brief description:

Canada works with all levels of government, industry, Indigenous communities, and civil
society to reduce plastic waste and pollution and transition to a circular economy. Through
the Zero Plastic Waste Initiative, Canada supported leading businesses and Organisations
to move towards a circular plastics economy, including assessing options to
reduce agricultural plastic waste , creating an online market place for secondary
plastics from the industrial, commercial and institutional sector, and evaluating the recycling
value chain and identifying pilot projects for hard to recycle items such as medical PVC.

The industry-led Canada Plastics Pact includes over 40 partners, including Environment and
Cli mate Change Canada. The Pact is part of
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Network and brings together Organisations from the national plastics value chain to
collaborate and rethink the way plastic packaging is designed, used and reused to realize a
circular economy for plastic in Canada.

Others

Education and awareness raising

Education system and/or curriculum for encouraging public awareness on MPL
issues

Yes

If yes, give a brief description of your efforts related to education:

1. The Ghost Gear Program engages in advisory committee meetings with the fishing
industry to raise awareness on the importance of preventing and recovering ghost gear. We
also share videos and information on social media.

2. As part of C asiveazdra [dlastic wastenageneld) #nan Zero Plastic Waste
Initiative supported innovative solutions that promoted circularity, informed sustainable
behaviour, and prevented, captured and removed plastic pollution, including microplastics.
Notable examples of curriculum development and educational programs include: the
Anthropocene Educational Program, the Ocean Plastic Education Kit, the Waste Literacy
Education Program, and Climate Kids online game about plastics and oceans.

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL 1 National
Yes

Names of actions:
Canadads comprehensivedazero plastic waste agen
Brief description:

Canadads comprehensive zero plastic waste agend
social media) for public communication to educate, inform and raise awareness about plastic
waste and pollution.

The Zero Plastic Waste Initiative supported innovative solutions that promoted circularity,
informed sustainable behaviour, and prevented, captured and removed plastic pollution,
including microplastics. Notable national projects that focused on raising awareness about
marine plastic pollution included the 10,000 Changes campaign to encourage Canadians to
commit to reduce plastic waste; and the Plastic Wisep | edge t o r ediafagrinoneds p

To inform Canadads voice in international negot i
consultation activities to engage the public as well as key stakeholders provide opportunities
for the federal government to raise awareness about plastic waste and litter.

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL i Local
Yes

Names of actions:
Canadabdés comprehensive zero plastic waste agenda
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Brief description:

As part of Canadads compr ehensi Ze&o Plastic Wastp
Initiative supported innovative solutions that promoted circularity, informed sustainable
behaviour, and prevented, captured and removed plastic pollution, including microplastics.
Notable local projects that focused on raising awareness about marine plastic pollution
included Diversion 2.0, a campaign based in the Georgian Bay area of Ontario; the Atlantic
Healthy Oceans Initiative in Gros Morne, Newfoundland; and the Clean Harbours Initiative in
Newfoundland.

Municipal governments and local Organisations also promote campaigns to raise awareness
about, and address, local and regional issues related to plastic waste and pollution.

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL - International/Regional
Yes

Names of actions:
Canadads comprehensive zero plastic waste
Brief description:

Through the Commission on Environmental Cooperation, Canada supports efforts to reduce
marine _litter and to educate and empower local communities to prevent, minimize and
manage waste before it finds its way to waterways and oceans.

As a member of the Global Partnership on Marine Litter and having pledged to the Clean
Seas campaign, Canada supports broader efforts to educate the public and raise
awareness.

Others

Monitoring & Scientific research on marine plastic litter

Actions for encouraging monitoring / scientific research on plastic flows and ocean
surface microplastics

Yes

Names of actions:
1. Lost fishing gear reporting
22Canadads Plastics Science Agenda

Canada-wide Action Plan on Zero Plastic Waste
Brief description:

1. This is mandatory in all commercial fishing licences in Canada. We have the Fishing Gear
Reporting System which is used to collect lost gear reports.

astic

agenda

2. Canadad6s Plastics Sci d9 previde8 g gamemark acpasihe i s h e d

plastics |ifecycle to inform and provide
such as detecting plastics in the environment, and understanding and mitigating their
potential impacts on wildlife, human health and the environment.

The Canada-wide Action Plan on Zero Plastic Waste also identifies specific research
priorities, including to better understand the effects of plastic pollution, particularly
microplastics, on wildlife, the environment and human health, and to achieve consistent data
gathering on plastics in the environment.
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Through a range of programs, including Plastics Science for a Cleaner Future, the
Increasing Knowledge on Plastic Pollution Initiative, the Zero Plastic Waste Initiative, and the
Northern Contaminants Program, Canada has invested over $10 million in foundational
science that addresses priority research gaps and helps us better understand the impacts of
plastic pollution and support solutions across the plastics value chain

Engagement in international/regional level actions for encouraging monitoring /
scientific research on plastic flows and ocean surface microplastics

Yes

Names of actions:

1. Supporting lost gear reporting internationally

2. Canadab6s compastewastaagendee zer o pl
Brief description:

1. Canada has supported discussion on the mandatory reporting of lost fishing gear at the
IMO as a method of collecting data on lost fishing gear and as a preventative measure for
ghost gear

2. As part of its comprehensive agenda to achieve zero plastic waste, Canada participates in
international and regional initiatives to advance effective science to address plastic waste
and pollution.

As a member of the Arctic Council, Canada works with international partners to coordinate
research and monitoring on litter and microplastics through the Arctic Monitoring and
Assessment Programme. Canada also works on the Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna
international team to identify Arctic bird species that can be used to track and assess plastic
pollution. In addition, through the Protection of the Arctic Marine Environment working group,
Canada participated in the desktop study on marine litter, including microplastics.

Through the North Pacific Marine Science Organisation (PICES), Canada is working with
partners in the North Pacific on assessing potential indicators for the North Pacific region
through a rubric exercise. This work will review the need for bioindicators to track plastic in
marine food webs over time, identify baselines and targets, and determine if mitigation
targets will be met in the future.

Others

6.3.3. Challenges

Recycling system improvement

Proper waste management system (including lack of local capacity)
Data collection related to waste in general

Data collection related to marine plastic litter

Lack of awareness among citizens, business, local governments

Lack of financial incentives for waste treatment in general
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Lack of financial incentives for technology development

6.3.4. Best Practices

National level
A Roadmap to Strengthen the Management of Single-use and Disposable Plastics (2022)

Guidance to Facilitate Consistent Extended Producer Responsibility Policies and Programs
for Plastics (2022)

Best Management Practices for Disposal Bans, Levies, and Incentives for End-of-Life
Plastics (2021)

Canada-wide Action Plan for Extended Producer Responsibility (2009)

(Pilot) physical flow account for plastic material i Statistics Canada

Solid waste management for northern and remote communities

Canadian Code of Conduct for Responsible Fishing Operations

10,000 Changes (public awareness campaign)

Ocean Wise Plastic Reduction Program (public awareness campaign)

The Anthropocene Education Project

Waste Literacy Education Program

Local level
Ontario Materials Marketplace i Council of the Great Lakes Region

Great Lakes Plastic Cleanup i Council of the Great Lakes Region

Diversion 2.0 i Georgian Bay Forever

Marine Plastic: Local Solutions for a Global Issue i Clean Harbours Initiative

Plastic Audit Guide i Alberta Plastics Recycling

Zero Plastic Waste Gros Morne i Atlantic Healthy Oceans Initiative

Ocean Friendly Nova Scotia i Coastal Action

Private sector
The Golden Design Rules for Plastics Packaging i Canada Plastics Pact

Circular Economy Business Toolkit i National Zero Waste Council

Preferred Plastics Guide i Canadian Produce Marketing Association

Operation Clean Sweep i Chemistry Industry Association of Canada

Medical PVC Recycling Program i Vinyl Institute of Canada

Roadmap to Support the Circularity and Recycling of Plastics in Canada i CSA Group

Reuse Refill Canada i Scout Environmental

International cooperation
The Golden Design Rules for Plastics Packaging i Canada Plastics Pact

Circular Economy Business Toolkit i National Zero Waste Council

Preferred Plastics Guide i Canadian Produce Marketing Association
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https://albertaplasticsrecycling.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Annex-to-the-Main-Report-Final-.pdf
https://www.ahoi.ca/zero-plastic-waste-gros-morne-initiative
http://www.coastalaction.org/ocean-friendly-nova-scotia.html
https://goldendesignrules.plasticspact.ca/
https://goldendesignrules.plasticspact.ca/
http://www.nzwc.ca/documents/circulareconomybusinesstoolkit.pdf
https://cpma.ca/docs/default-source/industry/2020/CPMA_Preferred_Plastics_Guide_English.pdf
https://canadianchemistry.ca/operation-clean-sweep/
https://canadianchemistry.ca/operation-clean-sweep/
https://www.vinylinstituteofcanada.com/medical-pvc-recycling-pilot-program-pvc-123/
https://www.csagroup.org/article/research/a-roadmap-to-support-the-circularity-and-recycling-of-plastics-in-canada/
https://www.reuserefill.ca/
https://goldendesignrules.plasticspact.ca/
https://goldendesignrules.plasticspact.ca/
http://www.nzwc.ca/documents/circulareconomybusinesstoolkit.pdf
https://cpma.ca/docs/default-source/industry/2020/CPMA_Preferred_Plastics_Guide_English.pdf
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Operation Clean Sweep i Chemistry Industry Association of Canada

Medical PVC Recycling Program i Vinyl Institute of Canada

Roadmap to Support the Circularity and Recycling of Plastics in Canada i CSA Group

Reuse Refill Canada i Scout Environmental

6.3.5. References and Reading Links

Canadads zero plastic waste agenda

Ocean Plastics Charter

Canada-wide Strategy on Zero Plastic Waste

Canada-wide Action Plan on Zero Plastic Waste Phase 1

Canada-wide Action Plan on Zero Plastic Waste Phase 2

Canadabds Plastics Science Agenda

Science Assessment of Plastic Pollution

A proposed integrated management approach to plastic products: discussion paper 1
Canada.ca

Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999

Microbeads in Toiletries Requlations

Single-use Plastics Prohibition Regulations

Canadian Plastics Innovation Challenges

Zero Plastic Waste Initiative

Combatting marine litter: Ghost gear

Reducing plastic waste in federal operations

Economic study of the Canadian plastic industry, markets and waste: summary report

Socio-economic and Environmental Study on Remanufacturing and Other Value-Retention
Processes in Canada

6.3.6. Contact Details: (Please specify name and email address)

Marina Petrovic/ Assistant Director, National Programs (marina.petrovic@dfo-mpo.gc.ca)

2. Sarah Da Silva sarah.dasilva@ec.gc.ca
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https://canadianchemistry.ca/operation-clean-sweep/
https://canadianchemistry.ca/operation-clean-sweep/
https://www.vinylinstituteofcanada.com/medical-pvc-recycling-pilot-program-pvc-123/
https://www.csagroup.org/article/research/a-roadmap-to-support-the-circularity-and-recycling-of-plastics-in-canada/
https://www.reuserefill.ca/
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-reducing-waste/reduce-plastic-waste/canada-action.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-reducing-waste/reduce-plastic-waste/canada-action.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-reducing-waste/international-commitments/ocean-plastics-charter.html
https://ccme.ca/en/res/strategyonzeroplasticwaste.pdf
https://ccme.ca/en/res/1589_ccmecanada-wideactionplanonzeroplasticwaste_en-secured.pdf
https://ccme.ca/en/res/ccmephase2actionplan_en-external-secured.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/science-technology/canada-science-plastic-agenda.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/evaluating-existing-substances/science-assessment-plastic-pollution.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/canadian-environmental-protection-act-registry/plastics-proposed-integrated-management-approach.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/canadian-environmental-protection-act-registry/plastics-proposed-integrated-management-approach.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/pollution-waste-management/understanding-environmental-protection-act.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/chemical-substances/other-chemical-substances-interest/microbeads.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-reducing-waste/reduce-plastic-waste/single-use-plastic-overview.html
https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/101.nsf/eng/00001.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/environmental-funding/programs/zero-plastic-waste-initiative.html
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/fisheries-peches/management-gestion/ghostgear-equipementfantome/index-eng.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/treasury-board-secretariat/services/innovation/greening-government/government-canada-actions-plastic-waste-federal-operations.html
http://publications.gc.ca/site/eng/9.871296/publication.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/conservation/sustainability/circular-economy/consultation-page-remanufacturing.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/conservation/sustainability/circular-economy/consultation-page-remanufacturing.html
mailto:marina.petrovic@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
mailto:sarah.dasilva@ec.gc.ca
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6.4. China

Key Highlights

Opinions on Further Strengthening
Plastic Pollution Control (2020)
Plastic Pollution Control Action Plan
(2021-2025)

LawofthePeopl eds Repub

on Prevention and Control of
Environmental Pollution by Solid
Waste (2020 Amendment)

Marine Environment Protection Law
of the People's Republic of China
(2017 Amendment)

Opinions on Further Strengthening
Plastic Pollution Control

Coastal Cleanup and Public
Education in Coastal Cities of China
"Marine sanitation” mechanism in
Xiamen, Fujian

The "Blue Cycle" Project in Taizhou,
Zhejiang

UNESCO-IOC/WESTPAC Research
Project: Distribution, Source, Fate and
Impacts of Marine Microplastics in the

Circular Economy Promotion Law of Asia Pacific Region
the People's Republic of China (2018 UNESCO-I OC AUni t ed
Amendment) Decade of Ocean Science for

Work Plan for Plastic Pollution Control Sustainable  Development  (2021-

in the Civil Aviation Industry (2021- 2030)0 Research Prc
2025) t he tide of Asi ab
emission into the ocean

Action Plan for the Comprehensive
Management of Key Marine Areas

Notice on Special Action Plan for
Waste Cleaning Up in Rivers, Lakes
and Seas (2022)

Marine Ecological Environment
Protection Plan (2021-2025)

Action Plan for Deepening the Battle
for the Protection and Restoration of
the Yangtze River

6.4.1. Challenges

Check the challenges that your country has faced:

Recycling system improvement

Proper waste management system (including lack of local capacity)
Data collection related to waste in general

Data collection related to marine plastic litter

Lack of awareness among citizens, business, local governments
Lack of financial incentives for waste treatment in general

Lack of financial incentives for technology development

Project delays due to COVID-19

Others (Please specify)
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6.4.2. Policy and Frameworks

National Action Plan

Name:
Opinions on Further Strengthening Plastic Pollution Control (2020)

Plastic Pollution Control Action Plan (2021-2025)

Brief description:

China issued the Opinions on Further Strengthening Plastic Pollution Control, which put
forward positive response to plastic pollution, orderly prohibited or restricted from part of the
plastic products production, sale and use, actively promoted substitutes for plastic products,
increased the supply of green products, developed robust plastic waste recycling system,
established and perfected the system of management of each link. We will take strong,
orderly and effective measures to control plastic pollution. The main objectives are to take
the lead in banning and restricting the production, sales, and use of some plastic products in
specific regions and areas. By 2022, the consumption of single-use plastic products tend to
be significantly reduced, substitute products will be promoted, and the proportion of plastic
waste resources and energy utilization will be significantly increased; in the areas with
prominent problems of plastic pollution such as e-commerce, express delivery, and
takeaway, a number of reproducible and scalable plastic reduction and green logistics
models are developed. By 2025, the management system for the production, distribution,
consumption, recycling, and disposal of plastic products will be basically established, and a
multiple governance system will be basically built. The capability of development and
practices for substitute products will be further improved. The amount of plastic waste in key
cities will be significantly reduced, and plastic pollution will be effectively controlled.

China issued the Plastic Pollution Control Action Plan (2021-2025) to further strengthen the
whole chain control of plastic pollution and promote the white pollution control to achieve
greater results during the 14th Five-Year Plan period. By 2025, the plastic pollution control
mechanism will operate more effectively, the responsibilities of local governments,
departments and enterprises will be effectively implemented, governance of plastic whole-
chain covering production, circulation, consumption, recycling and end disposal will be more
effective, and white pollution will be effectively curbed. In terms of source reduction, the
irrational use of disposable plastic products in key areas such as commodity retail, e-
commerce, takeout, express delivery, accommodation will be greatly reduced, the e-
commerce express will be basically realized no secondary packaging, and the application
scale of recyclable express packaging has reached 10 million. In terms of recycling and
disposal, cities at prefecture level and above have basically established domestic waste
classification, delivery, transportation and treatment systems according to local conditions,
and the collection and transfer efficiency of plastic waste has been greatly improved; the
incineration capacity of municipal solid waste in China will reach about 800000 tons/day, and
the direct landfill volume of plastic waste will be greatly reduced; the recovery rate of
agricultural film will reach 85%, and the residue of plastic film in China will achieve zero
growth. In terms of garbage removal, the historical plastic waste left over open in key water
areas, key tourist attractions and rural areas will be basically eliminated. The leakage of
plastic waste to the natural environment will be effectively controlled.
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Legal Framework

Name:

Law of the Peopleds Republic of China on
by Solid Waste (2020 Amendment)

Marine Environment Protection Law of the People's Republic of China (2017 Amendment)
Circular Economy Promotion Law of the People's Republic of China (2018 Amendment)

Brief description:

The Law on Prevention and Control of Environmental Pollution by Solid Waste was
amended to identify the responsibilities of competent departments and local governments,
improve the system for the prevention and control of solid waste pollution, and strengthen
supervision and implementation of responsibilities.

TheMar i ne Environment Protecti on L aisvormoufated far
the purposes of protecting and improving the marine environment, conserving marine
resources, preventing damage caused by pollution, maintaining ecological balance,
safeguarding human health and promoting sustainable economic and social development.

The Circular Economy Promotion Law of the People's Republic of China is formulated for the
purpose of facilitating circular economy, raising resources utilization rate, protecting and
improving environment and realizing sustained development. The Law aims to achieve
sustainable development by raising resource utilization rate and increasing resource
recovery in production, circulation, and consumption.

In preparation

Name:
Draft Amendment to the Marine Environmental Protection Law of the People's Republic of
China?

Brief description:

Strengthen the prevention and control of marine litter pollution, strictly prevent and control
solid waste on shore beaches, clarify that local people's governments at or above the
coastal county level are responsible for the prevention and control of marine litter pollution in
the waters under their management, and establish a marine litter clean-up system.

Indicators

China has set up a national marine litter monitoring system and carries out annual
monitoring of marine litter in more than 50 coastal areas, covering the types and amounts of
floating litter on the sea surface, beach litter and seabed litter, with the results released to
society through the China Marine Ecological Environment Status Bulletin.

2 http://www.npc.gov.cn/npc/c30834/202212/9888634b67af4e4295a4e67534308ef3.shtml

161

e

Prevent

Peop!



G20 Report on Actions against Marine Plastic Litter (5th Ed.): Further Information

6.4.3. Measures and Achievements

Please choose one to indicate whether vour country implements the following

measures

Introduce Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Yes No

Reduce single-use plastic (shopping bags, straws etc.) by regulations| ves No
or voluntary measures

Steps taken/ to be taken towards restricting microplastics in personal| ves No
care products

Improve waste management recycling system Yes No

Are there any human-centric, collective efforts/ actions/ practices for| ves No
sustainable MPL management

Conduct clean-up activities in rivers/ wetlands/ beaches/ coasts/ coral| ves No
reefs/ sea floor, involving local communities involving local
communities

Taken/to be taken National Level Action and/or Community Level| ves No
Action on Clean sea initiatives including ghost net retrieval, ocean-
bound plastics etc.

Created/creating a value Chain opportunity for abandoned, lost and| ves No
discarded fishing gear (ALDFG)

Financial incentives for fishers to promote the collection of end-of-life| ves No
fishing gears

Encourage/ Incentivize action by private sector companies to reduce/| ves No
sustainably manage their plastic waste (e.g., Fishing Gear) through
policies/ regulations (e.g., Extended Producer Responsibility)

Do you have/are you building/ are you promoting technology based| ves No
plastic waste re-use, recycling and recovery opportunities

Install capturing trap/filter on drainage/river Yes No

Promote innovative solutions (e.g., upcycling fishing equipment,| ves No
Creating plastic circular economy etc.)

Boost multi-stakeholder involvement and awareness-raising Yes No

Share scientific information and knowledge: R&D and monitoring Yes No

Participate in international cooperation through international| ves No
Organisations, multi-national groups, etc.

Support  target region by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects: South, Central and Southeast Asia

Support  target region by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects: Africa
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Support target region by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects: Latin America

Prevention and reduction of plastic waste generation

Levy of charges/ taxes for single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)

Yes

Names of actions:

Notice on restricting the production and sale of plastic shopping bags®

Targeted products:

Plastic bags

Brief description:

Since June 1, 2008, in all supermarkets, shopping malls, marketplaces and other commodity
retail establishments have implemented the system of paying for the use of plastic shopping
bags and no free plastic shopping bags are allowed. Commodity retail establishments must
clearly mark the price of plastic shopping bags, charge for plastic shopping bags in addition
to the price of goods and should not provide plastic shopping bags free of charge or include
them in the total price of commodities.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Ban on use of single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)
Yes

Names of actions:

Opinions on Further Strengthening Plastic Pollution Control
Work Plan for Plastic Pollution Control in the Civil Aviation Industry (2021-2025) *

Targeted products:

Non-degradable plastic bags, disposable plastic cutlery, plastic cotton swabs

Civil aviation industry disposable non-degradable plastic bags, straws, stir sticks, meal/cup
holders, packaging bags, etc.

Brief description:

By the end of 2020, the production and sale of disposable foam plastic tableware and
disposable plastic swabs would be banned. The nationwide catering industry would prohibit
the use of non-degradable disposable plastic straws; the use of non-degradable disposable
plastic tableware would be prohibited for catering and dining services in urban built-up areas
and scenic spots at or above the prefecture level; non-degradable plastic bags would be
prohibited from being used in shopping malls, supermarkets, pharmacies, bookstores, and
food and beverage packaging and delivery services in some urban built-up areas. By the
end of 2022, star-rated hotels and guesthouses nationwide will no longer actively provide

3 http://www.gov.cn/zhuanti/2015-06/13/content_2879030.htm
4 http://www.gov.cn/xinwen/2021-05/26/content_5612499.htm
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single-use plastic products; by the end of 2025, the implementation will be extended to all
hotels, guesthouses and B&Bs.

From 2022, the provision of single-use non-degradable plastic straws, cutlery and bags will
be banned in airports and domestic passenger flights with an annual passenger throughput
of 2 million passengers or more, and the implementation will be further extended to national
airports and international passenger flights from 2023.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Actions for encouraging sustainable / circular product design

Yes

Names of actions:

Opinions on Further Strengthening Plastic Pollution Control
Development of Circular Economy Plan (2021-2025)
Plastic Pollution Control Action Plan (2021-2025)

Notice of the General Office of the State Council on Further Strengthening the Control of
Excessive Packaging of Commodities®

Brief description:

Plastic manufacturers must strictly implement national laws and regulations. All plastic
products must meet national standards, and chemical additives that are harmful to the
human body and environment are banned to add. Green designs are encouraged to improve
the safety and recycling performance of plastic products. Moreover, new green and
environmentally friendly functional materials are also attractive, and the use of recycled
plastics that meet quality control standards and use control requirements will increase, and
the research and development of recyclable, easily recyclable, and degradable alternative
materials and products will be strengthened.

At the same time, the standardization, centralization, and industrialization of the resource
utilization of plastic waste will be promoted, and related projects would be concentrated in
resource recycling bases and other parks to improve the level of plastic waste resource
utilization. Plastic waste with high sorting costs which is unsuitable for resource utilization,
would be promoted for energy utilization. The operation and management of enterprises
would be strengthened to ensure the stable and up-to-standard discharge of various
pollutants and minimize the amount of plastic waste directly landfilled.

In July 2021, the National Development and Reform Commission issued the Development of
Circular Economy Plan (2021-2025). According to the plan, during the 14th Five-Year Plan
period, great efforts will be made to develop a circular economy, promote the economical
and intensive use of resources, build a resource-recycling industrial system and a recycling
system of waste materials. By 2025, a resource recycling industry system will be basically
established and a resource recycling system covering the entire society will be basically
completed. By then, resource utilization efficiency will be substantially improved, and the
replacement ratio of renewable resources to primary resources will be further increased.
According to the plan, China is expected to roll out up to 11 key projects or actions, including

5 http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/content/2022-09/08/content_5708858.htm
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the Action on Whole Chain Treatment of Plastic Pollution, which aims to implementing
prevention and reduction of plastic waste generation.

Actively promote green design of plastic products. Focusing on disposable plastic products,
formulate relevant standards for green design, optimize product structure design, reduce the
complexity of product material design, and enhance the ease of recycling of plastic products.
Prohibit the production of ultra-thin plastic shopping bags with a thickness of less than 0.025
mm, polyethylene agricultural mulch films with a thickness of less than 0.01 mm, and daily
chemical products containing plastic microbeads and other products that endanger the
environment and human health.

Strengthen technological innovation in the field of packaging. Promote packaging enterprises
to provide reasonable designed, material saving, convenient recycling, economical and
applicable packaging overall solutions. Independently research and develop low-gram
weight, high-strength and functional packaging materials and their production equipment and
innovate and develop integrated packaging products for commodities and express delivery.
Give full play to the role of packaging enterprises as a bridge in promoting simple packaging
and rational consumption, and promote the practice of simplicity and moderation in
packaging design, commodity production and other upstream and downstream links.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Regulations on microplastics
Yes

Names of requlations:

Opinions on Further Strengthening Plastic Pollution Control
Plastic Pollution Control Action Plan(2021-2025)
Marine Ecological Environment Protection Plan (2021-2025)

Brief description:

By the end of 2020, the production of daily chemical products containing plastic microbeads
had been prohibited; by the end of 2022, the sale of daily chemical products containing
plastic microbeads will be prohibited.

Research on the pollution mechanism, monitoring, prevention, and control technologies and
policies of plastic waste and microplastics in rivers, lakes, and seas will be strengthened,
and the assessment on ecological environmental impact and human health risk caused by
microplastics will be performed in the coming years.

It is forbidden to produce ultra-thin plastic shopping bags with thickness less than 0.025mm,
polyethylene agricultural film with thickness less than 0.01lmm, daily chemical products
containing plastic beads and other products that endanger the environment and human
health.

Carry out monitoring and investigation of marine plastic waste and microplastics. Organize
and carry out research on the pollution mechanism, and control technology of marine plastic
waste and microplastic.

Numerical data, if any:

In 2021, microplastics in the surface were monitored in 6 sections of the Bohai Sea, the
Yellow Sea, the East China Sea and the northern South China Sea, with the average density
of 0.44 items/m?.

165



G20 Report on Actions against Marine Plastic Litter (5th Ed.): Further Information

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Government actions on microplastics

Yes

Names of actions:
Plastic Pollution Control Action Plan (2021-2025)

Brief description:

Carry out monitoring and investigation of marine plastic litter and microplastics. Implement
special clean-up of plastic litter in bays, estuaries and beaches, promote the establishment
of a long-term mechanism for marine plastic litter clean-up in coastal cities and counties and
keep key coastal areas free of visible plastic litter. Organize research on plastic litter and
microplastic pollution mechanisms, monitoring and prevention technologies in rivers, lakes
and seas.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Environmentally sound waste management

Enforcement of proper waste management system
Yes

Names of actions:

Opinions on Further Strengthening Plastic Pollution Control
Plastic Pollution Control Action Plan (2021-2025)
Several Opinions on Further Promoting the Work of Separating Domestic Waste °

Notice on Further Strengthening the Construction and Management of Rural Domestic
Waste Collection and Disposal System

Brief description:

To combine with the implementation of garbage classification, the classified collection, and
treatment of plastic waste and other recyclables will be increased. At the same time, random
stacking and dumping causing plastic garbage pollution will be prohibited strictly. In places
where large amounts of plastic waste are generated, such as office buildings, airports,
stations, and ports, it is necessary to increase the delivery facilities and the frequency of
removal. Multi-party cooperation among e-commerce takeaway platforms, environmental
sanitation departments, recycling companies are promoted, and place delivery packages,
takeaway lunch boxes, and other recycling facilities in key areas. The recycling system of
the waste agricultural film will be established and improved; the recycling and disposal of
waste fishing nets and fishing gear are also performed.

Strengthen the standardised recycling and removal of plastic waste. In conjunction with the
classification of household waste, promote the integration of urban recycling outlets with
household waste classification outlets and enhance the standardization of plastic waste

6 https://www.mohurd.gov.cn/gongkai/fdzdgknr/tzgg/202012/20201204 _248315.html
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recycling. Further strengthen the standardised collection of plastic waste in passenger
transport such as roads, railways, water transport and civil aviation.

Establish and improve the collection, transportation and disposal system for plastic waste in
rural areas. Improve the system of collecting, transferring and disposing of classified rural
domestic waste, build a long-term mechanism for stable operation, strengthen daily
supervision and implement in-depth agricultural film recycling actions. Carry out action to
recycle pesticide packaging. Support and guide relevant responsible entities to actively carry
out recycling of waste agricultural and fishery materials such as irrigation implements, fishing
nets and fishing gear, and rice seedling trays.

Increase the recycling of plastic waste. Promote the scale, standardization and clean
development of the plastic waste recycling industry. Strengthen the environmental
supervision of plastic waste recycling enterprises.

Upgrade the level of harmless disposal of plastic waste. Comprehensively promote the
construction of domestic waste incineration facilities to significantly reduce the amount of
plastic waste directly landfilled. Strengthen the comprehensive improvement of existing
landfills, enhance the level of operation and management, standardise daily operations,
prohibit the arbitrary dumping and storage of domestic waste, and prevent the leakage of
historical landfilled plastic waste into the environment.

Upgrade the sorting and treatment capacity. Accelerate the construction of domestic waste
classification and treatment facilities. Scientifically estimate the level of local domestic waste
output, accelerate the construction of domestic waste incineration and treatment facilities in
accordance with the principle of moderate advancement, make up for the shortcomings of
food waste and hazardous waste treatment facilities, and carry out pilot market-based
models of harmless waste treatment. Promote the transformation and upgrading of the
recycling industry and the recovery and recycling of low-value recyclables from urban
household waste.

To plan the construction and operation and management of the rural domestic waste
collection and disposal system in an integrated manner. Scientifically and reasonably
determine the mode of construction of rural domestic waste collection, transportation and
disposal systems. Define the layout of rural domestic waste classification, collection,
transportation, treatment or resource utilization facilities.

Promote source separation and resource utilization of rural domestic waste. Strengthen the
local treatment and resourceful use of perishable waste, do a good job of recycling
recyclables, strengthen the collection, transportation and disposal of hazardous waste, and
explore and summarise the rural domestic waste treatment model of sorting, collecting,
transporting and disposing of waste in a sorted manner.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Prevention of littering, illegal dumping and unintentional leakage of waste into the
ocean

Yes

Names of actions:

Opinions on Further Strengthening Plastic Pollution Control
Plastic Pollution Control Action Plan (2021-2025)

Marine Ecological Environment Protection Plan (2021-2025)
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Action Plan for the Uphill Battles for Integrated Bohai Sea Management

Action Plan for Deepening the Battle for the Protection and Restoration of the Yangtze
River’

Brief description:

The inspection and rectification of informal storage and dumping points of domestic waste
will be inspired, and the problem of plastic pollution caused by random dumping of domestic
waste in urban and rural areas, environmentally sensitive areas, roads and rivers, and pits
and ditches are the vital regions to be solved. Operations to clean up plastic garbage in
rivers, lakes, and harbours and clean beaches will be carried out. The cleaning and
remediation of residual mulch film on farmland, plastic packaging of pesticides, and fertilizers
will be promoted to gradually reduce the amount of residual mulch film on farmland.

Strengthen the cleaning and treatment of plastic waste in rivers, lakes and seas. Give full
play to the role of the river and lake chief system at all levels, implement special cleaning
projects of plastic waste within the management scope of rivers, lakes and reservoirs,
establish a regular cleaning mechanism, and strive to basically eliminate open plastic waste
in key water areas. Formulate the implementation plan of plastic pollution control in the
Yangtze River Economic Belt.

Supervise and urge ships to collect, transfer and dispose ship garbage, including plastic
garbage, in strict accordance with relevant laws and regulations, urge shipping enterprises to
implement the main responsibility and crack down on illegal discharge of ship garbage
according to law. Ensure the normal operation of port receiving facilities of ship domestic
waste, promote the effective connection between port receiving facilities and urban public
transfer and disposal facilities, implement the main responsibility of receiving, transferring
and disposing ship domestic waste, improve the whole process connection and cooperation
of ship port city, and strictly implement the policy of free receiving ship domestic waste in
inland ports of Yangtze River Economic Belt.

Implement ship pollution prevention and control. Further improve the operation and
management level of ship pollutant receiving facilities, promote the effective connection with
urban public transport and disposal facilities, and implement the joint supervision mechanism
of port ship pollutant reception, transfer and disposal. Deepen the management of
atmospheric emission control areas for marine vessels. Promote the construction and
utilization of shore power facilities in coastal ports and ships.

Carry out comprehensive control of pollution in fishing ports and fishing vessels. Encourage
the allocation and improvement of garbage collection and transfer facilities in fishing ports,
timely collect, clean up, transfer and dispose of garbage generated by fishing ports and
fishing vessels arriving at ports, explore the fishing gear identification and real name system,
and strengthen the research on the recycling of waste fishing nets, fishing gears and
breeding cages. By the end of 2025, all the central coastal fishing ports will implement the
pollution prevention and control measures of "one port, one policy".

Carry out special cleaning and control of floating plastic litter on the water surface of the
Yangtze River basin and strengthen the management of floating litter gathering areas such
as the Three Gorges Dam. Strengthen the clean-up of plastic litter along the river shoreline.
Crack down on the illegal dumping of plastic litter along the shoreline.

! http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/zhengceku/2022-09/19/content_5710666.htm
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We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Are linkages between marine litter and blue economy being studied by your country?
Has your country taken any policy/ legal measures to address these linkages?

Yes

Names of actions:

Several opinions on accelerating the green development of aquaculture ®
Opinions on strengthening the ecological supervision of mariculture °

Brief description:

Strengthen the treatment of aquaculture waste. Promote the centralized collection and
resourceful utilization of shells, net clothes, floats and other by-products and waste of
aquaculture production. Regulate the foam floats used in offshore raft and cage aquaculture,
promote new materials for environmental protection floats, and strive to control white
pollution. Strengthen the comprehensive remediation of waste after the removal of nets, and
restore the natural ecological environment of the waters as soon as possible.

Strengthen enforcement and inspection. Comprehensive use of satellite remote sensing,
unmanned aerial vehicles, shore patrols and other means to increase surveillance and
supervision of plastic litter in aquaculture areas. Guide aquaculture entities to collect plastic
litter and other solid waste generated from aquaculture activities. Focus on outstanding
problems such as discarded aquaculture solid waste found during inspections and prompt
efforts to solve the problem.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Cleanup of marine plastic litter

Collection of scattered waste on beach

Yes

Names of actions:

Opinions on Further Strengthening Plastic Pollution Control

Plastic Pollution Control Action Plan (2021-2025)

Marine Ecological Environment Protection Plan (2021-2025)

Action Plan for the Comprehensive Management of Key Marine Areas

Notice on Special Action Plan for Waste Cleaning Up in Rivers, Lakes and Seas (2022)

Brief description:

The special action on cleaning up of plastic waste is carried out. The inspection and
rectification of informal storage and dumping points of domestic waste are inspected. The
problem of plastic pollution caused by random dumping of domestic waste in urban and rural
areas, environmentally sensitive areas, roads and rivers, and pits and ditches are the

8 http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/zhengceku/2019-10/22/content_5443445.htm
9 http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/zhengceku/2022-01/12/content_5667762.htm
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important regions to be solved. Operations to clean up plastic garbage in rivers, lakes and
harbours and clean beaches will be carried out. The cleaning and remediation of residual
mulch film on farmland and plastic packaging of pesticides and fertilizers will be promoted,
and the amount of residual mulch film on farmland are gradually reduced.

Strengthen plastic waste management in both river and sea, implement special cleaning of
plastic waste in bays, estuaries, beaches and other areas, promote coastal cities and
counties to establish a long-term mechanism for marine plastic waste cleaning, and maintain
no obvious plastic waste in key coastal areas. Increase the waste collection facilities in the
beach and other venues, and improve the frequency of garbage removal and transportation.
Implement regular supervision of littoral and floating wastes, and improve the environmental
guality of bay water bodies and beaches.

Organize relevant coastal localities to carry out a one-year special operation to clean up
plastic litter in 11 key bays (bay areas), including Jiaozhou Bay, in a dragnet manner.
Regular salvage and cleaning will be carried out in key areas where solid waste tends to
accumulate, such as intertidal zones, seawall embankments and aquaculture concentration
areas, and regular cleaning will be carried out on shore beaches, and plastic waste caused
by typhoons and astronomical high tides should be cleaned up in time.

Numerical data, if any:

According to incomplete statistics, as of February 2023, more than 400,000 inspection and
cleaning personnel had been dispatched to the 11 key bays in the special clean-up
campaign, and 87,000 tons of various beach and floating marine litter had been cleared.
Monitoring and supervision efforts had been intensified through regular aerial surveillance by
UAVs, video surveillance, digital supervision and other means. The action also received
extensive participation from the local public, volunteers, fishing companies and public
welfare Organisations.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Removal of plastic litter from the ocean

Yes

Names of actions:

Opinions on Further Strengthening Plastic Pollution Control

Plastic Pollution Control Action Plan (2021-2025)

Marine Ecological Environment Protection Plan (2021-2025)

Notice on Special Action Plan for Waste Cleaning Up in Rivers, Lakes and Seas (2022)

Brief description:

Carry out special clean-up of plastic waste. Accelerate the investigation and rectification of
informal storage and dumping points of domestic waste, and carry out clean-up of plastic
waste in rivers, lakes and harbours and clean-up operations for beaches.

To strengthen both river and sea treatment of plastic litter, implement special clean-up of
plastic litter in bays, estuaries, beaches and other areas, promote coastal cities and counties
to establish a long-term mechanism for marine plastic litter clean-up work, and keep key
coastal areas free of obvious plastic litter.

Organize relevant coastal localities to carry out a one-year special operation to clean up
plastic litter in 11 key bays (bay areas), including Jiaozhou Bay, in a dragnet manner.
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Continuously strengthen the management of plastic litter on the sea surface. Regular
salvage and cleaning of the waters adjacent to shore beaches should be carried out, and
plastic litter caused by typhoons and astronomical high tides should be salvaged and
cleaned up in time.

Numerical data, if any:

According to incomplete statistics, as of February 2023, more than 400,000 inspection and
cleaning personnel had been dispatched to the 11 key bays in the special clean-up
campaign, and 87,000 tons of various beach and floating marine litter had been cleared.
Monitoring and supervision efforts had been intensified through regular aerial surveillance by
UAVs, video surveillance, digital supervision and other means. The action also received
extensive participation from the local public, volunteers, fishing companies and public
welfare Organisations.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Promotion of innovative solutions

Policy actions for encouraging plastic alternatives (e.g. biodegradable plastics,
circular product design 1 including use of recycled materials or closed-loop
recycling)

Yes

Names of actions:

Opinions on Further Strengthening Plastic Pollution Control
Plastic Pollution Control Action Plan (2021-2025)

Brief description:

Recyclable and foldable packaging products and logistics and distribution equipment will be
promoted actively. Encourage enterprises to build a cross-platform operation system for
recyclable packaging. Enterprises using integrated packaging of goods and logistics, and
establishing a recycling system for recyclable logistics distribution equipment are also
encouraged.

Scientifically and steadily promote plastic substitute products. Fully consider the
environmental impact of the whole life-cycle resources such as bamboo and wood products,
paper products, and degradable plastic products, and improve the quality and food safety
standards of relevant products. Carry out research on the degradation mechanism and
impact of different types of degradable plastics, and scientifically evaluate their
environmental safety and controllability. Improve the standard system, issue biodegradable
plastics standards, standardize the application fields, and clarify the degradation conditions
and disposal methods. Increase transformation of key core technology research and
achievement of degradable plastics, continuously improve product quality and performance,
and reduce application costs. Promote the orderly development of biodegradable plastics
industry, guide the rational layout of the industry. Accelerate the scientific research and
application of biodegradable agricultural film. Strengthen the construction of detection
capacity of degradable plastics and standardize the order of the industry.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years
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Public-private partnerships for creating and implementing innovative solution

Yes

Names of actions:

Opinions on Further Strengthening Plastic Pollution Control
Plastic Pollution Control Action Plan (2021-2025)

Brief description:

Plastic products manufacturers should promote green design to improve the safety and
recycling performance of plastic products. Adopt new green and environment-friendly
functional materials. Strengthen the research and development of recyclable and degradable
alternative materials and products. Formulate a replacement implementation plan for the
reduction of disposable plastic products. Strengthen the management of registered
merchants in e-commerce, food delivery, and other platform enterprises, promote green
supply chains.

Formulate the management measures for the use and report of disposable plastic products,
establish and improve the reporting system for the use and recycling of disposable plastic
products, and supervise and guide the operators of commaodity retail, e-commerce, catering
and accommodation to implement main responsibility. Supervise and guide e-commerce,
takeout and other platform enterprises and express delivery enterprises to formulate platform
rules for disposable plastic products reduction. Release recommended catalogue of green
packaging products, promote the integration of products and express packaging, and
promote the original direct delivery of e-commerce express. Give play to the role of public
institutions and take the lead in reducing the use of single-use plastic products. In the
reception and training venues affiliated to the agency, explore the pilot program of direct
drinking water purifiers to replace plastic bottled water.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Education and awareness raising

Education system and/or curriculum for encouraging public awareness on MPL
issues

Yes

If yes, give a brief description of your efforts related to education:

Under the guidance of the Department of Marine Ecology and Environment of the Ministry of
Ecology and Environment, Centre for Environmental Education and Communications of
Ministry of Ecology and Environment organized the "Marine Ecology Protection Publicity
Campaign in Schools", which consisted of a series of thematic courses, on-site interactive
quizzes and the distribution of publicity brochures to deepen students' knowledge and
understanding of marine plastic waste pollution and raise their awareness of participating in
marine ecology protection. *°

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

10 http://www.chinaeol.net/ceecst/202212/t20221221_1008342.shtml
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Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL 1 National

Yes

Names of actions:

Opinions on Further Strengthening Plastic Pollution Control
Plastic Pollution Control Action Plan (2021-2025)
Marine Ecological Environment Protection Plan (2021-2025)

Brief description:

Increasing the publicity of plastic pollution control, guiding the public to reduce the use of
disposable plastic products, participate in garbage classification, and resisting excessive
packaging. Making use of newspapers, radio and television, new media, and other channels
to in-depth publicize the effectiveness and typical practices of plastic pollution control.
Guiding industry associations, business groups, and charity Organisations to conduct
professional seminars and voluntary activities in an orderly manner, building consensus, and
creating a good atmosphere for the participation of the whole society.

In terms of publicity and education, marine plastic survey and cleaning activities have
become normalized relying on non-governmental environmental protection Organisations
and environmental protection volunteers, who have played active roles in preventing land-
based garbage from entering the sea. Through newspapers, television, the Internet and
other media, promote the prevention of marine plastic pollution by strengthening public
education and other methods, and raise the public awareness on prevention and control of
marine plastic pollution.

Strengthen publicity, education and scientific popularization, guide the public to develop
green consumption habits, reduce the consumption of disposable plastic products, and
consciously fulfill the obligation of sorting and throwing household waste.

Give full play to the guiding role of the media in public opinion, make full use of the important
nodes such as the June 5th Environmental Day, the June 8th Ocean Day and the
International Beach Day, carry out publicity and education activities of marine ecological
environment protection, popularize scientific knowledge of marine ecological environment,
spread the concept of marine ecological civilization.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL i Local

Yes

Names of actions:

Coastal Cleanup and Public Education in Coastal Cities of China

Brief description:

Dalian Municipal Environmental Protection Volunteers Association was founded in 2003.
This association has been engaged in the publicity, education, and public participation of
marine litter for a long time. At present, the association has 125 member units and 12,500
registered volunteers. The association has organized 32 large propaganda activities and
nearly 1,000 activities throughout the year. Nearly 200,000 brochures of the public marine
conservation publicity had been issued to more than millions of people. On average, over
200 events are held each year, with over 50,000 participants.
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From 2009 to 2019, the Blue Ribbon Ocean Conservation Association has been carrying out
publicity, education, and public participation on Marine litter. This association has a total of
128 member units and nearly 100,000 registered volunteers. In 2019, the association
organized 798 publicity activities on marine litter, distributed 68,000 copies of publicity
materials, publicized marine protection to more than 7.114 million people. A total of 317,300
volunteers have participated in marine litter clean-up activities, 38.49 tons of litter on the
beach and 0.25 tons of litter on the seabed were cleaned up.

With the support of coastal natural resources departments at all levels, the China Ocean
Development Foundation has been organizing the "National Beach Clean-up Public Welfare
Campaign" since 2017 in coastal provinces and cities across the country. Through
organising beach cleaning activities by well-known domestic marine public welfare
organisations and marine volunteers, the campaign spreads knowledge of marine resources
and ecological restoration, promotes the active participation of all sectors of society in
building beautiful shorelines, a good situation of the whole society to jointly promote the
construction of marine ecological civilisation is formed. **

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL - International/Regional
Yes

Names of actions:
International Coastal Cleanup

Brief description:

During the Northwest Pacific Action Plan (NOWPAP) - The Tripartite Environment Ministers
Meeting among Japan, China and Korea China-Japan-South (TEMM) Joint Symposium on
Marine Litter and International Beach Litter Cleanup (ICC) in 2019, the participants and more
than 50 volunteers from Dalian Environmental Protection Volunteers Association held the
2019 International Beach Litter Clean-up at the Dalian Bangchui Island Bathing Beach,
picking up and cleaning up litter floating and discarded on the surface of the beach as well
as litter buried shallowly in the sand and gravel and conducting a sorting survey.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Monitoring & Scientific research on marine plastic litter

Actions for encouraging monitoring / scientific research on plastic flows and ocean
surface microplastics

Yes

Names of actions:

National Marine Litter and Microplastics Monitoring System

The National Key Research and Development Program of China "Monitoring and Ecological
Effect Assessment of Marine Microplastics"

1 http://www.cfocean.org.cn/index.php/index/program/fid/3/pid/6.html
12 https://www.sohu.com/a/346060458_806274
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Plastic Pollution Control Action Plan (2021-2025)

Brief description:

The routine monitoring of Chinads national mar
covering beach, seawater, and seafloor litter. The routine monitoring of floating microplastics

in coastal waters has been conducted since 2016. The monitoring results have been

published in Bulletin of Marine Ecological and Environmental Status of China every year.

In 2016, the Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST) launched the National Key
Research and Development Programme on "Research on Marine Microplastic Monitoring
and Ecological Effects Assessment Technology" which focused on marine microplastic
pollution monitoring, source analysis, ecological effects and source control.

Carry out monitoring and investigation of marine plastic waste and microplastics. Organize
and carry out research on pollution mechanism, monitoring and control technology of plastic
wastes and microplastics in rivers, lakes and seas.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Engagement in international/regional level actions for encouraging monitoring /
scientific research on plastic flows and ocean surface microplastics

Yes

Names of actions:

UNESCO-IOC/WESTPAC Research Project: Distribution, Source, Fate and Impacts of
Marine Microplastics in the Asia Pacific Region

UNESCO-I OC ndAUnited Nati ons Decade of Ocean Sci en
(2021-2030) 0 Research Projidet  ofUMXZ .adS3t em vtelrd nte pl
the ocean **

Brief description:

"The Western Pacific Regi onal Mar i ne Mi cropl as
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission Western Pacific Sub-Commission
(IOC/WESTPAC) project that builds on the establishment of a network of institutions and

experts to play a regional role in the development of a standardized monitoring methodology

for marine microplastics in the Asia-Pacific region, from the perspective of developing and

harmonizing sampling and analytical methodologies. Establish a baseline database of

marine microplastics in the region, analyse the distribution, sources and fate of marine
microplastics, and assess their impacts on marine ecosystems.

The UNESCO-IOC project on "UN 2 2 . Stem the tide of Asiabds riv
the ocean" has been included in the United Nations Implementation Project for the United
Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-2030)". Ten
research, government and corporate institutions from seven countries, including Thailand,
Indonesia, Vietnam and Malaysia, will participate in the project. The project will conduct field
surveys, joint research, public awareness campaigns, and exchange of experiences and
results on plastic waste control and treatment. By promoting the participation of local
stakeholders, the project will enhance the transparency and credibility of scientific

13 http://www.sklec.ecnu.edu.cn/node/5286

14 http://www.sklec.ecnu.edu.cn/node/7082
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information and strengthen science-based action to reduce emissions, and jointly address
the serious environmental problem of global marine plastic pollution.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

6.4.4. Challenges

Check the challenges that your country has faced:

Recycling system improvement

Proper waste management system (including lack of local capacity)
Data collection related to waste in general

Data collection related to marine plastic litter

Lack of awareness among citizens, business, local governments
Lack of financial incentives for waste treatment in general

Lack of financial incentives for technology development

Project delays due to COVID-19

Others (Please specify)

6.4.5. Best Practices

National level

Outstanding cases of Beautiful Bays': In 2021, the Ministry of Ecology and Environment
launched the first collection of outstanding cases of Beautiful Bays and organized the
selecting of eight cases, among which the outstanding cases were Qingdao Lingshan Bay,
Beidaihe Section of Qinhuangdao Bay, mud bank Section of Dongtaitiaozi, Yancheng and
Shantou Qing'ao Bay, and the nominated cases were Fuzhou Binhai New City Shore
Section, Shenzhen Dapeng Bay, Wenzhou Dongtou Zhu Bay and Dalian Jinshi Beach Bay.
Qingdao Lingshan Bay continued to carry out the " Coastal Cleanup” campaign to clean
up marine litter to keep the beach clean. Qinhuangdao Bay improved mechanisms for
cleaning floating I|litter and riverbank <cl eani
aquaculture, promoted the use of environmentally friendly floats, and guided offshore
ecological aquaculture. A "Marine sanitation” team was established in Fuzhou Binhai
New City

15 https://www.mee.gov.cn/xxgk2018/xxgk/xxgk06/202201/t20220130_968669.htm|
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6.5.

European Union

Key Highlights

EU Strategy for Plastics in _a
Circular Economy (2018)
Legislation _on waste and Marine
Strategy Framework Directive

Marine Strategy Framework
Directive (MSFD, 2008/56/EC)first
EU legal instrument to explicitly
address marine litter

Descriptor 10 of the Marine March 2020 new  Circular
Strategy Framework Directive Economy Action Plan
The Plastic Bags Directive (2015) Directive on Port Reception
Single-Use Plastic Directive (2019) Facilites (EU) 2019/883 for
Proposal for a Regulation on Eco- minimizing ocean litter
design for Sustainable Products European Circular Economy

(ESPR) Stakeholder Platform

6.5.1. Policy and Frameworks

National Action Plan

Do you have a National Action Plan or strategy on MPL?

‘HYes

If yes, state the name of your action plan or strategy with a brief description here:
Name: EU Strateqgy for Plastics in a Circular Economy (2018)

Brief description:

Emphasis on prevention of litter from both land- and sea-based sources is the cornerstone of
EU policies against plastic pollution of oceans and the seas. Clean-up actions can be
meaningful when litter accumulations create serious risks for marine or coastal biodiversity
and habitats or negative socioeconomic effects. The EU is furthermore committed to close
collaboration with its neighbours within the four Regional Seas Conventions around Europe
and with other non-EU countries in global fora such as UN, G20 and G7.

The EU Strateqy for Plastics in_a Circular Economy (2018) is the first EU-wide policy
framework adopting a material-specific life-cycle approach integrating design, use, reuse
and recycling. It also aims at an increasing the uptake of alternative materials where
evidence clearly shows that they are more sustainable compared to the ones based on fossil
resources. This supports efforts on decarbonisation and creating additional opportunities for
growth. As part of the Strategy, the EU adopted the Single-Use Plastic Directive (2019),
targeting the top 10 single-u s e pl asti c products most oft
seas as well as fishing gear containing plastics and the Port Reception Facilities Directive
(2019), aiming to properly collect waste generated by ships, including passively fished waste
from fishing vessels.

The European Commission has voted on a legislation to restrict microplastics intentionally
added to products, e.g. in cosmetics or detergents. Its adoption is expected for autumn
2023. In addition, the Commission is working on an initiative that would encompass a
legislative proposal on losses of plastic pellets as an important source of microplastic
polluti on, and a Commi ssionos Communi cat
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1516265440535&uri=COM:2018:28:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1516265440535&uri=COM:2018:28:FIN
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/target_review.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/marine/eu-coast-and-marine-policy/marine-strategy-framework-directive/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/marine/eu-coast-and-marine-policy/marine-strategy-framework-directive/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/marine/eu-coast-and-marine-policy/marine-strategy-framework-directive/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/marine/eu-coast-and-marine-policy/marine-strategy-framework-directive/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/marine/eu-coast-and-marine-policy/marine-strategy-framework-directive/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/marine/eu-coast-and-marine-policy/marine-strategy-framework-directive/index_en.htm
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1516265440535&uri=COM:2018:28:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1516265440535&uri=COM:2018:28:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019L0904&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019L0883
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microplastic releases, likely for adoption Q3 2023. The legislative proposal on pellet losses

builds on the industry-led Operation Clean Sweep certification scheme and the OSPAR
Conventionds Recommendation on pell et |l osseslnd
bio-based and biodegradable alternative materials and fibres in tyres and textiles thus

supporting the substitution of materials based on fossil resources.

Legal Framework

Do you have legislation on MPL? (including waste management and circular economy)
Yes

If yes, listyourcount r y6s | egi sl ation including name and br
Name: Legislation on waste and Marine Strategy Framewaork Directive

Brief description:

The EUOGs | on Begiskatioraahiwaste qstarting fin the 1970s and over the years

developed into a comprehensive body of legislation) plays an important role in preventing

marine litter. As part of the shift towards a circular economy, an important review of the

waste legislation took place and the ensuing legislative proposals adopted in 2018
introduced t he wor | doé smanagensent tametsb and isteengthenedia st e
provisions on waste prevention. Today EUG6s waste policy includes:

Horizontal legislation setting the main definitions and principles
Laws on how waste should be treated

Legislation on specific products or so-called waste streams (many of which will be further
modernised in the years to come)

The Marine_Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD, 2008/56/EC) was the first EU legal

instrument to explicitly address mar i ne | i tter; it requires AGood
marine |itter to be achieved by 2020, i . e. t hat
cause harm to the <coast al and marine environme

setting, monitoring, reporting and implementation of measures related to marine litter and
microlitter are carried out in accordance with relevant MSFD provisions and have been
further specified within a Decision by the European Commission (2017/848/EU). The
Commission assessment of the measures submitted by the EU Member States was
published in July 2018'; in 2020 the Commission published a report on MSFD
implementation’’ and in 2023 its assessment of monitoring programmes, including for
marine litter'®. MSFD activities against marine litter are supported by the MSFD Technical
Group on Marine Litter®, chaired by the European Commi ssi on
bringing together experts from Member States, Regional Sea Conventions, NGOs, umbrella
organisations and scientific project leads. It acts as an advisory group to the policy process
and links science with policy, providing guidance and recommendations on relevant issues

16 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52018DC0562&from=EN

1 https://ec.europa.eu/environment/marine/eu-coast-and-marine-policy/marine-strateqy-framework-
directive/index _en.htm

18 https://environment.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-
04/C_2023_2203_F1_COMMUNICATION_FROM_COMMISSION_EN_V5_P1_2532109.PDF

19 http://mcc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/dev.py?N=41&0=434&titre_chap=TG%20Marine%20Litter
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such as monitoring methodologies, harm caused by marine litter and sources of marine litter.
Importantly, it has been tasked to develop baseline quantities and threshold values for
marine litter and microlitter pursuant to the abovementioned Commission Decision. The EU
Marine Beach Litter Baselines report®® was published early 2020. In September 2020, EU
Member States agreed on a beach litter threshold value of 20 items per 100 m of beach.
More threshold values in relation to marine litter and microlitter (including microplastics) are
being developed, notably for seafloor litter and for floating litter and microlitter. A Joint list of
litter categories has been developed, so that collected data are recorded in a harmonised
way. The updating of the monitoring guidelines is almost completed (publication planned in
May 2023).

The MSFD is being reviewed, and it might be amended, resulting in more concrete and
guantified targets and thresholds related to marine litter, including plastic marine litter and
microplastics. Other EU instruments that help tackle marine litter include the Directive on
Port Reception Facilities for the delivery of waste from ships (2019), the Single-Use Plastic
Directive focusing on most frequently found marine litter (including fishing gear containing
plastic) (2019), the EU's International Ocean Governance Agenda (2022) and the Urban
Waste Water Treatment Directive, under review, also aiming to better capture microplastics
in wastewater treatment.

As a follow-up of the Single-Use Plastic Directive, the Commission also adopted a decision
on a standardization request to the European Committee for Standardisation as regards
circular design of fishing gear (2021) and a decision laying down the format for reporting
data and information on fishing gear placed on the market and waste fishing gear collected
in Member States (2021).

The European Commission also adopted its Zero Pollution Action Plan in May 2021 where,
among other things, includes a target of reducing by 50% plastic litter at sea and of 30%
micro plastics released into the environment by 2030.

Indicators

Do you have the MPL-specific indicators in your country?
Yes

If yes, list your indicators here:

Indicators for marine litter occurrence and impact in the marine environment are provided
through Descriptor 10 of the Marine Strateqy Framework Directive. It specifies criteria for
litter on the coastline, in the water surface layer and on the seafloor, as well as microlitter in
all matrices and impacts of litter through ingestion, entanglement and other adverse effects.
Baselines are derived from reliable, sufficient and comparable monitoring data and are used
to assess status, evaluate trends, measure the success of mitigation measures and prioritise
actions.

Data on marine litter concentration are available through the EMODnet platform. This
includes a complete set of data on litter on beaches of EU Member States and some
neighbourhood countries, normalised to common standards.

Work on normalising data on floating, seabed and microlitter concentrations is underway. A
target threshold value for beach litter (i.e. 20 litter items/100 m of coastline), has been

20 https://mcc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/main/dev.py?N=41&0=434&titre_chap=TG%2520Marine%2520L.itter
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https://mcc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/main/dev.py?N=41&O=459
https://mcc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/main/dev.py?N=41&O=459
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019L0883
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019L0883
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019L0904&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019L0904&from=EN
https://ec.europa.eu/oceans-and-fisheries/publications/setting-course-sustainable-blue-planet-joint-communication-eus-international-ocean-governance-agenda_en
about:blank
about:blank
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2021.211.01.0051.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2021%3A211%3ATOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2021.211.01.0051.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2021%3A211%3ATOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2021.211.01.0051.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2021%3A211%3ATOC
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/strategy/zero-pollution-action-plan_it
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/marine/eu-coast-and-marine-policy/marine-strategy-framework-directive/index_en.htm
https://emodnet.ey/
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established in 2020 (see the JRC Technical Report on A European Threshold Value and
Assessment Method for Macro Litter on Coastlines), which is estimated to reduce harm from
beach litter to a sufficiently precautionary level.

6.5.2. Measures and Achievements

Please choose one to indicate whether your country implements the following
measures

Introduce Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Yes No

Reduce single-use plastic (shopping bags, straws etc.) by| yves No
regulations or voluntary measures

Restrict microplastics for cosmetics etc. Yes No
Improve waste management recycling system Yes No
Conduct clean-up activities for rivers and coasts Yes No
Take action on fishing gear Yes No
Install capturing trap/filter on drainage/river Yes No
Promote innovative solutions Yes No
Boost multi-stakeholder involvement and awareness-raising Yes No
Share scientific information and knowledge: R&D and monitoring Yes No

Participate in international cooperation through international| yves No
Organisations, multi-national groups, etc.

Target region supported by your international cooperation| yas No
initiatives/projects:

Southeast Asia

Target region supported by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects:

Africa

Target region supported by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects:

Latin America

Prevention and reduction of plastic waste generation

Levy of charges/ taxes for single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)

Yes
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Names of actions:

The Plastic Bags Directive (2015) and the Directive on the reduction of the impact of certain
plastic products on the environment (Single-Use Plastic Directive) (2019)

Targeted products:

Food containers, EPS food and beverage containers, cups for beverages, cotton bud sticks,
cutlery, plates, stirrers, straws, balloon sticks, balloons, packets, wrappers, beverage
containers and bottles, tobacco product filters, sanitary towels, wet wipes, plastic carrier
bags and fishing gear containing plastic.

Brief description:

The Plastic Bags Directive requires Member St at e
reduction in the consumption6 of l ight weight pl
targets and/or economic instruments (e.g. fees, taxes) and marketing restrictions (bans),

provided that the latter are proportionate and non-discriminatory. The Directive sets targets

that annual consumption would not exceed 90 bags per person by 2019, 40 by 2025, and/or

that by end of 2018 such bags would not be free of charge at the point of sale. Compared to

the baseline scenario (2010) this is a 50% reduction in consumption by 2019 and a 80%

reduction by 2025.

The Single-Use Plastic Directive includes the following measures:

i. Extended Producer Responsibil i ty ( EPR) schemes under the pri
to ensure that producers will cover the costs of waste management and clean-up, data
gathering and awareness raising for the following single-use plastic products and fishing
gear containing plastic: tobacco products with filters, drink bottles, packets and wrappers,
wet wipes, drinks cups (including their cover and lids), food and beverage containers,
balloons, and lightweight carrier bags;

ii. Product design measures for drink bottles related to tethered caps and lids, and a
binding target of at least 25% of recycled plastic for PET beverage bottles from 2025
onwards and 30% recycled content for all plastic bottles by 2030;

iii. Consumption reduction measures for single-use plastic versions of drinks cups (including
covers and lids), and food containers;

iv. A ban of single-use plastic versions of cotton bud sticks, balloon sticks, cutlery, plates,
straws and stirrers; and beverage containers and cups made of expanded polystyrene
(including their caps/covers and lids);

v. A general ban on oxo-degradable products;

vi. A 90% separate collection target for waste from single-use plastic bottles either by
Deposit Refund Schemes or improved EPR schemes by 2029 (interim target of 77% by
2025);

vii. Marking requirements for sanitary towels, wet wipes, tampons and tampon applicators,
tobacco products with filters and cups for beverages, indicating how waste should be
disposed of, presence of plastic in the product and resulting negative environmental
impact.

viii. Member States with marine waters to set minimum annual collection rates of waste
fishing gear containing plastic.

ix. Member States to report annually to the European Commission on the amounts of fishing
gear placed the market and on the amounts of waste fishing gear collected.

X. The European Commission shall request the European committee for standardisation
to develop a harmonised standard for a circular design of fishing gear.
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Ban on use of single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)

Actions for encouraging sustainable / circular product design
Yes

Names of actions:

1. Follow up to the Single-use Plastic Directive
2. Proposal for a Regulation on Ecodesign for Sustainable Products (ESPR)

Brief description:

1. As a follow-up of the Single-Use Plastic Directive, the Commission also adopted a
decision on a standardization request to the European Committee for Standardisation as
regards circular design of fishing gear (2021) and a decision laying down the format for
reporting data and information on fishing gear placed on the market and waste fishing
gear collected in Member States (2021). These two decisions are expected to increase
the positive effect to be produced by the establishment of extended producer
responsibility schemes and the creation of port reception facilities for waste from ships
including marine litter (including fishing gear and passively fished waste) provided for by
the Single-Use Plastic Directive and the Port Reception Facilities Directive respectively.

2. In order to deliver on commitments of the 2020 Circular Economy Action Plan and make
sustainable products the norm in the EU, on 30 March 2022 the European Commission
adopted a legislative proposal for an Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation
(ESPR). This instrument will enable targeted ecodesign rules (covering both
performance and information requirements) to be laid down for a very wide range of
products on the EU market, to make them more durable, reparable, recyclable, increase
recycled content and make them more energy and resource efficient, amongst many
other things. It also introduces other tools, including measures to prevent the destruction
of unsold consumer goods. Priority products and areas for action will be set out in
multiannual working plans.

Regulations on microplastics
Yes

Names of regulations:
Legislation on microplastics intentionally added to products
Brief description:

The European Commission has voted a legislation to restrict microplastics intentionally

added to products, e.g. in cosmetics paints, detergents, fertilisers, artificial infill for

synthetic turfs. The European Chemicals Agency reviewed the scientific basis for
considering a restriction wunder REACH and concl
justify an EU-wi de restrictiono. ECHA scientific c¢ommi
adopted their opinion. The proposed EU-wide restriction covers intentionally added
microplastics in multiple applications including agriculture, horticulture, cosmetic products,

paints, coatings, detergents, maintenance products, infill material in artificial turfs, medical

and pharmaceutical applications. The measure will now be sent to the Council and the

European Parliament for a scrutiny period of 3 months and it is expected to be adopted an

published in Q4 2023.

As a step further, in the March 2020 new Circular Economy Action Plan, the European
Commission committed to address the presence of microplastics in the environment by
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addressing also unintentional releases of microplastics by developing labelling,
standardisation, certification and regulatory measures. Work is ongoing on how best to
address unintentional releases of microplastics. In the course of this analysis, the
Commission has identified 6 major sources of releases: paints, tyres, pellets, textiles,
geotextiles and detergent capsules.

Government actions on microplastics

Community actions on microplastics including individual and wider stakeholder
involvement (e.g. businesses, coastal community etc.)

Others (please specify)

Environmentally sound waste management

Enforcement of proper waste management system
Yes

Names of actions:
EU Waste Framework Directive
Brief description:

In relation to waste management, the EU Member States have implemented effective
separate (household) collection schemes and have built in economic incentives for better
waste treatment (e.g. landfill/ incineration charges) as well as Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) schemes.

In May 2018, the EU revised its waste legislation to make it fit for the future. In the context of
the prevention of waste, the revised EU Waste Framework Directive requires Member States
to identify products that are the main sources of littering, notably in natural and marine
environment, and take appropriate measures to prevent and reduce litter from such
products. The Directive also requires Member States to develop and support information
campaigns to raise awareness about waste prevention and littering. In the future, Member
States management plans will have to contain measures to combat and prevent all forms of
littering and to clean up all types of litter. With regard to enforcement they are required to
take the necessary measures to prohibit the abandonment, dumping or uncontrolled
management of waste, including littering

Prevention of littering, illegal dumping and unintentional leakage of waste into the
ocean

Yes

Names of actions:
Directive on Port Reception Facilities(EU) 2019/883
Brief description:

The Directive covers all waste from ships, with a special focus on addressing marine litter
originating from shipping, including from the fishing and recreational sectors. To this end, the
Directive provides for a mix of incentives and enforcement measures to maximise waste
delivery on shore to adequate port reception facilities, where the waste should be properly
managed (e.g. through separate collection). The Directive strengthens the financial incentive
for delivery by providing for a 100% indirect fee for garbage (MARPOL Annex V waste) to be
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paid irrespectively of volumes delivered. This fee gives all ships a right to deliver all garbage
waste, including waste fishing gear and passively fished waste, without facing any further
additional fees.

This should result in a robust framework to tackle (plastic) waste originating both from ships
as well as from other sources e.g. waste fished out from the sea and delivered to port. The
Directive ensures that port reception facilities are available for the management of this waste
in line with the principles of the Circular Economy.

Member States shall ensure that monitoring data on the volume and quantity of passively
fished waste are collected and reported to the Commission. The Commission Implementing
Decision laying down the rules for the monitoring data methodologies and the format for
reporting passively fished waste was adopted in January 2022.

Yes

Names of actions:
Directive on Port Reception Facilities(EU) 2019/883
Brief description:

The Directive covers all waste from ships, with a special focus on addressing marine litter
originating from shipping, including from the fishing and recreational sectors. To this end, the
Directive provides for a mix of incentives and enforcement measures to maximise waste
delivery on shore to adequate port reception facilities, where the waste should be properly
managed (e.g. through separate collection). The Directive strengthens the financial incentive
for delivery by providing for a 100% indirect fee for garbage (MARPOL Annex V waste) to be
paid irrespectively of volumes delivered. This fee gives all ships a right to deliver all garbage
waste, including waste fishing gear and passively fished waste, without facing any further
additional fees.

This should result in a robust framework to tackle (plastic) waste originating both from ships
as well as from other sources e.g. waste fished out from the sea and delivered to port. The
Directive ensures that port reception facilities are available for the management of this waste
in line with the principles of the Circular Economy.

Member States shall ensure that monitoring data on the volume and quantity of passively
fished waste are collected and reported to the Commission. The Commission Implementing
Decision laying down the rules for the monitoring data methodologies and the format for
reporting passively fished waste was adopted in January 2022.

Are linkages between marine litter and blue economy being studied by your country?
Has your country taken any policy/ legal measures to address these linkages?

Others (Please specify)

Cleanup of marine plastic litter

Collection of scattered waste on beach
Yes

Names of actions:
World Clean-up Day 2018
Brief description:
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On the occasion of World Clean-up Day in September 2018, some 50 EU delegations and
representations joined NGOs, embassies, schools and volunteer networks to organise beach
clean activities across the world. A year later, over 80 countries took part in the
#EUBeachCleanup campaign. Such activities took also place in 2020 and 2021.

Removal of plastic litter from the ocean
Yes

Names of actions:

Port Reception Facilities Directive

European Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund
Brief description:

The Port Reception Facilities Directive provides for adequate port facilities enabling the
reception of marine litter passively fished at sea by fishers. There is a requirement for port
fees to be independent of the amount of passively fished waste brought ashore.

The European Maritime and Fisheries Fund and the new European Maritime, Fisheries and
Aquaculture Fund provide financial support to fishing for litter activities and investments in
ports to provide adequate reception facilities for lost fishing gear and marine litter.

Others

Promotion of innovative solutions

Policy actions for encouraging plastic alternatives (e.g. biodegradable plastics,
circular product design 1 including use of recycled materials or closed-loop
recycling)

Yes

Names of actions:

Commission Implementing Decision of 10.2.2021 on a standardization request to the
European Committee for Standardisation as regards circular design of fishing gear in
support of Directive (EU) 2019/904

Brief description:

The standard for circular design of fishing gear should provide the level playing field for
Organisations to develop higher quality and lower environmental impact fishing gear that is
easily reused, repaired, re-manufactured, and recycled at the end-of-life stage, and should
provide Organisations the opportunity to act sustainably for healthier planet.

The deadline to deliver the standard for circular design of fishing gear is set for February
2025.

Names of actions (2):
Policy Framework for Biobased, biodegradable and compostable plastics
Brief description (2):

The European Commission adopted a policy framework on the sourcing, labelling and use of
biobased plastics, and the use of biodegradable and compostable plastics on 30 November,
2022. This builds on the 2020 Circular Economy Action Plan and the 2018 Plastics Strategy.
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The aim of this policy framework is to provide a better understanding of the challenges and
benefits that stem from their use. It also sets out the conditions to ensure that overall, the
environmental impact of their production and consumption is positive. It aims to fill policy
gaps, guide future EU policy or legislation on such matters and provide orientation for the
market with a view to avoiding any unsustainable developments. It will therefore guide
citizens, public authorities and economic operators in their policy, purchasing or investment
decisions. A common understanding across the EU on the production and use of these
plastic materials will prevent differences at national level and fragmentation of the single
market

Public-private partnerships for creating and implementing innovative solution
Yes

Names of actions:
Plastics Circularity Multiplier group
Brief description:

Twenty innovation projects teamed up to support the EU efforts to steer the plastics industry
into the circular economy. The recently formed Plastics Circularity Multiplier group will share
resources and expertise to enhance the impact of the projects receiving funding from the
EU6s Horizon 2020 research and innovatio
Plastics Circularity Multiplier group will communicate to policymakers, the public and industry
on a range of EU-funded innovations on plastics.

Others
Names of actions:

1. European Circular Economy Stakeholder Platform

2. Commission Implementing Decision of 10.2.2021 on a standardization request to the
European Committee for Standardisation as regards circular design of fishing gear in
support of Directive (EU) 2019/904

Brief description:

The European Circular Economy Stakeholders Platform is a joint initiative of the European
Commission and the European Economic and Social Committee. It is an online platform to
exchange best practices, knowledge and strategies to accelerate the transition towards the
circular economy. As a place for knowledge, the platform features different contributions
from stakeholders: good practices, national, regional and local strategies, studies and
reports on the Circular Economy and commitments. In the section "good practices",
stakeholders are able to submit directly their experiences to the platform. The sections on
national, regional and local strategies, on knowledge and on voluntary commitments feature
examples of the type of contribution we wish to collect. Many projects and initiatives on

pl astics, including their alternatives, can

continuously updated.

Education and awareness raising

Education system and/or curriculum for encouraging public awareness on MPL
issues

Yes

If yes, give a brief description of your efforts related to education:
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Names of actions:
Network of European Blue Schools
Brief description:

The Network of European Blue Schools is an initiative of EU4Ocean, the European Ocean
Coalition that connects diverse organisations, projects and people contributing to ocean
literacy and the sustainable management of the ocean. EU4Ocean is the place where new
ideas and joint actions come to life to make a bigger change. Supported by the European
Commission, this bottom-up inclusive initiative aims at uniting the voices of Europeans to
make the ocean a concern of everyone.

This Network of European Blue Schools aims to inspire teacher, school director or
staff of education services, to challenge their students, from kindergarten, primary,
lower and upper secondary, technical or vocational schools, to develop a f Fi

nd

blued project that Ilinks them to the ocean

project and sharing its results, schools will receive the European Blue School label.

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL 1 National
Yes

Names of actions:
Awareness raising campaign

Brief description:

The European Commission launched an awareness raising campaign to highlight the role of
citizens in combatting plastic pollution and marine litter. Together with the United Nations
Environment Programme and other partners, the Commission coordinates a global network
of aquariums to raise public awareness about plastic pollution. Leading by example, the
European Commission has also phased out all single-use plastic cups in water fountains and
vending machines in all its buildings and at all meetings.

The EU not only finances dedicated projects focused on awareness-raising but also requires
dissemination and communication activities in almost all EU-funded projects against litter

Awareness raising measures are part of requirements under Extended Producer
Responsibility schemes for producers of single-use plastic products and producers of fishing
gear.

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL i Local

No

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL - International/Regional

No

Others

Monitoring & Scientific research on marine plastic litter
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Actions for encouraging monitoring / scientific research on plastic flows and ocean
surface microplastics

Yes

Names of actions:
EU Research and Innovation

Brief description:

Through the EU Research and Innovation Programmes Horizon 2020 (2014-2020) the
European Union has funded a number of projects to prevent marine litter and reduce its
impact as well as to increase its knowledge base and inform citizens, for example CLAIM,
GOJELLY, TOPIOS, SeaChange, ResponSeable, EUROgCHARM, SEALIVE, Bio-Plastics
Europe, MAELSTROM, In-No-Plastic, and LABPLAS.

In the new Research and Innovation Programme (2021-2027), Horizon Europe, specific area

for research on seas, oceans and inland waters
Ocean and Waters by 2030, are envisaged for strengthening knowledge and understanding

in order to protect, restore and sustainably manage marine, inland and coastal ecosystems

and prevent pollution, including marine litter. With its systemic approach, the Mission
6Restore our Ocean and Waters by 2030' wi || add
key role in achieving climate neutrality and restoring nature by reducing plastic litter at sea,

nutrient losses and the use of chemical pesticides and by making the blue economy climate-

neutral and circular with zero-net maritime emissions. In the Mission work programme 2022

there are specific topics supporting the fight against pollution through research and

innovation, namely:

- Actions to prevent, minimise and remediate chemical pollution, with a focus on the
Mediterranean basin (indicative budget EUR 16 million);

- Prevent and eliminate litter, plastics and microplastics: Innovative solutions for waste-free
European rivers (indicative budget EUR 10 million)

- Marine litter and pollution i Smart and low environmental impact fishing gears (indicative
budget EUR 10 million)

Moreover, through the European Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund (EMFAF), the
EU can finance projects to prevent and fight marine litter, supporting concrete methodologies
and technologies for reducing the volume and harmfulness of sea-based sources of marine
litter and for removing and/or recycling it in an environmentally sound and efficient way.
Member States can also support investments in port facilities to receive and treat waste from
ships.

Projects financed under the previous programming period (2014-2020) are, for example:
MarGnet (http://www.margnet.eu)

AQUA-LIT (https://aqua-lit.eu/)

NetTag (http://net-tag.eu)

BLUENET (https://www.bluenetproject.eu/)

OCEANETS (http://oceanets.eu/).

Engagement in international/regional level actions for encouraging monitoring /
scientific research on plastic flows and ocean surface microplastics

Yes
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Names of actions:
Brief description:

Around the EU, the four Regional Sea Conventions (in Mediterranean, Northeast Atlantic,
Baltic and the Black Sea) developed and implemented, with EU technical and financial
support, plans against marine litter;

G7 (in 2015) and G20 (in 2017) also adopted Action Plans against marine litter. Regional
plans and initiatives against marine litter exist (Southeast and Northwest Pacific, East Asian
Seas) or are under development (Persian Gulf, NE Pacific, Arctic) also outside the EU.

The EU finances projects in its neighbourhood that provide technical assistance to
stakeholders, and promotes regional cooperation (Mediterranean and Black Sea) and the
Commission services are working on large projects that will contribute to marine litter
reduction internationally, for example in Southeast Asia, the Pacific and South America (in
the order of EUR800 million, for the period 2014-17).

In May 2019, the EU played a central role to achieve international decision-making on trans-
boundary movements of most plastic waste subject to the controls of the Basel Convention.
The new rules (which will enter into force in 2021) will improve controls on exports and
imports of plastic waste. Countries on the receiving end will be able to refuse foreign
shipments of mixed and unsorted plastic waste. It is important to stress that the EU has
stricter rules than the Basel Convention: this means that, from 2021, it will be prohibited for
the EU to export plastic waste covered by the Basel Convention to countries outside the
OECD. The EU is signatory of the Barcelona Convention for the Protection of the Marine
environment and Coastal Region of the Mediterranean.

Others

6.5.3. Challenges
Recycling system improvement
Proper waste management system (including lack of local capacity)
Data collection related to waste in general
Data collection related to marine plastic litter
Lack of awareness among citizens, business, local governments
Lack of financial incentives for waste treatment in general
Lack of financial incentives for technology development
Project delays due to COVID-19

Others (Please specify here:)
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6.5.4. Best Practices

National level

(a) Comprehensive approach to plastic production, use and disposal in the EU's Plastic
Strategy as part of the EU's Circular Economy Action Plan

(b) Binding legislation for monitoring and assessing marine litter, for defining acceptable
thresholds, setting targets and for taking measures to reduce quantities of litter and harm
from litter

(c) Integrated approach covering all sources of plastic litter and microplastics

(d) Legislation on the reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the environment,
targeting the top 10 single-use plastic products most often found on Europe 6s beaches
and seas as well as fishing gear containing plastics

(e) Legislation on port reception facilities for the delivery of waste from ships, including from
fishing vessels and delivery of passively fished waste without additional fee.

(f) Establishment of baselines for marine litter quantities in the coastal and marine
environment

(g) Work towards the establishment of regulatory thresholds to prevent harm from litter in
the marine coastal environment, including socio-economic aspects

(h) International and regional approach, coordination with neighbouring countries and third
countries

Local level
Private sector

International cooperation

6.5.5. References and Reading Links

5. Further information: (Please indicate further detailed information, if any, e.g. name and
address of related website, name of published reports and materials)
A European Strategy for Plastics in a Circular Economy:

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/leqal-
content/EN/TXT/?qid=1516265440535&uri=COM:2018:28:FIN

Directive on the reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the environment
(SUP Directive):

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019L0904&from=EN
International Ocean Governance: an agenda for the future of our oceans

https://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/policy/ocean-governance en

Directive on port reception facilities:

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?qid=1570190453030&uri=CELEX:32019L0883

Marine Strategy Framework Directive;

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/marine/eu-coast-and-marine-policy/marine-strategy-
framework-directive/index en.htm

Good Environmental Status i Marine Litter:
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https://ec.europa.eu/environment/marine/good-environmental-status/descriptor-
10/index en.htm

Revision of the Waste Legislation;
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/target review.htm

EU threshold value for macro litter on coastlines
https://mcc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/main/dev.py?N=41&0=454

Commission Implementing Decision of 10.2.2021 on a standardization request to the
European Committee for Standardisation as regards circular design of fishing gear in
support of Directive (EU) 2019/904

https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-
databases/mandates/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.welcome

Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2021/958 of 31 May 2021 laying down the
format for reporting data and information on fishing gear placed on the market and waste
fishing gear collected in Member States and the format for the quality check report in
accordance with Articles 13(1)(d) and 13(2) of Directive (EU) 2019/904 of the European
Parliament and of the Council

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3A0J.L_.2021.211.01.0051.01.ENG&toc=0J%3AL%3A20
21%3A211%3ATOC

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2022/92 of 21 January 2022 laying down
rules for the application of Directive (EU) 2019/883 of the European Parliament and of
the Council as regards monitoring data methodologies and the format for reporting
passively fished waste:

EUR-Lex - 32022R0092 - EN - EUR-Lex (europa.eu)

6.5.6. Contact Details: (Please specify name and email address)
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6.6. I IFrance

Key Highlights

Action Plan for the Marine National Roadmap for a circular
Environment and Coastlines economy

Strategic Documents (Marine Nati onal A3RO stre
Strategy Framework Directive 1 plastic packaging

MSFD) Actions under OSPAR convention

Biodiversity plan: Target - A0 p | ¢
reaching the sea i
National Roadmap against Marine
Litte r iAo pl astic r
2019-20250

6.6.1. Policy and Frameworks

National Action Plan

Name:

Action Plan for the Marine Environment and Coastlines Strategic Documents (Marine
Strategy Framework Directive i MSFD)

Brief description:

the MSFD aims at protecting more effectively the marine environment across Europe by
achieving the good environmental status of the EU marine waters. The comprehensive
document identifies the main pressures such as marine litter. As each EU member States,
France have drawn up a programme of measures to attain good environmental status. The
first cycle of the programme closed in 2021, the second cycle is now being applied including
dedicated actions targeting marine litter consistent with water framework directive.

Name:
Biodiversity plan: Target-i0 pl asti ¢ reaching the sea in 20250

Brief description:

the biodiversity plan has been published in 2018. It sets up the national strategy to protect
biodiversity. It tackles multiple aspects of the national environmental policy such as climate
adaptation and plastic reduction.

Name:
National Roadmap againstMar i ne Litter A0 pl at0i2ddoreaching tF

Brief description:

the objective of this roadmap is ambitious: ending the dumping of plastic waste at sea by
2025 by implementing 35 actions aiming at preventing plastic pollution and raising
awareness. This national roadmap translates the biodiversity plan into concrete actions.
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Name:

National Roadmap for a circular economy
(https://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/fr/node/783)

Brief description:

It aims at achieving a transition towards a circular economy by providing national citizens
with the means to adopt a more sustainable consumption and make progress in waste
separation.

Name:
National A3RO str atcpakagmyn singl e use plasti

Brief description:

This strategy has been adopted by decree in April 2022 and defines actions and measures

to i mplement the 3R objectives for 2025 as speci
and recycling of single use plastic packaging for 2021-2025; and presents a vision for

reaching the goal to eliminate all single use plastic packaging by 2040

Legal Framework

Name:
The legislation for energy transition for green growth (2015)

Brief description:

The legislation for energy transition for green growth (2015) set up the prohibition of non-
compostable plastic bags for 2017 and progressively extended recycling to all plastic
packaging by 2022.

Name:

The legislation for Reclaiming biodiversity, nature and landscapes law (2016)

Brief description:

The legislation for Reclaiming biodiversity, nature and landscapes law (2016) has set up a
ban for microbeads in cosmetics for 2018 and a ban for cotton-buds in 2020.

Name:

The legislation for trade relations balance in the agricultural sector and healthy and
sustainable diet (EGAlim, 2018)

Brief description:

The legislation for trade relations balance in the agricultural sector and healthy and
sustainable diet (EGAIlim, 2018) has planned a ban on plastic stirrers and straws in 2020,
and a ban of food containers in collective catering for 2025.

Name:
The legislation against waste and for a circular economy (2020)

Brief description:

The legislation against waste and for a circular economy (2020) has defined a goal of zero
single-use plastic by 2040, with targets for deposits, recycling and reuse. This law is notably
based on the principle of extended producer responsibility, according to which producers are
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responsible for financing or organizing the prevention management and clean-up of waste
from their products.

Name:

A3RO0O Decree for reduction, reuse and r e203cl i ng ¢
period

Brief description:

This executive decree has been adopted in April 2021 in the context of the legislation
against waste and for a circular economy, it defines 3R objectives for single-use plastic
packaging for the period 2021-2025 which are: reduce, reuse and recycle.

Indicators

Examples of targets for the legislation against waste and for circular economy:

5% of reused packaging by 2023

10% of reused packaging by 2027

50% less single use plastic bottles by 2030

100% recycled plastic by 2025

20% reduction target for single-use plastic packaging (expressed as tonnages of
incorporated plastic / reference year 2018) by 31st December 2025, taking into
account that at least 50% of this target must be achieved through the reuse of
packaging

77% of plastic bottles collected by 2025.

Targets for marine litter reduction:

A threshold has been defined at the EU level and it sets a target for good environmental
status of a maximum of 20 litter items for 100 meters of beaches.

At OSPAR: OSPAR contracting parties set the aim to reduce single-use plastics (SUP) and
marine related items by 50% by 2025 and 75% by 2030. Another indicator analyses the
plastic particles present in fulmar stomachs with the aim of finding no more than 0.1 g of
plastics in stomach of less than 10% of fulmars. 2 other indicators concern marine litter on
seafloor and the ingestion of litter by sea turtle. (France also applies the indicators of the
Barcelona convention which are relatively the same as at OSPAR).

In the framework of the Marine Framework Directive environmental objectives have been
defined with as target a decrease in the amount of litter found in the marine environment.
Concerning the reduction of the input and presence of land-based litter found at sea and on
the coastline, the indicator is the quantities of litter of terrestrial origin most represented on
the seabed and on the coastline. Relatively to the reduction of the input and the presence of
litter at sea from maritime activities, uses and facilities, the indicators are the quantities of
the most represented litter from the main maritime activities on the coastline and on the
seabed and the quantity of wastes collected in fishing ports from maritime fishing activities.
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6.6.2. Measures and Achievements

Please choose one to indicate whether your country implements

the following

measures
Introduce Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Yes No
Reduce single-use plastic (shopping bags, straws etc.) by| ves No
regulations or voluntary measures

Steps taken/ to be taken towards restricting microplastics in personal| yes No
care products

Improve waste management recycling system Yes No
Are there any human-centric, collective efforts/ actions/ practices for| ves No
sustainable MPL management

Conduct clean-up activities in rivers/ wetlands/ beaches/ coasts/| ves No
coral reefs/ sea floor, involving local communities involving local
communities

Taken/to be taken National Level Action and/or Community Level| ves No
Action on Clean sea initiatives including ghost net retrieval, ocean-

bound plastics etc.

Created/creating a value Chain opportunity for abandoned, lost and| ves No
discarded fishing gear (ALDFG)

Financial incentives for fishers to promote the collection of end-of-life| ves No
fishing gears

Encourage/ Incentivize action by private sector companies t0| vyves No
reduce/ sustainably manage their plastic waste (e.g., Fishing Gear)

through  policies/ regulations (e.g., Extended Producer
Responsibility)

Do you have/are you building/ are you promoting technology based| ves No
plastic waste re-use, recycling and recovery opportunities

Install capturing trap/filter on drainage/river Yes No
Promote innovative solutions (e.g., upcycling fishing equipment,| ves No
Creating plastic circular economy etc.)

Boost multi-stakeholder involvement and awareness-raising Yes No
Share scientific information and knowledge: R&D and monitoring Yes No
Participate in international cooperation through international| ves No
Organisations, multi-national groups, etc.

Support target region by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects: South, Central and Southeast Asia

Support target region by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects: Africa
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Support target region by your international cooperation| vyes No
initiatives/projects: Latin America

Prevention and reduction of plastic waste generation

Levy of charges/ taxes for single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)

Yes

Names of actions:

reinforcement of extended producer responsibility schemes and development new ones

Targeted products:

plastic packaging, plastic bottles, containers, expanded polystyrene, ...

Brief description:

The legislation against waste and for a circular economy creates 11 new EPR schemes and
extend existing ones (straws, expanded polystyrene boxes, plastic confettis, etc.);

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Ban on use of single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)

Yes

Names of actions:

progressive ban of some single use plastic products

Targeted products:

Plastic bags, plastic packaging, plastic bottles, cups, cutlery, plates, containers, expanded
polystyrene, ...

Brief description:

The legislation for energy transition for green growth (2015) sets up the prohibition of non-
compostable plastic bags since 2017;

The legislation against waste and for a circular economy progressively forbids the sale and
use of certain plastic items, it forbids the single-use plastic items listed in the European
directive as well as cotton-bud and microbeads;

From January 2021: ban on straws (except in medical settings), cutlery, stirrers, EPS food
containers (for take-away and ready-to-eat food), EPS bottles, plastic-coated paper plates,
balloon sticks (except for industrial or professional uses), steak skewers, confetti; ban on the
free distribution of water in plastic bottles in establishments receiving members of the public;

From January 2022 : ban on plastic packaging for fruit and vegetables except for packages
weighing 1.5kg or more; on plastic teabags; on the free distribution of plastic toys (such as
by fast-food chains); ban on public procurement of single-use plastics for use in government
buildings except where required for health or safety;

From January 2023: disposable tableware is banned in restaurants serving more than 20
covers at a time, for everything that is consumed on the premises: meals are now served on
washable and reusable tableware.
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Numerical data, if any:

Plastic bags have been forbidden and are less found in the environment.

We cannot deduce any trends as to the presence of single-use items general in the
environment yet. However, in 2020, single-use plastic items represented 19% of the litter
collected during national beach litter monitoring with a median of de 77 SUP/100meter. In
2021, the median was of 37 SUP/100m, representing 23% of the litter found on the French
coastline. In 2022, the SUP median was 32 SUP/100m, representing 18% of the litter found
on the French coastline.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Actions for encouraging sustainable / circular product design

Yes

Names of actions:

roadmap for circular economy

Brief description:

Establishment of a roadmap for circular economy (100% of plastics to be recycled in 2025,
with targets for a better collection of plastics, targets for a better recyclability of plastic
products, etc.), and a study of a nation-wide deposit system for plastic bottles and other
beverage containers

Introduction of a definition of bulk selling in the national legislation and creation of an
obligation for shops with a surface area of more than 400 meters to make reusable
containers available to consumers;

Definition of standard ranges of reusable packaging for the catering sector, as well as for
fresh products and drinks;

Allocation of at least 5% of the annual packaging extended producer responsibility
Organisation contribution to the development of solutions for the reuse of packaging
(implementation in 2022);

Modulation of the financial contributions paid by producers to EPR Organisations according
to environmental performance criteria, including the possibility of reuse;

Improvement of consumer information on the possibilities of re-use (implementation in
2022).

Mult i pl e studies have been ordered to research ce
and alternatives to single-use pl asti c packagingo or iDevel op
framework for comparative LCA of alternativesto single-u s e pl asti ¢ packagingo

Numerical data, if any:
A study from ADEME noted that :

iSince 2013, the bulk retail sector has experi e
products market consumer goods market. From a turnover of 100 million euros excluding tax
in 2013, the sector has grown to 1.2 billion euros in 2019, a 12-fold increase in 6 years. The
franchised network of bulk grocery stores Day by Day forecasts a turnover of 3.2 billion
excluding VAT in 2027 and 8,000 points of sale i

We have seen a positive improvement
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Regulations on microplastics

Yes

Names of actions:

Brief description:

The law of February 10 2020 relative to the fight against waste and the economy circular
foresee that sites producing, handling or using plastic pellets, and transport of pellets be
endowed of equipment and procedures to prevent the loss and leaks granules of plastics
industrial that represent a part microplastics susceptible to be found in the environment.

It also foresees setting the implementation of regular inspections by independent-certified
Organisations, the first audit reports will be published this year (Decree n°2021-461 of 16
April 2021 relative to the prevention of losses of granules of industrial plastics in the
environment)

France contributes to European negotiations to prevent microplastics in products (REACH
regulation)

To prepare potential regulation and actions, France is studying methodologies for monitoring
microplastics in rivers, sewage and beach sediments.

Comments:
We have not assessed yet the impact of these actions.

Preliminary results obtained during the monitoring of microlitter on the French coastline
indicated that more that 30% of microplastics with a size 1-5mm found in 2022 are pre-
production pellets. Preliminary results obtained during the monitoring of microlitter (2015-
2020) on surface on the French Submarine Regions indicated no descrease of quantity of
microplastics (300 um-1000 um)

No particular change observed

Government actions on microplastics

Yes

Names of actions:

Microfiber filter on washing machines

Brief description:

As of January 2025, all new washing machines in France will have to include a microfiber
filter to stop synthetic clothes from polluting our waterways.

No particular change observed

Community actions on microplastics including individual and wider stakeholder
involvement (e.g. businesses, coastal community etc.)

No
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Environmentally sound waste management

Enforcement of proper waste management system

Yes

Names of actions:

Brief description:

Simplify the sorting process for citizens and extend it to all types of household plastics: Since
January 1, 2020, 35 million of French can dispose of all packaging and paper, without
exception, in the recycling bin. The integrality of the population should be concerned by the
end of 2022;

Communication through medias on sorting;
Experiment deposit schemes;

Decision to create a new EPR Organisation for industrial and commercial packaging before
2025, including packaging from the HORECA sector (Decree No. 2023-162 of 7 March 2023
on packaging waste and establishing the extended producer responsibility channel for
packaging used to market products consumed or used by professionals involved in catering
activities)

The legislation against waste and for a circular economy dictates that the terms of reference
of the EPR Organisations should include targets for reducing the amount of packaging
placed on the market, particularly single-use plastic packaging. Failure to reach these
targets is sanctioned (implementation in 2023)

Numerical data, if any:
Total post-consumer plastic waste generation: 3,7Mt
Total of post-consumer plastics collected for recycling : 1,3 Mt.
The rest is either incinerated or disposed of in landfill.
Source : ADEME, Le recyclage en France : | 6essenti el 2019, 2019.

For plastic packaqing, the latest figures are the following:

total amount of post-consumer plastic packaging waste : 2,2Mt
recycling rate (2020): 21,4%
recovery rate 65% (including recycling)

No particular change observed

Prevention of littering, illegal dumping and unintentional leakage of waste into the
ocean

Yes

Names of actions:

Brief description:

On-land actions:
0 Elaborate recommendations for municipalities in order to fight illegal dumping;

o0 Provide municipalities good practices and a national guide to fight litter and
monitor landfills along the coastline;
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o Identify solutions for the substitution of expanded polystyrene and support
fishermen toward these solutions;

o0 Prevent the leakage of preproduction plastic pellets into the environment through
an involvement of the industries;

0 The national plan for the reduction of former coastal landfills was launched in
February 2022 with a 030 mill i oesefbrmerd
sites subject to marine hazards. After an inventory, 12 sites should be
rehabilitated as part of this action.

Actions on rivers and waste and rain water:

0 Integrate objectives concerning marine litter in inland waters planning documents;

o Launch actions to prevent the leaks of plastic filtering sieves from water treatment
plants into the environment

Actions on the seashore and at sea

o Implement the collection and recycling of fishing gears and aquaculture waste in
link with the European directive (exemple of projects: GHOSTMED, RECUPMED,
etc.);

0 Projects are funded to tackle plastic pollution in the oversea territories;

o Encourage and develop passive fishing for litter actions and actions to improve
waste reception and management in ports, in accordance with the EU directive
2019/883;

o lncrease the number of ports joining

o Provide fishermen and mussel farmers good practices to prevent waste from net
cuttings and from mussel farming

No particular change observed

Cleanup of marine plastic litter

Collection of scattered waste on beach

Yes

Names of actions:

Brief description:

Support clean-up campaign organized by NGOs on beaches and along the coastlines;

Launch of the citizen science platform on marine litter to identify the clean-up actions taking
place

Numerical data, if any:

The platform gathers 355 Organisations, 600 events were recorded in 2021 via the platform,
with the participation of 18,775 people. These events resulted in the collection of 883 m3 of
litter, i.e. more than 65 tons of litter.

NGOs are financially supported each year.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Removal of plastic litter from the ocean

Yes
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Names of actions:

France is leading fishing for litter.

Brief description:

Fishing for litter consist of the retrieval by fishermen of litter collected accidentally during
fishing operations. Progressively, France is transposing the directive 2019/883 of 17/04/19
on port reception facilities for the deposit of ship waste which ask countries to report the
guantity of waste accidently fished.

Numerical data, if any:

Through the sampling of 4 ports, in 2021, fishing for litter would represent 166 m3 of waste
per year (based on the collection of 47 trawls)

(Source: Reseaclons 2022)

The call for projects to tackle plastic pollution in the oversea territories has granted a total of
266 548 euros granted for projects that contribute to litter retrieval before and in the coastal
environment.

In addition, in 2022, nearly 250 fishing vessels from 16 ports conducted fishing for litter
actions. These actions led to the removal of more than 270 cubic meter of litter from the
ocean.

No particular change observed

Promotion of innovative solutions

Policy actions for encouraging plastic alternatives (e.g. biodegradable plastics,
circular product design 1 including use of recycled materials or closed-loop
recycling)

Yes

Brief description:

definition of standard ranges of reusable packaging for the catering sector, as well as for
fresh produce and drinks

Since January 2023, packaging producers have been required to market a minimum
proportion of reused packaging annually in France, i.e. 5% in 2023 and 10% in 2027 (Decree
no. 2022-507 of April 8, 2022 relating to the minimum proportion of reused packaging to be
placed on the market each year)

No particular change observed

Public-private partnerships for creating and implementing innovative solution

Yes

Names of actions:

Brief description:

Identifying new fishing gears that intend to prevent impacts in the marine
environment.
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In 2020, the Ministry of ecological transition launched the basis for an Accelerating Strategy
ifiRecyclability, recycling and reincorporation of
private sector. The strategy targets plastic as a priority material.

The ADEME has planned to launch a study in 2021 to characterise the sources of
recoverable waste in France and to identify and analyse the most promising chemical
recycling methods for treating these sources

No particular change observed

Education and awareness raising

Education system and/or curriculum for encouraging public awareness on MPL
issues

Yes

If yes, give a brief description of your efforts related to education:

In 2020, the Ministry has | aunched the ABeaches
authorities. This chart is composed of 3 categories of actions and public awareness is one of

them. Raising awareness through education is a commitment that local authorities are to

implement. Multiple educational actions are already taking place.

Creation of educative marine protected areas and Organisation of collection of marine litter.

Financing Organisations to propose workshops for fishing for litter actors including fishermen
and students of training Organisations in the sea trades

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL 1 National

Yes

Names of actions:

Brief description:
Actions on the seashore and at sea;

o Implementation of awareness raising actions to the benefit of fishing and
aquaculture activities;

O raise awareness of amateur boaters through
Awareness raising actions

0 put in place a citizen science platform on marine litter to identify the clean-up
actions that take place, monitor the data and share best practices;

0 develop awareness raising and actions to inform citizens of the pollution, its
impacts and the good practices to have.

Multi-stakeholder involvement

o regular consultation of stakeholders involved in marine litter issues (NGOs,
experts, agencies...) through annual meetings.

o implement voluntary commitments of NGOs, major retailers and brand owners
(through the ANati paak adiacgo)ononpl mrsevent i
(elimination of harmful or unnecessary plastic packaging and improved recycled
content) accompanied by a monitoring system with pertinent features
(transparency, independence, auditable).
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We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL T Local

Yes

Names of actions:

Brief description:

Support the associations that launch awareness raising actions and clean-ups;
Actions with fishermen, ports, collectivities, youth, etc.

Development of marine educational area: a small coastal maritime area, managed in a
participatory way by the students and teachers of an elementary school, following principles
defined by a charter

fiBeaches wit hout inpnkwaith lodal@uthoritiest er 6 chart

indications at the entrance of beaches and signs "here begins the sea" next to certain
sewers

raise awareness among shopkeepers, sports clubs, owner of tourist establishments,
etc.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL - International/Regional

Yes

Names of actions:

Actions under OSPAR convention

Brief description:

In the context of the ICG-ML, the working group dedicated to marine litter, the OSPAR
Secretariat has developed a communication kit on the actions led by the Contracting Parties
in the implementation of the Marine Litter Regional Action Plan. This kit also aims at raising
awareness on the work implemented through OSPAR and on the impact on marine litter.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Monitoring & Scientific research on marine plastic litter

Actions for encouraging monitoring / scientific research on plastic flows and ocean
surface microplastics

Yes

Names of actions:

The Ministry of Ecology partners up with national agencies and research centers (such as
ADEME, IFREMER and CEDRE) to lead scientific research on marine litter

Brief description:

Actions on rivers and waste and rain water
o quantify the litter carried though rivers;
0 quantify litter carried through waste water;
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o0 identify the areas where litter accumulates in rivers;

0 identify the actions/tools to prevent or recover litter in rivers and waste and rain
water and experiment them;

0 evaluate the discharge of litter by rain water and elaborate strategies for action;
o define a common methodology to monitor riverine litter and microplastic pollution.
Actions on the seashore and at sea

o monitor litter and microplastics on beach sediments and at sea and in biota
(fulmars and turtles);

o0 determine the areas where litter accumulates at sea and on the coastline and the
possibility of actions;

o0 identify and put in place actions to improve litter collection in ports in link with the
European directive.

guantification of marine litter/ microplastics in seafloor sediments
measuring the impact of microplastics from WWTPs
develop models for marine litter / microplastics transport at sea

development of an indicator of ingestion of litter by sea turtles and
implementation of its monitoring

0 develop and define a common methodology to monitor microplastic pollution in
sediment and biota.

Research
o federate and give better voice to the scientific community;

o launch studies on plastic alternatives that do not impact health and the
environment;

o launch studies on the recycling of plastics that have been at sea

The citizen science platform on marine litter allow research centers to dispose of local datas
thanks to the categorization made by collectors.

o O O O

Numerical data if any:

The platform gathers 355 Organisations, 600 events were recorded in 2021 via the platform,
with the participation of 18,775 people. These events resulted in the collection of 883 m3 of
waste, i.e. more than 65 tons of waste.

About the inputs of rivers, a study (LEESU, 2021) indicated that the dynamic probabilistic
approach would provide the most reliable results with estimates of flows from the Seine to
the sea of between 100 and 200 t/year.

About the inputs of wastewater, a study (CEREMA, 2020) estimated the flow of macro-waste
discharged from wastewater treatment systems in the metropolitan area to be between
2,000 and 9,000 tons of dry matter per year.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Engagement in international/regional level actions for encouraging monitoring /
scientific research on plastic flows and ocean surface microplastics

Yes
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Names of actions:

Brief description:

Participation in regional sea conventions for knowledge and best practices sharing and
implementation of action plans;

Participation in international fora, negotiations and guidelines: JRC, UNEP, IMO, UN World
Ocean Assessment Il, GESAMP, European Technical Group on Marine Litter, Basel
convention, OSPAR convention, Barcelona Convention, etc.;

Organisation of a workshop to identify the different methodologies to monitor riverine
macroplastic pollution in the OSPAR area (regional sea convention);

Promote international cooperation among European willing member states for the exchange
of best practice and as an advocacy towards the European Commission to implement
facilitating measures (AEuropean Plastics

Participation in research projects to improve and standardize methods for sampling and
extracting of floating microplastics (JPI Ocean: Andromeda
(https://lwww.andromedaproject.net/)

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

6.6.3. Challenges

Check the challenges that your country has faced:

Recycling system improvement

Proper waste management system (including lack of local capacity)
Data collection related to waste in general

Data collection related to marine plastic litter

Lack of awareness among citizens, business, local governments

Nuance:

A progression in the awareness can be observed. According to the ADEME annual
barometer "French and the environment" 2021, a third of French people rank waste among
the two most worrying environmental problems, behind global warming and the degradation
of biodiversity.

Lack of financial incentives for waste treatment in general
Lack of financial incentives for technology development

Nuance:

The strategy France 2030 plans to fund 300 million euros to the plastic recycling industry
(action: strengthen investment in the recycling chain and incorporation of plastics).

Project delays due to COVID-19
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Others (Please specify here:)

6.6.4. Best Practices

National level

The prohibition of single-use plastic items (which are most found in the marine environment)
is a good way to develop alternatives, to avoid plastic litter by tackling the pollution at source
and to provide citizens with a safer choice of products and develop new habits of
consumption. It is also very coherent with a better use of resources and the implementation
of a circular economy.

(b)A citizen science platform is very useful to give a clear idea of all the clean-ups that occur
and of the quantity (and qualification) of litter collected. Such a platform is a way to share the
good guidelines to conduct clean-ups (to preserve biodiversity and the nesting of birds, etc.)
and to communicate on this issue and on actions and link the population who wants to get
involved to the NGOs already in place.

(c) The Ministry is developing the national char
municipalities are invited to sign this charter in order to implement 15 concrete actions of

awareness raising, clean-up and prevention of marine litter on their beaches. It is useful to

shed a light on good practices, improve communication between municipalities and realize

an annual evaluation of the actions.

The extended producer responsibility schemes allows to finance the collection and recycling
of certain waste. They can be particularly relevant when certain wastes are most found
whose collection can be difficult to put in place (for instance: cigarette buds).

The 2020 legislation against waste and for a circular economy creates a re-use observatory
that will be responsible for assessing the relevance of reuse solutions from an environmental
and economic point of view, for defining the national trajectory aiming at increasing the share
of reused packaging on the market in relation to single-use packaging. It will also be in
charge of supporting, in coordination with eco-Organisations, experiments and the
deployment of the resources needed to achieve the objectives defined in the terms of
reference.

Local level
An efficient waste management and fight against littering (fine)

Awareness raising: since 2017, some municipalities have been implementing awareness-
raising campaigns through the installation of "Here begins the sea" signs near sewer drains,
in order to encourage citizens to dispose of their waste in the appropriate facilities and thus
prevent litter.

Municipalities have put in place nets to prevent litter from reaching the sea and rivers.

Within the framework of the government's Recovery Plan, more than 200 million euros have
been earmarked for the plastics sector over the period 2020-2022 to support companies and
local authorities in their efforts to reuse and recycle (ORPLAST is one of them).

Private sector

Devel opment of links with the indestci plackagt ai
allows a commitment from the companies and the implementation of recycling, reusing and
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reducing plastic packaging targets. Moreover, an exceptional financial support scheme for
the sale of recycled materials (to compensate the difference between the price of recycled
materials and virgin material so has been
enabling 60 projects to be supported. In 2021, the ADEME has also launched the ORPLAST
project, a financial scheme aiming at increasing the incorporation of plastic recycling raw
materials by plastic manufacturers as a substitute for virgin material by supporting
feasibility/test studies and investments

The Clean Sweep Operation is an international program for the actors of the plastic industry,
and designed to prevent the loss of plastic pellets in the aquatic environment. It provides
companies a guide with good practices to follow.

International cooperation
Participation to meetings and working groups (UN, G7, G20, RSC, EU, etc)

France organized in 2017 and 2019 a workshop to share results and methodologies of
existing projects analyzing riverine plastic pollution. Harmonized methodologies are needed
for a long-term plastic pollution monitoring in rivers and should help assess measures
efficiency. The outputs of this workshop was an exchange of knowledge, improved relations
between researchers and NGOs running riverine litter monitoring projects and a first draft
summarizing advantages and disadvantages of every method discussed during the
workshop.

6.6.5. References and Reading Links
Anti waste law for a circular economy
https://www.ecologie.gouv.fr/loi-anti-gaspillage-economie-circulaire

https://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/sites/default/files/anti-
waste_law_in_the_daily_lives_of french_people.pdf

6.6.6. Contact Details: (Please specify name and email address)

Mr. Lucas LEPERLIER - lucas.leperlier@developpement-durable.gouv.fr
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6.7.

Germany

Key Highlights

the German Resource Efficiency
Programme (ProgRess) in
February 2012

MSFD Programme of Measures
(PoM)

Acti on Pl an
Wegwer fgesell sc

The German national ecolabel
ABl ue Angel 0 i s
on criteria for artificial grass
pitches without microplastic
releasing infill.

The AReducti on
present in the marine

environment o [
German Programme of
Measures under the MSFD
(Measure UZ5-07)

Runder Tisch Meeresmill (RTM,
www.muell-im-meer.de)

Amendment of the Packaging
Act

Legal Frameworks :
Kreislaufwirtschaftsgesetz (KrwWG)
Wasserhaushaltsgesetz (WHG)

Hohe-See-Einbringungsgesetz
(HSEG)

6.7.1. Policy and Frameworks

Yes

If yes, state the name of your action plan or strategy with a brief description here:
Name:
German Resource Efficiency Program Il (ProgRess IlI)

MSFD Programme of Measures (PoM)
Action Plan ANein zur Wegwerfgesellschafto

Brief description:

ProgRess llI:

With the adoption of the German Resource Efficiency Programme (ProgRess) in February
2012, Germany was among the first countries to determine targets, guiding principles and
approaches to the conservation of natural resources. The German government is obligated
to submit a report to the Bundestag on developments in resource efficiency in Germany
every four years and to update the programme. The first update report, ProgRess I, was
adopted by the Federal Cabinet on 2 March 2016, the second, ProgRess Ill, on 17 June
2020. ProgRess Il includes measure 78:

Al nitiating an international c onyvepladticwaste f or pr ot

The German government, together with other ambitious countries, is striving to initiate an
international convention on protecting the worl
entering our oceans is currently a major environmental problem and puts an enormous strain
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on natural resources that endangers organisms, marine ecosystems and human health, for
example through microplastics which can be absorbed by eating fish. At the fourth session of
the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA 4), the proposal for an international
convention for protecting the oceans from plastic waste was met with widespread support.
However, a mandate has not yet been issued. Together with like-minded countries, the
German government will draw up an agenda for further steps to enhance cooperation on the
prevention of plastic waste. An important intermediate target is to achieve a consensus at
UNEA 5 on a mandate to develop a legally binding

MSFD PoM:

The Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD, 2008/56/EC) aims at achieving or
maintaining a Good Environmental Status in European Marine Waters. Descriptor 10 in
Annex | demands, that marine litter should not harm the marine environment. To achieve this
goal, a monitoring of litter in the different marine compartments has been set up and 11
measures have been adopted to tackle the relevant sea- and land-based sources.

Action Plan

At the end of 2018, the German Federal Environment Ministry presented its 5-point plan for
less plastic and more recycling. The goal: Out of the throwaway society. With the 5-point
plan, the BMU has initiated important steps toward less superfluous packaging, fewer
products to throw away, less waste, and more recycling. From currently more and more
waste to less and less waste. The following priorities are important:

Avoiding superfluous products and packaging - and banning them if necessary. This applies,
for example, to disposable products, but also to deliberately used microplastics in cosmetics.

Make packaging more environmentally friendly, strengthen reusable packaging.
Promote environmentally friendly product design.
Close material cycles through intelligent and high-quality recycling.

Reducing input of plastic litter into the environment

National Action Plan

Yes

If yes, state the name of your action plan or strategy with a brief description here:
Name:
German Resource Efficiency Program Ill (ProgRess IIl)

MSFD Programme of Measures (PoM)
Action Plan ANein zur Wegwerfgesellschafto

Brief description:

ProgRess llI:

With the adoption of the German Resource Efficiency Programme (ProgRess) in February
2012, Germany was among the first countries to determine targets, guiding principles and
approaches to the conservation of natural resources. The German government is obligated
to submit a report to the Bundestag on developments in resource efficiency in Germany
every four years and to update the programme. The first update report, ProgRess I, was
adopted by the Federal Cabinet on 2 March 2016, the second, ProgRess Ill, on 17 June
2020. ProgRess lll includes measure 78:
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Ailnitiating an international convention for prot

The German government, together with other ambitious countries, is striving to initiate an

international conve nt i on on protecting the worl dbés oceans
entering our oceans is currently a major environmental problem and puts an enormous strain

on natural resources that endangers organisms, marine ecosystems and human health, for

example through microplastics which can be absorbed by eating fish. At the fourth session of

the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA 4), the proposal for an international

convention for protecting the oceans from plastic waste was met with widespread support.

However, a mandate has not yet been issued. Together with like-minded countries, the

German government will draw up an agenda for further steps to enhance cooperation on the

prevention of plastic waste. An important intermediate target is to achieve a consensus at

UNEA 5 on a mandate to develop a legally binding

MSFD PoM:

The Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD, 2008/56/EC) aims at achieving or
maintaining a Good Environmental Status in European Marine Waters. Descriptor 10 in
Annex | demands, that marine litter should not harm the marine environment. To achieve this
goal, a monitoring of litter in the different marine compartments has been set up and 11
measures have been adopted to tackle the relevant sea- and land-based sources.

Action Plan

At the end of 2018, the German Federal Environment Ministry presented its 5-point plan for
less plastic and more recycling. The goal: Out of the throwaway society. With the 5-point
plan, the BMU has initiated important steps toward less superfluous packaging, fewer
products to throw away, less waste, and more recycling. From currently more and more
waste to less and less waste. The following priorities are important:

Avoiding superfluous products and packaging - and banning them if necessary. This applies,
for example, to disposable products, but also to deliberately used microplastics in cosmetics.

Make packaging more environmentally friendly, strengthen reusable packaging.
Promote environmentally friendly product design.
Close material cycles through intelligent and high-quality recycling.

Reducing input of plastic litter into the environment

Legal Framework

Yes

f yes, l'ist your countryds | egislation includin
Name:

Kreislaufwirtschaftsgesetz (KrwG)
Wasserhaushaltsgesetz (WHG)
Hohe-See-Einbringungsgesetz (HSEG)

Indicators

Yes

If yes, list your indicators here:
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Acc. to EU MSFD and regional provisions (OSPAR, HELCOM): Beach litter, litter on the
seafloor and plastic particles in the stomachs of seabirds (Northern fulmars are
common/core indicators

Please choose one to indicate whether yvour country implements the following
measures

Introduce Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Yes No

Reduce single-use plastic (shopping bags, straws etc.) by| yes No
regulations or voluntary measures

Steps taken/ to be taken towards restricting microplastics in personal| ves No
care products

Improve waste management recycling system Yes No

Are there any human-centric, collective efforts/ actions/ practices for| ves No
sustainable MPL management

Conduct clean-up activities in rivers/ wetlands/ beaches/ coasts/| ves No
coral reefs/ sea floor, involving local communities involving local
communities

Taken/to be taken National Level Action and/or Community Level| yvas No
Action on Clean sea initiatives including ghost net retrieval, ocean-
bound plastics etc.

Created/creating a value Chain opportunity for abandoned, lost and| ves No
discarded fishing gear (ALDFG)

Financial incentives for fishers to promote the collection of end-of-life| yves No
fishing gears

Encourage/ Incentivize action by private sector companies to reduce/| yves No
sustainably manage their plastic waste (e.g., Fishing Gear) through
policies/ regulations (e.g., Extended Producer Responsibility)

Do you have/are you building/ are you promoting technology based| yves No
plastic waste re-use, recycling and recovery opportunities

Install capturing trap/filter on drainage/river Yes No

Promote innovative solutions (e.g., upcycling fishing equipment,| ves No
Creating plastic circular economy etc.)

Boost multi-stakeholder involvement and awareness-raising Yes No

Share scientific information and knowledge: R&D and monitoring Yes No

Participate in international cooperation through international| yves No
Organisations, multi-national groups, etc.

Target region supported by your international cooperation| yes No
initiatives/projects:

Southeast Asia
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Target region supported by your international cooperation| yas No
initiatives/projects:

Africa

Target region supported by your international cooperation| yves No
initiatives/projects:

Latin America

Levy of charges/ taxes for single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)

No

Ban on use of single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)
Yes

Names of actions:

Amendment of the Packaging Act

Targeted products:

plastic bags with a thickness between 15- 50 micrometers

Brief description:

Since 1.1.2022 the use of plastic bags with a thickness between 15- 50 micrometers is

forbidden by law.
Actions for encouraging sustainable / circular product design
Yes

Names of actions:
Amendment of the Packaging Act
Brief description:

- A mandatory minimum use of recyclates for certain single-use plastic beverage bottles from
2025

- an obligation to offer reusable packaging alternatives for single-use plastic food packaging
and single-use beverage cups since 2023

- An extension of the compulsory deposit to almost all single-use plastic beverage bottles
and all beverage cans since 2022

Regulations on microplastics

No

Government actions on microplastics

No

Community actions on microplastics including individual and wider stakeholder
involvement (e.g. businesses, coastal community etc.)

No
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Others (please specify)

The Germannat i onal ecol abel AiBl ue Angel 06 is currentl
pitches without microplastic releasing infill. The criteria will be of special interest for green
public procurement of cities / communes.

Environmentally sound waste management

Enforcement of proper waste management system

No

Prevention of littering, illegal dumping and unintentional leakage of waste into the
ocean

No

Are linkages between marine litter and blue economy being studied by your country?
Has your country taken any policy/ legal measures to address these linkages?

No

Others (Please specify)

Cleanup of marine plastic litter

Collection of scattered waste on beach
Yes

Names of actions:

The fAReduction of l itter alreadypapaftaes@rmian i n t he
Programme of Measures under the MSFD (Measure UZ5-07)

Brief description:
See also

https://www.muell-im-meer.de/ergebnisse/hinweise-zur-durchfuehrung-von-
kuestennahen-umweltgerechten-muellsammelaktionen-best

Removal of plastic litter from the ocean
Yes

Names of actions:

The fAReduction of l'itter already pafthes@mman i n t he
Programme of Measures under the MSFD (Measure UZ5-07)

Brief description:

There are various initiatives for installing technique in order to remove plastics from the
ocean. The Fishing for Litter initiative is widely implemented in German harbors and some
others also passed the pilot phase, e.g. the seabins, the Seekuh or removal campains by
divers of derelict fishing gear.

Others
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Promotion of innovative solutions

Policy actions for encouraging plastic alternatives (e.g. biodegradable plastics,
circular product design i1 including use of recycled materials or closed-loop
recycling)

Yes

Names of actions:

-Criteria for A R-gouw toddlard bevgragesdéDB)Zt  10) 0 of
nati onal ecol abel ABl ue Angel 0.

- Amendment of the Packaging Act
Brief description:

- A mandatory minimum use of recyclates for certain single-use plastic beverage bottles from
2025. The ecol abel 6s aim for reusable cup
cups and to strengthen environmentally friendly reusable cup systems. The criteria include
requirements for the cups themselves as well as for the suppliers.

- an obligation to offer reusable packaging alternatives for single-use plastic food packaging
and single-use beverage cups

Public-private partnerships for creating and implementing innovative solution

No

Others

Education and awareness raising

Education system and/or curriculum for encouraging public awareness on MPL
issues

Yes

If yes, give a brief description of your efforts related to education:

The Al ncl usi on of the topic of mari ne I
Programme of Measures under the MSFD (Measure UZ5-01). An education program to
reach out to different age classes and professionals who work in the marine environment
has been developed and disseminated. Education material is available from various
initiatives initiated by public authorities and NGOs.

See also: www.muell-im-meer.de
Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL i National
Yes

Names of actions:
Runder Tisch Meeresmill (RTM, www.muell-im-meer.de)

Brief description:

The ARunder Ti swiaw.mbbd-inrmees.de) Had beeen 6et up to operationalize
the national MSDF PoM. Around 130 stakeholders from different sectors are involved. It also
serves as a great network to spread e.g. initiatives for awareness raising.
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Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL T Local
Yes

Names of actions:
One measure of the MSFD reg0@r ds fiLocal provision
Brief description:

The RTM has produces two guidances for municipalities on best practice examples to
prevent plastic waste and on legal options to tackle marine litter. In addition DE is partner in
the Interreg-project CAPonLITTER,. In this context an Action Plan has been developed
which major cities/municipalities are currently signing up to.

See also:
https://www.muell-im-

meer.de/Kommunen-Regelungsmoeglichkeiten
https://www.muell-im-meer.de/Kommunen-Best-Practice

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL - International/Regional
Yes

Names of actions:

Within Grant Programme fAMarine: DeFraG"
OSPAR/HELCOM Regional Action Plans on Marine Litter

Brief description:

The German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Nuclear Safety and

Consumer (BMUV) is supporting the engagement of the German government with its Grant

Programme agai nst Marine Litter 16 Regionalhes dboadithes Fr am
gl obed (Marine: DeFRAG). The main goal of the Gr
at the source.

See https://www.z-u-g.org/en/responsibilities-and-tasks/grant-programme-against-marine-
litter/

Both Regional Sea Conventions for the Protection of the North-East-Atlantic (OSPAR) and
the Baltic Sea (HELCOM) have Regional Action Plans in place which address the relevant
sea- and land-based sources for Marine Litter as well as awareness raising and removal. DE
is leading on a number of actions.

Others

Monitoring & Scientific research on marine plastic litter

Actions for encouraging monitoring / scientific research on plastic flows and ocean
surface microplastics

Yes

Names of actions:

R&D projects to test monitoring methods for litter in the different marine compartments and
biota

Brief description:
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Meso litter on beaches

Floating litter (ship and airborne)

Remote sensing

Lost angling gear

Secondary microplastics in marine mammals
Microplastics in fish

Entanglement in sea bird breeding colonies

Engagement in international/regional level actions for encouraging monitoring /
scientific research on plastic flows and ocean surface microplastics

No

Recycling system improvement

Proper waste management system (including lack of local capacity)
Data collection related to waste in general

Data collection related to marine plastic litter

Lack of awareness among citizens, business, local governments
Lack of financial incentives for waste treatment in general

Lack of financial incentives for technology development

Project delays due to COVID-19

National level
Local level
Private sector

International cooperation

6.7.2. Measures and Achievements

6.7.3. Challenges

6.7.4. Best Practices
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6.7.5. References and Reading Links

6.7.6. Contact Detalils: (Please specify name and email address)
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6.8. === India

Key Highlights

The National Marine Litter Policy of Cleanup of marine plastic litter
India and Plastic Waste
Management Rules

The Plastic Waste Management Community participation and Public-
(Amendment) Rules, private partnerships in plastic waste
- Extended Producer management

Responsibility (EPR) on plastic Education and awareness-raising on

packaging Lifestyle for the Environment (LIiFE)
- Ban on identified single-use

plastic items
Policy to promote innovative Monitoring and Scientific research
solutions for eco-alternatives to on marine plastic litter

single-use plastic

BIS natification on "Classification for International collaboration on marine
cosmetic raw materials and adjuncts litter assessment and management

National Policy on Marine Fisheries,
2017

Ghost Gear Upcycling

6.8.1. Policy and Frameworks

National Action Plan

X In preparation

Please provide the name of your action plan or strategy with a brief description here:

Name:
National Marine Litter Policy of India and Plastic Waste Management Rules

Brief description:

Steps towards the formulation of a national marine litter policy have been initiated by the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC), Ministry of Earth Sciences
(MoES), Ministry of Science & Technology, and Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and
Dairying (MoFAH&D). The MoFAH&D has established a National Task Force for preparation

of National Action Plan identifying the actions to be implemented in the coming years.
Studies have been undertaken to identify the source to sink of litter, especially the plastic
waste that flows into Indiads coast and ocean
framing a national marine litter policy with the objective of ocean cleanup, which is in line
with UNEP' sasCa@daigndn Se
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The National Marine Litter Policy aims to:

-track and monitor litter in riverine, coast al
- Monitoring of Marine Litter though remote sen
- develop circular economargamleuttionerf om prewsgr

- i mpl ement extended producer responsibility

plastics with the participation of the privat
other stakehol der s, as wel | as infor mal wast e

- impl ement management and mitigation measures

litter for clean and healthy oceans,

- engage in the devel opment of sustead mladb el
certification of beaches to minimize beach
- reduce namdblca he sea based marine plastic |
shipping and fisheries sectors in India

Several studies have been undertaken to map the marine litter, which is important to the
policy framework. Further, the policy promotes economic, ecological, and public health,
driving innovation and technology, capacity building and supporting international
cooperation, which are critical components of a sustainable blue economy. Further, several
national workshops have been conducted and envisaged involving scientists from different
research institutions, stakeholders, policymakers, industry experts, and academic experts to
prepare a roadmap for formulating the National Marine Litter Policy and evolve best
practices for management of marine litter.

Plastic Waste Management Rules

9 Land based sources of unmanaged and littered plastic waste are major contributors to
marine plastic litter. The strategy adopted by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, Government of India for reducing land based sources of unmanaged
and littered plastic waste, has the following two pillars:

9 Ban on single use plastic items, which have high littering potential and low utility, and
thus cannot be collected, and

1 Implementation extended producer responsibility on plastic packaging

The following steps have been taken by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change, Government of India:

A country-wide ban has been imposed on identified single use plastic items from 1st July
2022. The ban was notified on 12th August 2021. There is also a ban imposed on light
weight plastic carry bags in order to have better collection and reuse. The Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change notified the Guidelines on Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) for plastic packaging vide Plastic Waste Management (Amendment)
Rules, 2022, on 16th February 2022. The Guidelines stipulate mandatory targets on EPR,
recycling of plastic packaging waste, reuse of rigid plastic packaging and use of recycled
plastic content. The guidelines provide for moving towards sustainable plastic packaging and
reducing the plastic foot print. The implementation of ban on identified single use plastic
items coupled with extended producer responsibility on plastic packaging will reduce
pollution caused by littered and unmanaged plastic waste. The | mpl ement ati on
plastic wakkagbgead t o

reduction in tered and unmanaged plastic
promote <circu

it
I ar
promote devel apmemtmhaocfi vesawt o plastics

219

economy of plastic packaging



G20 Report on Actions against Marine Plastic Litter (5th Ed.): Further Information

devel opment of newnlWusi ness model s,
move towards sustainable plastic packaging

The EPR framework under Plastic Waste RAaNn&8§Gement

registered Producer s, |l mportelrati aeadEBRanadr @e&n eo
3mil Il ion tonmneso.unTldhre2redd faree ed pl asti c waste proc
the EPR framewor k.

The implementation of ban iocn iitdeemmst i ¢ 0 wp!l esd nwil tet
producer responsibility on plastic packaging wi

unmanaged plastic waste.

Legal Framework

X Yes

Pl ease | ist your countryds | egislation including

1) The Environment (Protection) Act (1986)

Brief description:

The Environment (Protection) Act was enacted in 1986 with the objective of providing for the
protection and improvement of the environment (which includes water, air, land, human
beings, other living creatures, plants, microorganisms, and properties) and for matters
connected therewith. The act was last amended in 1991.

In order to reduce the land based sources of unmanaged and littered plastic waste following
rules have been notified:

2) Solid Wastes Management Rules, 2016

Brief description:

The Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016, are based upon the principles of circular
economy the focus of the rules is processing of solid waste including plastic waste. The
Rules mandate specific role and responsibilities of stakeholders including local authorities.
The criteria for sanitary landfill sites and solid waste processing facilities including pollution
control measures are specified.

3) Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016

Brief description:

The Goea@atnmf l ndi a noti fied t he Pl astic Wast e
suppression of the wearlier Pl astic Waste (Mana
salient features of the PWM Rul es, 2016 ar e:

These rul es ar e applicabl eLotcal e Beordy, Wag taean Eam
| mporter, Producer and Brand Owner.

Carry bag ma

de of virgin or recycled plastic,
prohibited. Th

e priowwosi apploifcabhliecckhessarry b
compostabl e Ipyiasg ilcS/ lc®@p 17088.
Waste Generators including institutional gener
to lIitter the plastic wast e, segregate waste
user fee as prescribed by ULoBn.and spot fine ir
Producer, | mporter and Brand Owner shall fulf
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per Guidelines for EPR on plastic packaging.

Encour age urseec yocfl amfbdne pl astic waste for road ¢
waste topomodcensiem@nitnkil ns etc.

Centr al Pollution Control Board/ St at e Pol | ut
Committees along with Urban Devel opment Depar
the authorities for enf orcement of ttineg ptroovi

registration, manufacture and-lwyerefl phakaipt
processing and disposal of plastic wastes.

Ur ban Devel opment of the State or a Union Terr
the rural area of Terhrei tSdrayt earog taheUna wtnhor i ty

provisions of PWM Rul es.

4) The Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) Rules, 2021
Brief description:

The Amendment 'Mhugusted2 ®dhl 1llkans identified singl
have hiegrhi nlgi tpot enti al and 1w | yt i210i2t2y. Wihteh aerfefn

prohibits manufacture, i mport, stocking, di stri|
single use plastic items:
Ear buds with plastic snsckp|lapliastftagsj ckan
cream sticks, polystyrene [ Thermocol] for decc
Pl at es, cups, gl asses, cutlery such as forks,
packing films around sweet boxes, iansvtiitcata ron
PVC banners | ess than 100 micron, stirrers.
The notification also prohibits manufacture, i n
plastic carry bags havi ngfitvhei crhinerssn sl ewist ht hafnf ¢
September 282ilng ankdi dkness |l ess than thickness
microns with efDecemberom 2Mmh22vBolFemt pkeastinoncarr
shall not be less than 6Be@SMmbierh 20fR2flect from t

5) The Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) Rules, 2022
Brief description:

Guidelines on Extended Producer Responsib
Wast e Management (Amendment) Rules, TRO® 2 E,

PRon

Guidelines provide a frameaewdr mahageemenitr ohmephtalt
introduced in the mar ket by Producers, | mporters
i n order t o reduce environment al pol l ution cal
packaging wast e and nhbeaandg i mproprogectthe qu e
environimeet EPR guidelines stipulate the foll owi
| mporter and brand owners dealing with plastic p

-extended producer responsibility,

-recycling of plasbiltepgpaekaginadegr wkPRe

-reuse of rigid plastic packaging and

-use of recycled plastic content in plastic g
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The EPR Guidelines prescribes role and responsi
owner s, Pl astic wast e processoBsar d3tPeotld u tPiod nh 1
Committees and Centr al Pollution Control Board.
for ful fill ment of EPR obligations. The provis

PI BOs and Pl astic Waste oPrboeceens snoadse.( PWPs) has al

Indicators
X Yes

Please list your indicators here:
The indicators for reduction in land based sources of unmanaged and littered plastic waste

Plastic waste processing

Plastic packaging covered under EPR for a particular year
Plastic Packaging waste recycled/processed in a particular year
Reuse of rigid plastic packaging

Use of recycled plastic content

Enforcement of ban on identified single use plastic items

6.8.2. Measures and Achievements

Please choose one to indicate whether yvour country implements the following
measures

Introduce Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Yes No

Reduce single-use plastic (shopping bags, straws etc.) by regulations| ves No
or voluntary measures

Steps taken/ to be taken towards restricting microplastics in personal| ves No
care products

Improve waste management recycling system Yes No

Are there any human-centric, collective efforts/ actions/ practices for| ves No
sustainable MPL management

Conduct clean-up activities in rivers/ wetlands/ beaches/ coasts/ coral| ves No
reefs/ sea floor, involving local communities involving local
communities

Taken/ to be taken National Level Action and/or Community Level| ves No
Action on Clean sea initiatives including ghost net retrieval, ocean-
bound plastics etc.

Created/creating a value Chain opportunity for abandoned, lost and| ves No
discarded fishing gear (ALDFG)

Financial incentives for fishers to promote the collection of end-of-life| vas No
fishing gears
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Encourage/ Incentivize action by private sector companies to reduce/| ves No
sustainably manage their plastic waste (e.g., Fishing Gear) through
policies/ regulations (e.g., Extended Producer Responsibility)

Do you have/are you building/ are you promoting technology based| ves No
plastic waste re-use, recycling and recovery opportunities

Install capturing trap/filter on dral ves No
nage/river

Promote innovative solutions (e.g., upcycling fishing equipment, Yes No
Creating plastic circular economy etc.)

Boost multi-stakeholder involvement and awareness-raising Yes No

Share scientific information and knowle| ves No
ge: R&D and monitoring

Participate in international cooperation through international| ves No
Organisations, multi-national groups, etc.

Support  target region by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects: South, Central and S
utheast Asia

Support  target region by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects: Africa

Support  target region by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects: Latin America

Prevention and reduction of plastic waste generation

Levy of charges/ taxes for single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)

X No

Ban on use of single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)
X Yes

Names of actions:

Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) Rules, 2021

Targeted products:

9 Ear buds with plastic sticks, plastic sticks for balloons, plastic flags, candy sticks, ice-
cream sticks, polystyrene [Thermocol] for decoration;

91 Plates, cups, glasses, cutlery such as forks, spoons, knives, straw, trays, wrapping or
packing films around sweet boxes, invitation cards, and cigarette packets, plastic or
PVC banners less than 100 micron, stirrers.

The notification also prohibits manufacture, import, stocking, distribution, sale and use of
plastic carry bags having thickness less than seventy-five microns with effect from 30th
September 2021, and having thickness less than thickness of one hundred and twenty
microns with effect from the 31st December, 2022. Further, non-woven plastic carry bags
shall not be leass than 60 GSM with effect from the 30™ September 2021
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Directions have been issued under Section 5 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 to
the following:

9 Plastic raw material manufacturers should stop supplying plastic raw materials for the
manufacture of banned single-use plastic items.

1 SPCBs/PCCs were directed to revoke / modify consent / registration issued to banned
SUP producers.
9 State Urban Development Department has been directed to take necessary action for

the implementation of the SUP ban. Separately, customs authorities have been asked
to stop the import of banned SUP items.

The following online platforms are in operation for effective monitoring of the ban on
identified single-use plastic items and plastic waste management in the country: (a) National
Dashboard for monitoring of comprehensive action plan implementation, (b) CPCB
Monitoring Module for Compliance on Elimination of Single-Use-Plastic, and (c) CPCB
Grievance Redressal App.

X We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Actions for encouraging sustainable / circular product design

X Yes

Names of actions:

Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) Rules, 2022 i Guidelines for Extended Producer
Responsibility on Plastic Packaging and

Brief description:

Guidelines for Extended Producer Responsibility on Plastic Packaging

The mandatory targets for reuse of rigid plastic packaging and use of recycled plastic
content in packaging and steps to be taken towards sustainable plastic packaging
encourage sustainable / circular product design and reduction in plastic footprint.
Regulations on microplastics

X In preparation

Names of requlations:

BIS notification on
ACl assificati on for cosmetic raw materi al

generally not recogni sed as saf e f-biodegadable i n

polymeric microbeads in the banned list.

Brief description:

Ban on the use of non-biodegradable polymeric in personal care products from 2020

Environmentally sound waste management

Enforcement of proper waste management system
X Yes

Names of actions:

1. Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016; Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016; and
Life Style for Environment (LiFE)
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Enforcment of Rules is done by State Pollution Control Board/Pollution Control Committee
and Central Pollution Controll Board

X We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Prevention of littering, illegal dumping, and unintentional leakage of waste into the
ocean
X Yes

Names of actions:

Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016 and Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016 and

Lifestyle for the Environment

Brief description:

Littering by waste generators is prohibited as per Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016
and Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016

Lifestyle for the Environment" (the "LIFE Movement"). This initiative encourages a lifestyle
that focuses on mindful and deliberate utilization of resources and aims to change the
present 'use and dispose of' consumption habits.

A successful amalgamation of this global initiative with beach cleaning, environmental
awareness, and a plastic-free life needs collective effort and robust action by the Pro-Planet
People.

Segregated waste disposal.

Reduced single-use plastic

Beach and river cleaning initiatives.

Installation of trash booms at rivers and tidal creeks.

In public places PET bottle recycling machines are installed.

Patrolling along the beaches to prevent littering and illegal dumping of waste.

Abandoned, lost, or otherwise discarded fishing gear (ALDFG) recycling facility at fishing
harbours to recycle plastic waste collected by fishermen to produce a new material used for
road surfacing.

= =4 4 4 -4 =4

X We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Are linkages between marine litter and blue economy being studied by your country?
Has your country taken any policy/ legal measures to address these linkages?

X Yes

1 Clean Seas Program

MoEShas joined the United Nations on the ACI ean
for estimating and reducing Marine Litter/Plastic in the oceans, which is also a part of
SDG 14.

1 National Marine Litter Policy

The NML Policy which is under development, entails development of beaches for eco-
tourism, with a preference for clean beaches and 'zero waste' approaches.

1 Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY)
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Brief description: Blue revolution involves sustainable and responsible development of
the fisheries sector. As a part of Swatch Bharat Abhiyan, support under PMMSY support
prevention of pollution of oceans and seas and protection of their ecology (swachh
sagar).

National Action Plan on Marine Plastic Litter from Sea based sources

The NAP on Marine Plastic litter which is under development aims to prevent,
reduce and control the SBMPL in the country, especially in the shipping and
fisheries sectors in India.

National Policy on Marine Fisheries, 2017

Ensure the health and ecological integrity of the marinel i vi ng r esour ces
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) through sustainable harvests for the benefit of
present and future generations of the nation.

The policy highlights marine environment and pollution issues including
microplastics and ghost nets. The policy supports regulatory mechanisms to
control pollutants from land and sea-based sources which can be effectively
controlled.

X We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Cleanup of marine plastic litter

Collection of scattered waste on beach

X Yes

1

Swachh Sagar, Surakshit Sagar/Clean Coast, Safe Seas

A 75-day citizen-led initiative aimed at improving coastal and ocean health via
community action by Ministry of Earth Sciences and information compiled by National
Centre for Coastal Research. Beach cleaning activities were carried out simultaneously
along I ndiads entire coastline. The coast al
across the country, with 75 volunteers for every kilometer of coastline.

Swachh-Nirmal Tat Abhiyan

Brief description: It is a nationwide cleanliness-cum-awareness drive conducted at 50
identified beaches located in 10 coastal states/UTs of India.

Blue Flag certification

Brief description: Blue Flag certification is a globally recognized eco-label. In India,
presently, twelve beaches have been awarded the Blue Flag certification. The solid
waste management (SWM) system at Blue Flag Beach enables waste collection,
segregation, recycling and disposal. The efforts include managing the generated solid
waste in a scientific and holistic manner by installing composting and other
methodologies for transforming solid waste into useful commodities. In addition, regular
cleaning is carried out to remove small litter materials such as cigarette butts, plastic
wrappers, bags, glass, metal particles, etc. with the help of manual cleaning and
mechanical vehicles called surf rake.

X We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years
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Numerical data, if any:

Aimed to reduce about 1500 tonnes of plastic waste

Removal of plastic litter from the ocean

X Yes

Names of actions:

Swachh Sagar, Surakshit Sagar

Brief description:

Swachh Sagar, Surakshit Sagar/Clean Coast, Safe Sea Campaign, is a 75-day citizen-led
initiative, aimed at improving coastal and ocean health via community action. The goals of
the campaign include 1) Consume Responsibly; 2) Segregate waste at home and; 3)
Dispose Responsibly; which target transformation and environmental conservation through
behavior change.

Names of actions:

Swachhata Action Plan

Brief description:

Swachha Sagar Abhiyan is a clean ocean mission framework developed by the Ministry of
Earth Sciences and their subordinate research institutions, and studies are being conducted
to estimate the level of contamination and understand the effect of microplastics on biota.

Names of actions:

Coastal Clean Seas

Brief description:

India is a signatoryt o t he United Nationsé®é fACoast al
clean-up activities were planned in this campaign for the period of 2018-2022. During this
period, National Centre for Coastal Research in association with Indian Coast Guard, other
governmental and non-governmental research and educational Institutes cleaned more than
150 beaches. The campaign discovered that single-use plastics accounted for more than
half of all plastic waste. Single-use plastics are now prohibited in India as of July 1, 2022.

Names of actions:

Suchitwa Sagaram:

Brief description:

An initiative asking the fishermen to bring plastics back to the shore. Kerala fishermen now
fishing for plastic to clean up the seas.

X We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Numerical data, if any:

Aimed to reduce about 1500 tonnes of plastic waste
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Others

Promotion of innovative solutions

Policy actions for encouraging plastic alternatives (e.g. biodegradable plastics,
circular product design 1 including use of recycled materials or closed-loop
recycling)

X Yes

Names of actions:

Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMES)

Brief description:

Steps are also being taken to promote the manufacturing of alternatives to banned single-
use plastic items by bringing in technology and innovations, facilitating credit availability and
access, promoting availability and adoption of alternatives, and building capacities.

MoEFCC organized an India Plastic Challenge Hackathon in 2021 to develop eco-
alternatives.

Two startups in the area of alternatives to single use plastics were awarded.

A completely biodegradable alternative to thermocol from paddy straw waste (Parali) has
been developed. This innovation will use Parali and also replace thermocol.

Packaging material from seaweed has been developed as innovative alternative to single-
use plastics.

Governments have been taking initiatives to promote eco-alternatives to ban single-use
plastic items, in line with the Lifestyle for Environment (LiFE) mission.

National Expo on Eco-Alternatives to single use plastic and start up conference was held
2022 on 26™ and 27th September 2022 in Chennai. More than 150 manufacturers of eco-
alternatives from across the country participated in the Expo. The eco-alternatives included
material made from sea-weed, bagasse, rice and wheat bran, rice stubble, plant and
agricultural residue, banana and areca leaves, jute and cloth

Self-help groups have been mobilized in the states to stitch cloth bags, and in some cases,
cloth bag vending machines have been set up in marketplaces.

Others
Usage of plastic waste in road construction was initiated

Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) Lab DFRL has developed
biodegradable cutlery technology.

X We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Public-private partnerships for creating and implementing innovative solution

X Yes

Names of actions:

Ghost Gear Upcycling
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Brief description:

DSM Engineering Materials, a Pune-based company working on conve
collected from t he sea into surfboards Already 6000 t
converted, while presently 2000 tonnes of ghost nets are processed annually.

Greenwaves Environmental Solutions is collaborating with WWF India on the 'Ghost Gear
Upcycling' project. The project upcycles ghost nets into products like bracelets, pouches,
doormats, and pots. The concept of upcycling fish nets is aimed at reducing the impact of
marine pollution and providing alternative livelihoods for fisherwomen.

Numerical data, if any:
Presently about 2000 tonnes of ghost nets are processed annually.

Education and awareness raising

Education system and/or curriculum for encouraging public awareness on MPL
issues

X In preparation

Names of actions:

National Education Policy, 2020

Brief description:

In India, environmental education is mandated by the Supreme Court of India and overseen

by the National Council of Education Research and Training (NCERT). The National

Curriculum Framework, developed by NCERT, includes a "Protection of the Environment"

component that focuses on environmental education through human behaviour which is
directly rel ated t o manoés interaction wi t h t h
education in the studentds cur anced folwng gaod | teac
littering practices.

Names of actions:

Climate Literacy and Marine Litter Management (CLMLM)

Brief description:

It is an education and communication campaign. The campaign design provided space for
knowledge sharing and community dialogue with a view to developing insights for future
adaptation and livelihood action.

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL i National

X Yes

Names of actions:

Beach Environment & Aesthetic Management Service (BEAMS)

Brief description:

Under this program, various activities related to pollution abatement, beach awareness,
aesthetics, safety, surveillance service, and environmental education, etc., have been done
at identified beaches with the aim of achieving international standards for Blue Flag Beach
Certification.
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Names of actions:
Swachh Sagar, Surakshit Sagar/ Clean Coast, Safe Sea

Brief description:

A mobile app called AEco Mitramd was | aunched t
and to encourage voluntary registration for the beach cleaning activity. It is the first of its kind

and longest-running coastal cleanup campaign in the world, with the highest number of

people participating in it. Through this campaign, a mass behavioural change among the

masses is intended by raising awareness about how plastic usage is destroying our marine

i fe. A mobile app and dashboard named #ASS Sag
National Centre for Coastal Research for the beach litter data collection.

Names of actions:
Swachh-Nirmal Tat Abhiyan

Brief description:

It is a nation-wide cleanliness-cum-awareness drive conducted at 50 identified beaches
located in 10 coastal states/UTs of India.

X We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL i Local
X Yes

Names of actions:

Versova beach

Brief description:

The largest beach clean-up program joined by 1,000 volunteers, including local residents of
Versova, slum-dwellers, politicians, celebrities, and schoolchildren. Cleanup has been
carried out every Sunday for the past several years.

Names of actions:

Clean-up drive at Andaman and Nicobar Islands

Brief description:

Clean-up drives and public awareness campaigns were held on the major tourist beaches of
the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. The participants included multiple groups, such as
government, non-government and local groups, to engage in concerted beach clean-up
activities.

X We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years
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Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL - International/Regional
X Yes

Names of actions:
UNEP Tide Turndengebd Plastic Cha

Brief description:

The challenge is a global initiative to educate young people about plastic pollution. It is
developedbyt he Uni ted Nations Envi r cCleanseas Campamm
supported bythe UK Gover nment 6s Department of Envi

X We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Monitoring & Scientific research on marine plastic litter

Actions for encouraging monitoring / scientific research on plastic flows and ocean
surface microplastics

X Yes

Names of actions:

Research projects undertaken by various governmental Organisations

Brief description:

NCSCM conducted an extensive field assessment of marine litter and
microplastics along the Indian Coast and the oceanic islands.

NCCR continuously monitors the marine litter in beaches and oceans and
working with Cefas (UK), CSIRO (Australia), JAMSTEC (Japan) and Norway
towards the development of techniques for quantification of marine litter and
mitigation of marine plastic debris. A publication on research work has been
documented in Marine Pollution Bulletin, which clearly shows reduction in marine
litter after implementation of ban on single use plastics. Copy enclosed.

CSIR-NIO carried out research on microplastics in personal care products,
organic pollutants such as PAHs and POPs.

Researchers from various colleges, universities, and other research
Organisations have carried out scientific research on plastic flows and ocean
surface microplastics.

Fishery Survey of India (FSI), Govt. of India is conducting regular field
assessment of plastic litter including ghost nets at fishing grounds in the Indian
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). In addition, FSI is lead agency in International
Maritime Organistaion (IMO)-Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) Glolitter
partnership project.

Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR)- Central Marine Fisheries
Research Institute (CMFRI), is conducting studies on various aspects of marine
litter, abundance of marine litter in fishing grounds and beaches, developing litter
maps, assessing presence of microplastics in oceanic environment and in
biological systems

X We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years
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Engagement in international/regional level actions for encouraging monitoring /
scientific research on plastic flows and ocean surface microplastics

Others
X Yes

Names of actions:

Promotion of Countermeasures against Marine Plastic Litter in Southeast Asia and India

Brief description:

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) implemented a project funded by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA), and the Government of Japan in collaboration with local
partners such as line ministries, academia, and civil society, aimed to develop
countermeasures to reduce plastic waste in the regions of the Mekong basin, the Ganga
Basin and Mumbai by conducting surveys and outreach activities.

Names of actions:

Circular Economy Solutions Preventing Marine Litter in Ecosystems project (CES-ML)

Brief description:

The National Centre for Sustainable Coastal Management (NCSCM), Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC), Government of India in collaboration
with the GIZ, German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and
Nuclear Safety (BMU) is implementing a circular economy project to prevent marine litter in
three Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Uttar Pradesh. The project supports relevant regulatory
authorities, like the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) and State Pollution Control
Boards (SPCBs) in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Uttar Pradesh, in developing and using digital
technologies to quantify and track marine litter, monitor leakages in the selected
ecosystems, and work on implementing extended producer responsibility (EPR).

Names of actions:

2030 Roadmap for India-UK future relations

Brief description:

The Prime Ministers of the United Kingdom and India agreed on an ambitious framework for
UK-India partnerships finding innovative solutions to tackle plastic and marine pollution.

Names of actions:

Commonwealth Litter Programme (CLiP)

Brief description:

Under the Commonwealth Litter Programme (CLi P)
Fi sheries and Aquaculture Sciences (CEFAS) and
Research (NCCR) launched a pilot project to understand deteriorating seawater quality due

to marine litter. Under CLIiP, the UK has partnered with India for a longer term and

channeled its efforts to facilitate the creation of a strong scientific evidence base to bring out

I ndi ads Niaetlitter Stmategy.Ma r

Names of actions:
INOPOL
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Brief description:

The India-Norway cooperation project on capacity building for reducing plastic and chemical
pollution in India (INOPOL) is a part of the India-Norway Joint Marine Pollution Initiative and
involved partnerships of key Indian and Norwegian Organisations working in the
sustainability space to explore various dimensions of plastic and chemical pollution in India,
with particular focus on Gujarat, and to jointly develop a holistic action plan for its mitigation.
The project aims to implement the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants
by providing science-based knowledge and strengthening the local and regional capacity to
prevent and mitigate the environmental threat posed by plastic and chemical pollution.

Names of actions:

Indo-Pacific Ocean Initiative (IPOI)

Brief description:

The Prime minister of India has instigated the Indo-Pacific Ocean Initiative (IPOI) during the

14th East Asia Summit, 2019. Maritime Ecology is one of the seven pillars of IPOI and

I ndi ads Nati onal Centre for Coast al Research
Information Services are the identified partners of the pillar. The mitigation of marine debris

pollution is one of the focus areas of Maritime Ecology Pillar emphasizing on understanding

the magnitude of the plastic marine debris problem in the Indo-Pacific and utilization of

regional cooperation to highlight existing best practices, policies, technologies and
innovations from EAS countries.

X We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

6.8.3. Challenges

Check the challenges that your country has faced:

Recycling system improvement

Proper waste management system (including lack of local capacity)
Data collection related to waste in general

Data collection related to marine plastic litter

Lack of awareness among citizens, business, local governments
Lack of financial incentives for waste treatment in general

Lack of financial incentives for technology development

Project delays due to COVID-19

Others (Please specify here:

233



G20 Report on Actions against Marine Plastic Litter (5th Ed.): Further Information

6.8.4. Best Practices

National level

The Defense Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) Lab has developed a
technology for biodegradable cutlery. Biodegradable tableware (spoon, fork, spork, bowl,
khullad, plate, and teacup) can be used as an alternative to plastic tableware. DRDO &
Ecolastic Products Pvt. Ltd. (Hyderabad) have jointly developed technology to make
compostable plastics. This technology of starch-based compostable bags/films is being
commercialized, and it is competitive and meets the performance requirements of most
short-life applications.

National Institute of Ocean Technology (NIOT), Ministry of Earth Sciences, Government
of India, has developed plastic films using marine seaweed.

The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) has certified around 200 compostable plastic
manufacturers who are producing films, bags, cutlery items, straws, gloves, aprons,
thermoformed products, etc.

Swachch Sagar, Surakshit Sagar: The campaign by Ministry of Earth Sciences includes 75
volunteers, who have been allocated to clean the beaches at every km of the 7500 km long

Indian coastline. Thisisastept owards | ndiads commitment to prc
waters, and lands by 2030 in a phased manner.

Adoption of Lifestyle For Environment (LiFE)

The Hon'ble Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi, announced Mission LiFE, to bring

individual behaviours to the forefront of global climate action governed by a circular

economy, which would be defined by mindful and deliberate utilization. The mission plans to

create and nurture a gl obal PhrnewPeople," t@ gromoten di vi du
environmentally friendly lifestyles.

Local level

Vengurla model: Vengurla is a coastal town in India where a landfill was converted into a

waste management park called ASwachh Bharat Was
practiced waste segregation at the source and have currently achieved 95 % waste

segregation. A local body in the town earns Rs. 1.5 lakh/month from processing the

generated waste. The park now hosts a biogas plant, a briquette-making plant, a

segregation yard, and a plastic crusher unit. The municipal council has installed GPS on

solid waste collection vehicles to keep track o

100% door-to-door collection.

Versova Beach: In 2015, Versova was one of the dirtiest beaches in the world, but is now
pristine. This is due to the largest beach clean-up programme initiated by Afroz Shah and
later joined by 1,000 volunteers, including local residents of Versova, slum-dwellers,
politicians, celebrities, and school children. Cleanup has been carried out every Sunday for
the past several years, and about 5 million Kg of plastic waste have been removed.

Waste Management Agency of Goa has set up treatment plants for the processing of non-
biodegradable waste.

A Delhi based artist diverted 250 Kg of plastic from landfills and converted waste into art.
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Private sector

Private companies are working on the conversion
valuable products. A Pune-based company converts O0ghost net s
Vishakapattanam-based company makes products like bracelets, pouches, doormats, and

pots from them. The concept of upcycling fish nets reduces the impact of marine pollution

and also provides alternative livelihoods for fisherwomen.

An Indian-based company, in response to the plastic waste crisis, made edible seaweed
cups that come in various colours and flavours, from orange to green. The company also
produces edible food wrapping and single-use sachets, typically used for instant coffee or
food condiments.

International cooperation

India and United Kingdom have been collaborating under Commonwealth Litter
Programme (CLiP) on scientific endeavors to share knowledge, techniques and
improving understanding of marine plastic pollution.

India, Australia, and Singapore come together to address marine pollution with a
focus on plastic debris.

India and Norway to work jointly towards mitigating marine plastic litter and
microplastics; issue joint statement.

I ndia and Germany sign an agreementheon o6Ci
marine environmento

India and Japan have joined hands to fight plastic pollution through data
collection, advanced scientific research, and development, which will aid both
governments in rolling out helpful policies to address plastic pollution in our
waterways.

The Government of India through the Department of Fisheries (DoF), MoOFAH&D
is participating in the IMO-FAO GloLitter Partnership (GLP) Project as a Lead
Partnering Country (LPC) with the aim of prevention and reduction of Marine
Plastic Litter (MPL) and in particular, sea-based MPL (SBMPL) to reverse the
negative environmental impacts of plastic discard and loss. The project is funded
by the Government of Norway, represented by the Norwegian Agency for
Development Cooperation (NORAD) and implemented by the IMO in cooperation
with the FAO.

6.8.5. References and Reading Links

6.8.6. Contact Details: (Please specify name and email address)

1 Ms. Rajasree Ray
Economic Adviser, Sustainable Coastal Management Division (SCMD)
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
rajasree.r@nic.in

9 Dr. Satyendra Kumar
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Director, Hazardous Substances Management (HSM)
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
satyendra.kumarQ7@nic.in
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6.9. I I Italy

Key Highlights

Directive 2008/56/EC on Marine Clean up initiatives by national
litter NGOs: Legambiente, Marevivo,
Regional Plan on the Marine Litter WWF and others

Management in the Mediterranean UNEP-MAP Barcelona Convention
in the Framework of Article 15 on National programme Mo.Ri.net
the Land Based Sources Protocol (Monitoring, Census, Collection
DIRECTIVE 2019/904/EC on the and Recycling of Ghost Nets:
reduction of the impact of certain Fishermen as protagonists of sea
plastic products on the conservation). The programme
environment. D.Lgs 196/2021 was conducted by ISPRA, PolieCo,
Programme of measures according Siena University, Capo Carbonara
to Article 13 of the MSFD (2021) MPA and Asinara National Park.
National legislative measure: ban GESAMP  Working Group on
of microplastics in soaps, creams, seabased sources of marine litter.

toothpastes (2018)

ALife Bl ue Lakes:t
LIFE Programme (coordinated by
Legambiente)

6.9.1. Policy and Frameworks

National Action Plan

Name:

Implementation of the Directive 2008/56/EC on Marine litter and the Regional Plan on the
Marine Litter Management in the Mediterranean in the Framework of Article 15 on the Land
Based Sources Protocol.

Brief description:

According to the art. 11 of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive, every 6 years, Italy
plans and reports to the European Commission the assessment status of the marine
environment related to the Descriptor 10 (Marine litter). To do that, a National Monitoring
program on beach litter, floating litter, seafloor litter, microlitter, and litter ingested by biota is
developed in order to verify the marine good environmental status (GES) according to the
threshold values defined or trend assessment. To achieve the GES according to the art. 13
of the MSFD, programme of measures is defined. Moreover, Italy according to the
Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal Region of the
Mediterranean and its Protocols (Barcelona Convention) is implementing the updated
Regional Plan on the Marine Litter Management in the Mediterranean, amended, in Antalya
(Tirrkiye), 7-10 December 2021, during the 22™ Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties
to the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal Region of
the Mediterranean and its Protocols.
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Legal Framework

Yes

2015. National legislative measure to reduce the improper discarding of small and micro
waste (receipts, chewingum, tissues, cigarette butts, etc.) in the environment. In particular,
municipalities shall install special containers for the collection of cigarette butts in the streets,
in parks and high social gathering places. Tobacco producers shall implement information
campaigns, in collaboration with the Ministry of Environment, Land and Sea, with the aim to
raise consumer awareness about the harmful consequences for the environment resulting
from the littering of cigarette butts.

2018. National legislative measure: ban light and ultralight shopping plastic bags that are not
biodegradable and compostable.

2018. National legislative measure: ban of microplastics in soaps, creams, toothpastes.
2019. National legislative measure: ban of plastic cotton buds sticks

2020. Italy joined the European Plastic Pact (EPP)
(https://europeanplasticspact.org/signatories/)

2021. Transposition of DIRECTIVE 2019/904/EC on the reduction of the impact of certain
plastic products on the environment. D.Lgs 196/2021.

2021. Transposition of DIRECTIVE 2019/883/EC on port reception facilities for the delivery
of waste from ships, amending Directive 2010/65/EU and repealing Directive 2000/59/EC.
D.Lgs 197/2021.

2021. Updated Programme of measures according to Article 13 of the MSFD:

Design and implementation of measures to improve the management of litter generated by
fishing and aquaculture activities, including discarded equipment, favoring, where possible,
its reuse, recycling and recovery.

Implementation of training and awareness measures to increase knowledge and promote the
education of the public and economic operators to prevent and combat marine litter.

Study, design and creation of a collection and disposal chain for litter collected accidentally
by fishermen: "Preparation of a regulatory tool for the implementation of a collection and
disposal chain for litter accidentally collected by fishermen, in implementation of Directive
883/2019".

Study, design and creation of a supply chain for fish boxes to facilitate the transition from the
use of disposable polystyrene boxes to washable and reusable ones.

Establishment of an inter-ministerial, multidisciplinary technical panel of experts on the
subject of sea floor litter that includes representatives of the competent ministries for DCF
and MSFD and national experts. The purpose of the technical panel is to contribute with its
expertise to the building of a thorough and multidisciplinary knowledge framework by
systematizing the information and data available in order to identify the most suitable
measures to combat the impacts of waste on the seafloor.

Measure concerning the application of the new Directive 904/2019 regarding the creation of
EPR (Extended Producer Responsibility) systems: preparation of a Ministerial Decree for the
creation of EPR systems for the products referred to Article 8 of Directive 904/2019 and of
Annex PART E section 1, as well as of mussel farming nets, for the correct management of
the end of life of fishing and aquaculture equipment.
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Evaluation of tools for the reduction of litter from river sources also through the use of
experimental sustainable prototypes for their interception.

Study, design and creation of the marine litter recycling chain.

Design and testing of experimental prototypes for the removal of microplastics by
wastewater treatment plants.

Identification and verification of functional tools for the geolocalization of fishing gears that
exert high negative impacts on ecosystems as a result of loss at sea (e.g. monofilament
gilinets and triplets; pots), also through the use of experimental prototypes).

In preparation

Pl ease | ist your countryds Il egislation including

Name:

Update of D.Lgs 197/2021 on port reception facilities for the delivery of waste from ships.
Brief description:

Collection of stakeholder remarks about national implementation.

Indicators

Please list your indicators here:
Definitions of ENVIRONMENTAL TARGETS (Target) pursuant to Ministerial Decree of
February 15, 2019, according to the implementation of the Directive 2008/56/EC.

T 10.1 Tends to decrease the number / quantity of marine litter present on the coasts, in the
surface layer of the water column, on the seabed and the rate of increase of marine litter and
micro-litter in the surface layer of the water column is reduced by reducing the introduction
and increasing the collection of marine litter at sea and on the coasts.

T 10.2 The trend in the amount of marine litter ingested by marine animals is decreasing.

T 10.3 Knowledge gaps on the origin, state, composition, dispersion and impact of litter at
sea are reduced through the increase of survey programs.

6.9.2. Measures and Achievements

Please choose one to indicate whether yvour country implements the following
measures

Introduce Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Yes No

Reduce single-use plastic (shopping bags, straws etc.) by regulations| ves No
or voluntary measures

Steps taken/ to be taken towards restricting microplastics in personal| ves No
care products

Improve waste management recycling system Yes No

Are there any human-centric, collective efforts/ actions/ practices for| ves No
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sustainable MPL management

Conduct clean-up activities in rivers/ wetlands/ beaches/ coasts/ coral| ves No
reefs/ sea floor, involving local communities involving local
communities

Taken/to be taken National Level Action and/or Community Level| ves No
Action on Clean sea initiatives including ghost net retrieval, ocean-
bound plastics etc.

Created/creating a value Chain opportunity for abandoned, lost and| ves No
discarded fishing gear (ALDFG)

Financial incentives for fishers to promote the collection of end-of-life| ves No
fishing gears

Encourage/ Incentivize action by private sector companies to reduce/| ves No
sustainably manage their plastic waste (e.g., Fishing Gear) through
policies/ regulations (e.g., Extended Producer Responsibility)

Do you have/are you building/ are you promoting technology based| ves No
plastic waste re-use, recycling and recovery opportunities

Install capturing trap/filter on drainage/river Yes No

Promote innovative solutions (e.g., upcycling fishing equipment,| ves No
Creating plastic circular economy etc.)

Boost multi-stakeholder involvement and awareness-raising Yes No

Share scientific information and knowledge: R&D and monitoring Yes No

Participate in international cooperation through international| ves No
Organisations, multi-national groups, etc.

Support  target region by your international cooperation| vyves No
initiatives/projects: South, Central and Southeast Asia

Support  target region by your international cooperation| vyves No
initiatives/projects: Africa

Support  target region by your international cooperation| vyves No
initiatives/projects: Latin America

Prevention and reduction of plastic waste generation

Levy of charges/ taxes for single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)

Yes

Names of actions:
Transposition of DIRECTIVE 2019/904/EC in Italian D.Lgs 196/2021.

Targeted products:

Single use plastic.
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Brief description:

The objectives of this Directive are to reduce the impact of certain plastic products and to
promote the transition to circular economy.

e.g. To introduce extended producer responsibility for fishing gear and their components
containing plastic to ensure separate collection of waste fishing gear and recycling.

Ban on use of single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)

Yes

2018. National legislative measure:

ban light and ultralight shopping plastic bags that are not biodegradable and compostable.

2019. National legislative measure:
ban of plastic cotton buds sticks

Actions for encouraging sustainable / circular product design
Programme of measures according to Article 13 of the MSFD (2021)
National Strategy for Circular Economy
MEC (Minimum Environmental Criteria)
Introduction of measures that incentivate the ecodesign of textile products in the EPR
italian system.

Brief description: |

Action 1

0 Study, design and creation of a supply chain for fish boxes to facilitate the
transition from the use of disposable polystyrene boxes to washable and reusable
ones.

0 Study, design and creation of the marine litter recycling chain.

0 Study, design and creation of a collection and disposal chain for litter collected
accidentally by fishermen: "Preparation of a regulatory tool for the implementation
of a collection and disposal chain for litter accidentally collected by fishermen, in
implementation of Directive 883/2019.

Action 2

Policy targets by 2035:

o the introduction of binding eco-design specifications.

0 promotion of eco-innovation as a tool of competitiveness e sustainability and
identification of tools to develop opportunities for eco-innovation in the context of
the circular economy;

o promotion of technologies and methodologies for the use and efficient product
management;

0 promotion of new business models that maximize the circularity of products (e.g.
models of product-as-a-service).

Action 3

0 MEC are defined for the environmental sustainability of consumption in the public
administration sector.

Action 4

o0 To eliminate dangerous components and substances also with reference to
microplastics released into the environment
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0 To reduce quality defects that lead the consumer to discard textile products

0 To use blended techniques of fibers and fabrics that promote adaptability to
multiple uses and repairability.

Regulations on microplastics

Yes

Brief

National legislative measure: ban of microplastics in soaps, creams, toothpastes
(2018).

Programme of measures according to Article 13 of the MSFD (2021).
description:

Regulation 1

On January 1, 2020, the ban on microplastics came into force. The law prohibits
Aipl aci ng on t oftcosmetic greducts withras exfoliating or cleansing
action containing mi cr opl ast finesstdo .the Jtdp eof
production.

Regulation 2

Design and testing of experimental prototypes for the removal of microplastics by
wastewater treatment plants.

Government actions on microplastics

Yes

Names of actions:

Design and testing of experimental prototypes for the removal of microplastics by
wastewater treatment plants.

Brief

description:

Programme of measures according to Article 13 of the MSFD (2021).

Community actions on microplastics including individual and wider stakeholder
involvement (e.g. businesses, coastal community etc.)

Yes

Names of actions:

penalt

ALife Blue Lakeso project under LIFE Programme (
Brief description:
The project aims to reduce the presence of microplastics in lItalian lakes, through

governance, training, information and awareness activities aimed at institutions,
stakeholders and citizens, in particular by developing solutions and promoting participatory
processes aimed at adopting good practices, in line with the European Strategy for Plastics
in the Circular Economy.

Environmentally sound waste management

Enforcement of proper waste management system

Yes
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Names of actions:

National Programme for Waste Management

Brief description:

The National Program for Waste Management is a tool that guides and supports regional
waste management planning to ensure compliance of planning criteria with the objectives of
EU legislation. It also aims to enforce the sustainability, efficiency, effectiveness and cost-
effectiveness of waste management systems throughout the national territory.

Targets:

To contribute to sustainable use of resources and reduce potential negative environmental
impacts of waste cycle;

Progressive rebalancing of socio-economic gaps in the waste management;

Strengthen the awareness and virtuous behavior of economic actors and citizens for waste
reduction and valorisation;

To promote a waste cycle management that contributes to the achievement of the objectives
of climate neutrality.

Prevention of littering, illegal dumping and unintentional leakage of waste into the
ocean

Yes

Names of actions:
D.Lgs 197/2021.

Brief description:

This law aims to protect the marine environment from the negative effects of waste
discharges from ships and to ensure the proper functioning of maritime traffic by improving
the availability and use of adequate port reception facilities for waste collection.

Cleanup of marine plastic litter

Collection of scattered waste on beach
Yes

Names of actions:

Clean up initiatives by national NGOs: Legambiente, Marevivo, WWF and others.

Brief description:

Initiatives with citizens to remove marine litter from beaches.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Removal of plastic litter from the ocean

Yes

Names of actions:

Initiative of the Ministry of the Environment and Energy Security to clean up the sea of
marine litter.
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National programme Mo.Ri.net (Monitoring, Census, Collection and Recycling of Ghost Nets:
Fishermen as protagonists of sea conservation). The programme was conducted by ISPRA,
PolieCo, Siena University, Capo Carbonara MPA and Asinara National Park.

Transposition of DIRECTIVE 2019/883/EC in Italian D.Lgs 197/2021.on port reception
facilities for the delivery of waste from ships.

Clean up initiatives by national NGOs: Legambiente, Marevivo, WWF and others.

Brief description:

The Castalia ships, specialized in the recovery of hydrocarbons, this year (2021) is
supporting the Ministry of the Ecological Transition to collect floating marine litter and in
particular plastic waste, both in protected marine areas and in areas in front of river mouths.
For this activity, the Ministry is also supported by Corepla, the National Consortium for the
collection, recycling and recovery of plastic packaging, for an experimental project for the
recycling of plastic material recovered from the sea fleet.

This programme aims at making a concrete contribution to solving the problem of floating
rubbish deposited on the seabed. The objective is to restore compromised marine habitats
through concrete waste removal actions (plastic waste and ALDFG), actively involving
fishermen and raising awareness on the issue through dissemination activities.

This Directive aims to protect the marine environment against the negative effects from
discharges of waste from ships, including fishing for litter, using ports located in the Union,
while ensuring the smooth operation of maritime traffic, by improving the availability and use
of adequate port reception facilities and the delivery of waste to those facilities.

Initiatives with diving centres to remove marine litter from the seabed.

Numerical data, if any:
Action 1.

First data from December 2020 to February 2022 of the action 1. focused on marine plastic
litter collected: 6.400 kg

Trend shows the highest presence of plastic wastes in the areas in front of the river months.
Awating for new data sets elaborations for the second part of 2022

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Promotion of innovative solutions

Policy actions for encouraging plastic alternatives (e.g. biodegradable plastics,
circular product design 1 including use of recycled materials or closed-loop
recycling)

Yes

Names of actions:

Programme of measures according to Article 13 of the MSFD (2021).
MEC (Minimum Environmental Criteria)
Tax credit for the purchase of recycled materials from separate waste collection

Brief description:

Action.1
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o Design and implementation of measures to improve the management of litter
generated by fishing and aquaculture activities, including discarded equipment,
favoring, where possible, its reuse, recycling and recovery.

0 Measure concerning the application of the new Directive 904/2019 regarding the
creation of EPR (Extended Producer Responsibility) systems: preparation of a
Ministerial Decree for the creation of EPR systems for the products referred to
Article 8 of Directive 904/2019 and of Annex PART E section 1, as well as of
mussel farming nets, for the correct management of the end of life of fishing and
aguaculture equipment.

Action.2

0o MEC setting a minimum quantity of recycled plastic for products are established
for the following areas: interior furniture, urban furniture, work footwear, building,
cultural events, public green space etc.

Action.3

o In order to increase the recycling of mixed plastics and aiming at reducing the
environmental impact of packaging, all companies that purchase products made
with materials deriving from the separate collection of plastic packaging can be
granted, for each of the years 2023 and 2024, a tax credit of 36 per cent of the
expenses incurred and documented for the aforementioned purchases.

Public-private partnerships for creating and implementing innovative solution
Yes

Names of actions:

Rivers anti-pollution barriers

Brief description:

Initiatives for the installation of collection devices positioned in the section of some rivers
(Po, Aniene and Tiber) to collect litter. The intercepted litter is collected by COREPLA a
private company for plastic recycling.

Education and awareness raising

Education system and/or curriculum for encouraging public awareness on MPL
issues

Yes

If yes, give a brief description of your efforts related to education:

ISPRA, the Italian National Institute for Environmental Protection and Research every year
organizes environmental education initiatives for sustainability, aimed at schools of all levels
(https://www.isprambiente.gov.it/it).

The Researchers' Night is an initiative promoted by the European Commission since 2005
that involves thousands of researchers and research institutions in all European countries
every year. The goal is to create opportunities for researchers and citizens to meet to spread
scientific culture and knowledge of the research professions in an informal and stimulating
context.

Scienzalnsieme to promote scientific dissemination. It offers to a wide audience the
opportunity to experience science in laboratories, in conferences, seminars, scientific cafes,
tours, exhibitions and during the numerous activities designed for children and families and
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the schools.Scienzalnsieme spreads information, news, videos on the main events and
initiatives in the scientific world https://www.scienzainsieme.it/

Ministry of Educati on: iRi generazione scuol ao
awareness and knowledge of problems associated with the consumption of disposable
plastic and at promoting sustainable lifestyles are planned for the school community.

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL i National

Yes

Names of actions:

Names of actions:

APl astic freed campaign promoted by Ministry of
actors (municipalities, universities etc.)

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL promoted by NGOs (Marevivo, WWF etc.)

Strategia nazionale per la lotta contro | 6in
combat plastic pollution) 7 in progress

Brief description:

1-2. Raise awareness about plastic pollution and promotion of virtuous behaviors and
sustainable use of resources. Promotion of reduction and progressive elimination of
disposable plastic.

3. This Strategy will include measures to encourage the adoption of responsible
behavior in the purchase of single-use plastic products and to provide consumers of
certain categories of single-use plastic products and fishing gear containing plastic
the following informations:

0 The availability of reusable alternatives, reuse systems and management options
for the aforementioned waste;

0 The impact on the environment, in particular the marine environment and inland
waters, of the dispersion or other inappropriate waste disposal of such single-use
plastic products and fishing gear containing plastic;

0 The environmental impact of bad practices, the percentage of plastic content in
certain products, as well as the impact of improper waste disposal methods of
these single-use plastic products on the sewage system, domestic gray water
discharges and road drains for rainwater;

o Disposal and management of biodegradable and compostable products.

Monitoring & Scientific research on marine plastic litter

Actions for encouraging monitoring / scientific research on plastic flows and ocean
surface microplastics

Yes

Names of actions:

Marine Strategy Framework Directive Article 11 Monitoring Programmes

Brief description:

Beach litter

0 Scope: Data collection on quantity, composition, trends and possible sources of
marine litter present on beaches.
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o Parameter: Number of objects per category on 100 m of beach.

0 Method: Monitoring of transects represented by a strip of beach of 100 m.
Counting and characterization of Items larger than 2.5 cm (longest side) including
cigarette bultts.

o Frequency: Twice a year
- From 01 February to 30 April (Spring)

- From 01 October to 31 December (Autumn).

Floating litter

0 Scope: Data collection on quantity, composition, and territorial distribution of
waste in the surface layer of the water column.

o Parameter: Numbers of items by category per square kilometre (km2) in the
surface layer of the water column.

0 Method: A visual census monitoring with a dedicated observer within a defined
strip along the entire path of the transect of a maximum of 5 m.

o0 Frequency:
- Coastal waters: six surveys a year, every two months.

- Offshore: three / five surveys per season for each transect.

Riverine inputs of litter entering the sea
0 Scope: Data collection on floating litter entering the sea.
0 Parameter:

- Within the same river, number of items (divided by category) / hour.

- In order to normalize the data with other rivers, the parameter becomes: number of
items (divided by category) / hour / meter 2

0 Method: Visual census of floating macro-litter larger than 2.5 cm to be carried out
on at least half the width of the river (the observation strip) and from a height not
exceeding 10 m.

- Frequency.
- Five monitors per season (20 monitors per year).

Seafloor litter

0 Scope: Data collection on spatial distribution, type and quantity of litter in the
seabed and the possible impact that it can cause to benthic organisms.

o Parameter.
- Number of items per category per km2
- Spatial distribution of litter on the bottom.
- Number of individuals of each species affected by litter.

o Method.

- Hard bottom: using ROVs along transects of known length, georeferenced high-
resolution image-data (photos / videos) will be acquired and analyzed.

- Soft bottom: MEDITS / SOLEMON samplings with trawl nets.

0 Frequency.
- Biennial for hard bottom.

247



G20 Report on Actions against Marine Plastic Litter (5th Ed.): Further Information

- Annual for soft bottom.

Microlitter

0 Scope: Evaluate the abundance and composition of microlitter, in particular
microplastics, present in the surface layer of the water column.

o Parameter: Number of micro particles per m2 by shape and colour.

o0 Met hod: Use of a fAimanta neto (330 Om
path, with a speed between 1 and 2 knots.

o0 Frequency.
- Coastal waters: twice a year.

- Offshore: once a year.

Marine litter ingested by Caretta caretta

0 Scope: Establish the quantity and composition of ingested marine litter on dead
specimens of Caretta caretta analyzing the gastrointestinal contents.

o Parameter.

- F0% =% of turtles that have ingested litter on the total number of stranded
specimens.

- (g) = amount of marine litter ingested in grams.

0 Method: The specimens of Caretta caretta are subjected to necropsy. The
analysis of littering C. caretta is carried out in the laboratory immediately after the
recovery of dead organisms.

o Frequency: Based on the findings of specimens stranded throughout the year.

Engagement in international/regional level actions for encouraging monitoring /
scientific research on plastic flows and ocean surface microplastics

Yes

Names of actions:

Marine Strategy Framework Directive
UNEP-MAP Barcelona Convention
GESAMP Working Group on seabased sources of marine litter.

Brief description:

Common Implementation StrategyThe Directive requires from Member States detailed and
coordinated input. In order to facilitate this work, Member States and the European
Commission have set up an informal programme of coordination, the Common
Implementation Strategy (CIS).

Implementation of the Ecosystem Approach (EcAp) in the Mediterranean by the Contracting
parties in the context of the Barcelona Convention for the Protection of the Marine
Environment and the Coastal region of the Mediterranean and its Protocols.

The GESAMP WG 23 is headed by FAO and IMO and cosponsored by UNEP. The overall
objective of WG 43 is to build a broader understanding of sea-based sources of marine litter,
in particular from shipping and fishing sectors, including the relative contribution of different
sources, analysis of plastic use and management within both industries and the range and
extent of impacts from sea-based sources of marine litter. The Working Group will also work
to build a more comprehensive understanding of specific types of sea-based sources of
marine litter, and to guide interventions on these sources based on identified priorities.
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| MO6s Marine Environment Protection Commi
address marine plastic litter from ships, which sets out the ambitions to reduce marine
plastic litter generated from, and retrieved by, fishing vessels; reduce shipping's contribution
to marine plastic litter; and improve the effectiveness of port reception and facilities and
treatment in reducing marine plastic litter

6.9.3. Challenges
Check the challenges that your country has faced:
Recycling system improvement
Proper waste management system (including lack of local capacity)
Data collection related to waste in general
Data collection related to marine plastic litter
Lack of awareness among citizens, business, local governments
Lack of financial incentives for waste treatment in general
Lack of financial incentives for technology development
Project delays due to COVID-19

Others (Please specify)

6.9.4. Best Practices

Local level

Plastic free islands

Pantelleria, Lipari, Ustica, Lampedusa, Linosa and other islands: disposable plastic
containers and tableware are banned.

Airr emi ti Pl ast ihad a5 rite generalsobjectived $hé improvement of waste
management on the islands and their reduction, favoring the use of innovative tools. The
project envisaged various activities carried out with the fundamental contribution of the
islanders, which were substantially implemented with two lines of activities related to the
fishing sector and domestic composting.

More info: https://www.isolesostenibili.it/tag/plasticfree/

International cooperation

PLASTIC BUSTER project

Financed by the ENI CBC Med Programme, Plastic Busters CAP kicked-off in January 2022
to consolidate and fully leverage the knowledge obtained by five key previous projects to
develop tailored-made capitalization actions in the north and the south of the region,
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ultimately aiming to support decision-makers and stakeholders in tackling marine litter issues
by integrating EbM (Ecosystem Based Management Approach) into ICZM (Integrated
Coastal Zone Management) planning towards good environmental status. Project activities
in Italy, Greece, Spain, Egypt, Tunisia, Lebanon, Jordan 7 implemented by a team of
universities, research institutes, environmental NGOs, national and local authorities, and
other civil society agents under the leadership of ITALY.

https://plasticbustersmpas.interreg-med.eu/

6.9.5. References and Reading Links

6.9.6. Contact Details: (Please specify name and email address)

Diana Corradi: corradi.diana@mase.gov.it

Marco Cionti: cionti.marco@mase.gov.it

Roberto Giangreco: giangreco.roberto@mase.qov.it

Cecilia Silvestri: cecilia.silvestri@isprambiente.it
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o
6.10. Japan

Key Highlights

National Action Plan for Marine Act on Promoting the Treatment of
Plastic Litter (formulated in 2019) Debris that Drift Ashore

Waste Management and Public Policy actions for encouraging
Cleansing Act plastic alternatives

Act on Promotion of Resource AGui delines for He
Circulation for Plastics Surface Microplastic Monitoring

Law Concerning Special Measures Me t h o(Fublished in 2019,

for Conservation of the revised in 2020)

Environment of the Seto Inland Sea Clean Ocean Material Alliance

Act on Promotion of Resource (CLOMA) UMIGOMI Zero Week

Circulation for Plastics

6.10.1. Policy and Frameworks

National Action Plan

Yes

Please provide the name of your action plan or strategy with a brief description here:

Name:
National Action Plan for Marine Plastic Litter (formulated in 2019)

Brief description:

In May 2019, théel@aNatfioonaarAntei ®d astic Littero
plan listed effective countermeasures to realize a world without additional pollution from

plastic in the following eight fields: 1) Sound waste management systems, 2) Prevention of

littering, illegal dumping and unintentional leakage of waste into the oceans, 3) Collection of

scattered waste on land, 4) Innovation in development of and conversion to alternative

materials, 5) Removal of plastic litter from the oceans, 6) Multi-stakeholder involvement and
awareness-raising, 7) Sharing scientific information and knowledge: R&D and Monitoring,

and 8) International cooperation.

Legal Framework

Yes

Please | ist your countryés |l egislation including

Name 1:
Waste Management and Public Cleansing Act
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Brief description:

Legislation to protect living environments and improve public health through waste
generation control and appropriate waste treatment. Under the Waste Management and
Public Cleansing Act, municipalities are obliged to formulate a basic waste management
plan. In accordance with the national policy, the plan formulated by municipalities is required
to show specific methods and target figures, S L
irecoveryegaudrceod from wast eo, and fireduction of
as Atarget values for cost efficiency of waste t

Name 2:
Act on the Promotion of Sorted Collection and Recycling of Containers and Packaging

Brief description:

The volume of containers and packages is how approximately 70% of the total municipal
solid waste. This Act was enforced in 1997 in order to promote efficient use of recycled
containers and packages generated and reduction of wastes by shifting those wastes into
recyclable resources.

Name 3:
Act on Promotion of Resource Circulation for Plastics

Brief description:

This Act, which came into force in 2022, involves all stakeholders, including municipalities,

businesses and consumer s, to promote A3R + Rene
from product design to waste disposal, of plastic products. This includes (i) the Guideline for

Design of Plasticcc ont ai ni ng Product s, (i) Ra-tontainmng | i zi ng
product so, and (iii) Accelerating sorted coll ec

manufacturers, retailers, and businesses.
Details can be found here:
https://www.gov-online.qgo.jp/eng/publicity/book/hlj/html|/202205/202205 09 en.html

Name 4:

Law Concerning Special Measures for Conservation of the Environment of the Seto Inland
Sea

Brief description:

In addition to the measures to remove and reduce marine plastic litter, revision was made
recently to clarify the importance of emissions reduction.

Indicators
Yes

Please list your indicators here:

ANati onal Acti on Pl an for Mari ne Pl astic Litt e
progress:

Amount of plastic waste generated, recycled, heat recovered, incinerated without energy
recovery, and landfilled
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Amount of land-based litter collected, illegal dumping, and scattered waste
Amount of marine litter collected by clean-up activities

Production capacity and amount of consumption of alternative materials such as marine
degradable plastics and paper

Increment of plastic waste generated, recycled, heat recovered, incinerated without energy
recovery, and landfilled, as a results of international cooperation

6.10.2. Measures and Achievements

Please choose one to indicate whether yvour country implements the following
measures

Introduce Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Yes No

Reduce single-use plastic (shopping bags, straws etc.) by regulations| ves No
or voluntary measures

Steps taken/ to be taken towards restricting microplastics in personal| vyes No
care products

Improve waste management recycling system Yes No

Are there any human-centric, collective efforts/ actions/ practices for| ves No
sustainable MPL management

Conduct clean-up activities in rivers/ wetlands/ beaches/ coasts/ coral| ves No
reefs/ sea floor, involving local communities involving local
communities

Taken/to be taken National Level Action and/or Community Level| ves No
Action on Clean sea initiatives including ghost net retrieval, ocean-
bound plastics etc.

Created/creating a value Chain opportunity for abandoned, lost and| ves No
discarded fishing gear (ALDFG)

Financial incentives for fishers to promote the collection of end-of-life| vas No
fishing gears

Encourage/ Incentivize action by private sector companies to reduce/| ves No
sustainably manage their plastic waste (e.g., Fishing Gear) through
policies/ regulations (e.g., Extended Producer Responsibility)

Do you have/are you building/ are you promoting technology based| ves No
plastic waste re-use, recycling and recovery opportunities

Install capturing trap/filter on drainage/river Yes No

Promote innovative solutions (e.g., upcycling fishing equipment,| ves No
Creating plastic circular economy etc.)

Boost multi-stakeholder involvement and awareness-raising Yes No
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Share scientific information and knowledge: R&D and monitoring Yes No

Participate in international cooperation through international| ves No
Organisations, multi-national groups, etc.

Support  target region by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects: South, Central and Southeast Asia

Support  target region by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects: Africa

Support  target region by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects: Latin America

Prevention and reduction of plastic waste generation

Levy of charges/ taxes for single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)

Yes

Names of actions:

Charge for plastic shopping bags
Reducingtheuseofis peci f i-eantpdiasitng product so

Targeted products:

Plastic shopping bags
Specified plastic products

Brief description:

From July 2020, retailers and service providers are implementing to charge for plastic
shopping bags.

From April 2022, retailers and service providers who provide 0
required to implement any initiatives (for exam
use / non-use of the products, giving consumers point rewards for not receiving the products,

charging for their use, or offering items made from alternative materials) to reduce the

amount of waste of the plastic products.

*refers to total of 12 plastic items: forks, spoons, table knives, stir sticks, straws; hairbrushes,
combs, razors, toothbrushes, shower caps; hangers and clothing covers.

Numerical data, if any:

Estimated amount of plastic bags for domestic distribution decreased to about 100,000 tons
in FY2021, from about 200,000 tons in FY2019.

(reference)
Encyclopedia on market share of packaging materials (2021)

(Japan Comprehensive Economic Research Center Co., Ltd)
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Rate of refusing plastic shopping bags in stores

Before introduction of charges | After introduction of charges

Convenience stores Approx 23% Approx 75%

Grocery stores Approx 57% Approx 80%

(Reference)

AEffect of introduction of charges to plastic
Japan)

20220128result.pdf (env.go.jp)

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Ban on use of single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)

No
Act on Promotion of Resource Circulation for Plastics demands retailers and service
providers who prov-cdet dispiecg fpeddpdé¢tasdico i mpl e
reduce the amount of waste of the plastic products. (See 3.1.1 for details)
No particular change observed
Actions for encouraging sustainable / circular product design
Yes
Names of actions:
Enforcement of environmentally friendly design under the Act on Promotion of Resource
Circulation for Plastics
Brief description:
The government publ i shed At hecoGutiadienliinnge Proord ulzd s

way to encourage designers and manufacturers of plastic-containing products to produce
environmentally friendly design. The Guideline prescribes using less plastic, reducing
excessive packaging, designing products that are easy to disassemble and separate, and
using recycled plastic and bio-based plastic.

Numerical data, if any:

Amount of waste plastics generated (slightly decreased compared to FY2019

FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2022

Plastics Generated (kt) |8,500 8,220 8,240 Under investigation

(reference)

"The status of production, disposal, recycling and treatment of plastic products" (Plastic
Waste Management Institute JAPAN)

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years
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Regulations on microplastics

Yes

Names of regulations:
Act on Promoting the Treatment of Debris that Drift Ashore

Brief description:

The Act defines basic principles for the measures required for the smooth treatment of
debris that drift ashore and the measures required for the control of its generation. In
particular, the act has a provision on microplastics (see below), which resulted in
countermeasures such as reduction of micro-beads contained in scrubs.

No particular change observed

i Ar t i-2:Inerdet tb control microplastics from flowing into sea areas, business entities
must endeavor to control the use of microplastics in products which will be released into
rivers and other public waterways or sea areas after using the products in an ordinary way,
and must endeavor to control the generation of wasteplast i cs . 0

https://www.japaneselawtranslation.go.jp/ja/laws/view/4233

Government actions on microplastics

Yes

Name of action 1:

Harmonization of ocean surface microplastics monitoring methodologies

Brief description:

Japan is taking the lead in harmonization of monitoring methods globally, which resulted in
publication of AGuidelines for Harinoonriiznign gMeQ cheoad
in 2019 (revised in 2020).

http://www.env.qgo.jp/en/water/marine litter/quidelines/quidelines.pdf

Name of action 2:

Compilation and sharing of ocean surface microplastics monitoring data

Brief description:

A global database for compiling and sharing monitoring data is currently being developed in
collaboration with related initiatives.

The database provides global maps of microplastic density in the ocean surface and serves
as a tool in addressing marine plastic pollution.

Name of action 3:

Development of a harmonized guidelines for monitoring marine litter using remote sensing
technologies

Brief description:

Another guideline is also being developed for enhancing coverage and effectiveness of
marine litter monitoring (including plastics) through application of remote sensing
technologies, aiming to promote knowledge sharing and harmonization of monitoring
methodologies.
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Names of actions 4:

Promotion of research on (1) the state and impact of microplastics on human health and the
environment, (2) leakage to ocean, and (3) countermeasures for reducing leakages.

Brief description:

There are large knowledge gaps in the distribution of microplastics and their impact on living
organisms and ecosystems.

The ministry initiated a survey research on the distribution of microplastics in marine areas
since 2014.

In addition, a survey research on the impact on living organisms and ecosystem is ongoing
since FY2018 under the Environment Research & Technology Development Fund.

Names of actions 5:

Resource circulation strategy for plastics

Brief description:

Promoting countermeasures to prevent microplastics leakage into sea, for example, by the
reduction of micro-beads contained in body scrubs.

Name of action 6:

Compilation and di ssemination of @AGood Practices

Brief description:

A collection of initiatives and technologies by Japanese companies, contributing to the
prevention, reduction, and collection of microplastics. The good practices are then
disseminated and internationally.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Community actions on microplastics including individual and wider stakeholder
involvement (e.g. businesses, coastal community etc.)

Yes

Names of actions 1:

Reduction of micro-beads contained in body scrubs

Brief description:

In January 2019, the cosmetics industry association set a voluntary standard to stop using
microplastic beads in body scrubs.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Environmentally sound waste management

Enforcement of proper waste management system

Yes

Names of actions:

Enforcement of proper waste management systems
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Brief description:

Comprehensive enforcement of waste collection based on public cooperation, e.g.
appropriate waste segregation and disposal practice, in accordance with waste management
and recycling regulations;

Installation of recycling facilities to increase domestic recycling capability and to improve
recycling of polystyrene foam boxes (commonly used in fisheries) with the latest
technologies;

Enforcement of collection and appropriate treatment of used plastics in agricultural sector in
collaboration with relevant associations;

Enforcement of onshore collection and appropriate treatment of plastic wastes, such as used
fishing gear in line with guidelines developed in 2020;

Support for ODA programs in developing countries with regard to waste regulations, capacity
and institutional building for waste management, formulation of action plans, and installation
of high-quality environmental infrastructure such as waste-to-energy plants.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Numerical data, if any:

Amount of waste plastic recycled, heat recovered, incinerated without energy recovery, and
land filled (ratio of effective use (thermal recovery and recycling) was 87.1% in FY2021, an
increase of 0.8% compared to FY2020)

FY2018 FY2019 FY2020 FY2021 FY2022

Recycling 2140kt |2.130kt 2,000kt  |2,060kt  |Under
investigation

Heat recovery 5070kt |5130kt 5090kt  |5.110kt  |Under
investigation

Incineration of waste Under

without energy|1,410kt 1,250kt 1,120kt 1,070kt

recovery + landfill Investigation

Under

Total 8,610kt 8,500kt 8,220kt 8,240kt . L
investigation

(reference)

"The status of production, disposal, recycling and treatment of plastic products" (Plastic
Waste Management Institute JAPAN)

Prevention of littering, illegal dumping and unintentional leakage of waste into the
ocean

Yes

Names of actions:

Prevention of littering, illegal dumping and unintentional leakage of waste into the ocean

Brief description:

Strengthening of patrol by national and local government;
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Prevention of unintentional leakage of plastics through appropriate use and proper
management of fishing gear by fishers.

No particular change observed

Numerical data, if any:
Collected amount of land-based litter, illegal dumping, and scattered waste

Total litter (t) Plastic litter (t) (estimate)
FY2017 91,320 9,940
FY2018 86,023 7,952
FY2019 to be investigated to be investigated
FY2020 to be investigated to be investigated
FY2021 to be investigated to be investigated

(Reference)
"Estimated amount collected by clean-up and collection activities":

Estimated total amount of litter, excluding the amount collected on the coast, based on the
amount collected by prefectures and municipalities

"Amount proportion of plastics "

Estimated amount of plastic litter collected, based on the results of those local governments
which have data on the amount of plastic

Are linkages between marine litter and blue economy being studied by your country?
Has your country taken any policy/ legal measures to address these linkages?

Yes

Names of actions:

Implementation of the Basic Act on Ocean Policy and the National Action Plan for Marine
Plastic Litter

Brief description:

Expansion of socio-economic activities is influencing ocean environment globally in various
ways, including through water pollution from marine litter such as plastics.

Based on policy / legal instruments such as the Basic Act on Ocean Policy, Japan is
promoting comprehensive domestic and international efforts to maintain and conserve
marine environment and ecosystems, such as countermeasures against marine litter.

At the same time, these measures, including those on marine plastic litter, are also
positioned as incentives for growth, based on the idea that innovation is required approach
rather than restricting economic activity for effective use of plastics.

As described elsewhere in this report, various efforts are underway to reduce environmental
and socioeconomic impacts of marine litter including plastic, towards realizing a world
without plastic pollution.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years
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Al t hough it ods hard to judge overall, ther e ha
measures totackle marine litter.

Others (Please specify)

The AMARINE Initiativedo was | aunched focusing o
of marine litter, (3) Innovation, and (4) Empowerment, including provision of training for

10,000 officials engaging in waste management all over the world by 2025. To date, Japan

has already trained 17,000 personnel under this initiative. Based on the MARINE Initiative,

Japan, in cooperation with international Organisations, has implemented numerous projects

to tackle marine plastic pollution.

Cleanup of marine plastic litter

Collection of scattered waste on beach

Yes

Names of actions:

Collection of scattered waste on land

Brief description:

Nationwideclean-up events during AUMI GOMI Zero Weeko (AU
Japanese). Approximately 430,000 people participated in the event in 2019. Since 2020, we

have been working to prevent COVID-19 by distributing guidelines for cleaning events, and

in 2021 there were 150,000 participants. and in 2022 there were 260,000 participants.

Support for the fAAdopt Programo for citizens
management activities with a strong attachment to local public areas;

Support for clean-up and litter collection activities in cooperation with river administration
authorities, local governments, and residents.

No particular change observed
Comment:

Collected amount of marine litter from clean-ups;

Data collected in Total litter (t) Plastic litter (t) (estimate)
FY2016 29,931 10,900

FY2017 45,539 16,600

FY2018 32,486 11,900

FY2019 27,310 10,000

FY2020 27,740 (B ) 4,892

FY2021 39,007 7,251

B After FY2020, the estimation method was revised.
(Reference)
Comprehensive Investigation on Measures to Tackle Beach Debris

https://www.env.go.jp/water/post 80.html
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Total litter: The above data describes the amount collected by local government.

Marine plastic litter: estimated by multiplying the volume of processed litter by the proportion
of plastic litter calculated through sample survey. After FY2020, estimated by multiplying the
volume of artificial marine litter by the proportion of plastic litter calculated from survey
values based on the beach litter composition survey Guidelines developed in FY2019.

Removal of plastic litter from the ocean

Yes

Names of actions:

Removal of plastic litter from the ocean

Brief description:

Support for local governments to collect and treat coastal marine litter in accordance with

iAcCt on Promoting the Treatment of Mari ne Debr
Coast al Landscapes and Environments to Protect
AMae i bhitter Act o) ;
Support for collection of marine litter by fishers in collaboration with local
governments/communities. In order to expand this effort, a demonstration project was
started from FY2020. In addition, when fishers volunteer to collect marine litter, the national
government now covers the cost for processing the litter. 28 prefectures declared their
support for fishers.
Collection of floating marine litter using marine environment maintenance vessels in
enclosed sea areas, and by port administration authorities in port areas.
No particular change observed
Promotion of innovative solutions
Policy actions for encouraging plastic alternatives (e.g. biodegradable plastics,
circular product design i including use of recycled materials or closed-loop
recycling)
Yes
Names of actions:
Policy actions for encouraging plastic alternatives
Brief description:
Acceleration of research and technological development by utilizing available funds including
Green Innovation Fund, bas ed on t hpefor D& el@menta Introduction and
diffusion of Marine Biodegradable Bio-b a s e d Pl asticso. Thi s i ncl ud:
analysis of biodegradation mechanism, development of new resin, reduction of
manufacturing costs, and international standardization;
Support for development of marine biodegradable plastic, especially for fishing gear;
Support for replacement of plastic products with paper, marine biodegradable plastics,
cellul ose material s, et c. through t he iDemons:
Circulation System toward a Decarbonized Societ
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actions on microbeads in FY2020, and was also implemented in FY2021 targeting actions
on other plastic materials.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Numerical data, if any:

Budget scale for encouraging plastic alternatives R&D, pilot program, capital investment, etc.

FY2022

National budget JPY 186.09 billion

B The estimation method was revised from the 5th report

B The national budget above is the total amount

partly include a budget for encouraging plastic alternatives
(reference)
Meeting materials for expert conference on measures against articles that drift ashore

http://www.env.qgo.jp/water/marine litter/conf.html

Public-private partnerships for creating and implementing innovative solution

Yes

Names of actions 1:
Clean Ocean Material Alliance (CLOMA)

Brief description:

iCl ean Ocean Materi al Al'liance (CLOMA)O has
relevant business operators along the plastic supply chain, ensuring the creation of various
innovative approaches;

From FY2020, research began to develop fishing gear that is easy to recycle, such as gear
made of a single plastic material and gear made of multiple materials that can be easily
disassembled and separated;

CLOMAOGs act i vi tfinaacial sappost for pubticeplivate gartnerships at the local
level to implement pilot projects to reduce marine plastics from 2021

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Comments:
Budget scale of Public-private partnerships

FY2022

National budget JPY 320 million

Others

Development of international standards on measuring fiber fragments released from textiles
and products.

Financial support for fundamental research of innovative technologies related to developing
biodegradable polymers.
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Education and awareness raising

Education system and/or curriculum for encouraging public awareness on MPL
issues

Yes

If yes, give a brief description of your efforts related to education:

Name of Action 1:

Marine Litter Learning Materials (for elementary and junior high school students and high
school students)

Brief description:

A summary of the current status of marine debris, spill routes, and other basic information.

No particular change observed

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL 1 National
Yes

Names of actions 1:
Plastics Smart

Brief description:

Plastics Smart is a campaign implemented by the Ministry of the Environment, Japan, in

2019 aiming to create a national trend and advance initiatives to prevent the generation of

marine litter, while encouraging proper understanding of the state of marine plastic pollution
through public awareness activities and public
relationship with plastic. o

As of March 2023, over 3,100 initiatives have been registered to the Plastics Smart website,
and information is spreading widely both in Japan and abroad through the campaign site and
various events.

https://plastics-smart.env.go.jp/

Name of Action 2:
UMIGOMI Zero Week

Brief description:

Clean-up campaign @dfiUMI GOMI Zero Weeko (fAumigomi 0
(Also see 3.3.1))

Name of action 3:

Good Practices for Reducing Microplastics

Brief description:

i Go oRractices for Reduci ng Mi c r o p kdlestion oof dnitiatives and
technologies by Japanese companies, contributing to the prevention, reduction, and
collection of microplastics. The good practices are then disseminated and internationally.
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Name of Action 4:

Marine Plastic Litter Academic Symposium

Brief description:

The symposium is annually held since 2021 with the aim of sharing the progress and results
of research on marine plastic litter in Japan with the general public as well as expanding the
research and promoting further research. In 2023, the symposium was two days long and
more than 300 people attended.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Numerical data, if any:

Number of registered cases for fAPlastics Smarto

FY2021 FY2022

Total 2,806 3,180

(reference)
https://plastics-smart.env.go.jp/

Clean-up <campaign AUMI GOMI Zero Weekodo (fAumigomi o n
was organized with the participation of 150,000 citizens in 2021.

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL i Local

Yes

Names of actions 1:

Local Blue Ocean Vision Project

Brief description:

Local governments have conducted model projects to measure marine litter in coastal
regions and inland areas. Seven regions were newly selected as model areas in FY2022

Name of Action 2:

iAUMI GOMI Zeroo declaration by | ocal gover nment
Japanese)

Brief description:

Declaration of intent to promote marine litter control in the region. As of Janu 2023, 126 local
governments have been declaration to the AUMI GON

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL - International/Regional

Yes

Name of actions 1:

Regional Knowledge Centre for Marine Plastic Debris

Brief description:

Regional Knowledge Centre for Marine Plastic Debris was established at ERIA (Economic
Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia) in 2019 with the support of the Ministry of the
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Environment, Japan. The center carries on information-sharing to raise awareness and
promote actions taken by private sector and citizens in ASEAN plus three countries.

The specific approaches are as follows;
Creating an online platform to share good practices accomplished by the private sector

Providing information on related policies for the private sector

Sharing positive case studies of good practices of private companies

Name of actions 2:

Contributions to the G20 Report on Actions against Marine Plastic Litter and relevant
website updates

Brief Description:

Japan has provided support to the G20 presidency countries to carry out the G20 Marine
Plastic Litter reporting initiative since 2019. Actions against marine plastic litter taken by 36
countries and 8 institutions / NGOs are summarized in the latest report.

Name of actions 3:

ASEAN-Japan Eco-school Project

Brief Description:

Based on the "Future Leaders' Declaration on ASEAN-JAPAN Cooperation for International
Marine Plastic Waste", the ASEAN-Japan Centre, an international Organisation, has been
implementing an eco-school project to provide education on marine plastic litter issues since
FY2021. This project is in line with "Public Awareness, Education & Outreach" which is one
of the four areas in the ASEAN Regional Action Plan for Combating Marine Debris in ASEAN
Member States (2021-2025), and it aims to further strengthen the partnership between
Japan and ASEAN through inter-generational and cross-sectoral cooperation with the
collaboration of young people, educational institutions, and government agencies. In March
2023, the 2nd International Symposium on Marine Debris Education was held online, and
students from elementary school to high school who have attended Eco-School lectures in
Japan and ASEAN countries participated, and then presented student-led initiatives to
reduce marine plastic debris and protect the oceans. (According to the secretariat of the
ASEAN-Japan Centre, 2,300 people registered to participate.)

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Monitoring & Scientific research on marine plastic litter

Actions for encouraging monitoring / scientific research on plastic flows and ocean
surface microplastics

Yes

Names of actions:

Name of action 1:

Harmonization of Microplastics Monitoring Methodologies in the Ocean

Brief description:

Taking the lead on international harmonization of monitoring methods.
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iGui delines for Harmonizing Ocean Surface
2019, revised in 2020)

http://www.env.go.jp/en/water/marine litter/quidelines/quidelines.pdf

Name of action 2:

Sharing and Compilation of Ocean Microplastics Monitoring Data

Brief description:

Developing a global database to share and compile monitoring data in collaboration with
related initiatives. The database provides global maps of microplastic density in the ocean
surface as a tool to addressing marine plastic pollution.

Name of action 3:

Development of the harmonized guidelines for monitoring using remote sensing technologies

Brief description:

This aims at enhancing more comprehensive coverage and effectiveness of the monitoring
of marine litter, including plastics, by using the technologies, knowledge sharing and
harmonization of the methodologies.

Name of action 4:

Investigation and estimation of domestically-generated amounts and routes, as well as an
investigation into floating plastic

Brief description:

In order to understand the domestically-generated amounts and routes of marine litter,
promoting Investigation and estimation.

Names of actions 5:

Research on methods for evaluating the impact of marine plastic litter, including
microplastics, on living organisms and ecosystems.

Brief description:

In this study, the Ministry of Environment investigated the exposure and toxicity of MPs for
the purpose of examining the particle effects of MPs on aquatic organisms. The Ministry of
Environment grasped the latest domestic and international trends by conducting a literature
survey on toxicity information and hazard assessment data, etc., and held peer reviews and
review committees by experts.

Name of action 6:

Development of survey guidelines and case studies for marine plastics

Brief Description

In order to understand the historical amount and composition of litter discharged from land to
the ocean via rivers, survey guidelines and case studies were developed and shared with
local governments and research institutes

Name of action 7:

Survey on ecological impact on fish and shellfish that have ingested microplastics
(implemented by the Fisheries Technology Research Institute)
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Brief description:

The survey carries out various measurements with fish and shellfish fed with microplastics,
such as the residence time of microplastics in their body and the amount of toxic substances
eluted in their digestive organs, which were absorbed by microplastics.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Numerical data if any:

Budget scale of Monitoring & Scientific research

FY2022

National budget JPY 265 million

Engagement in international/regional level actions for encouraging monitoring /
scientific research on plastic flows and ocean surface microplastics

Yes

Names of actions 1:

Sharing and Compilation of Ocean Microplastics Monitoring Data

Brief description:

Taking the lead on international sharing and compilation of ocean surface microplastics
monitoring data.

Developing a global database to share and compile monitoring data, and promoting
international data linkage and harmonization in collaboration with related initiatives.

Names of actions 2:

Training program on marine litter monitoring methods

Brief description:

Training program on monitoring methodologies of marine litter (floating litter, ocean surface
microplastics, seabed litter, and beach litter) conducted every year for governmental officials
and researchers responsible for the monitoring in Southeast Asian countries.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

6.10.3. Challenges

Check the challenges that your country has faced:

Recycling system improvement

Proper waste management system (including lack of local capacity)
Data collection related to waste in general

Data collection related to marine plastic litter

Lack of awareness among citizens, business, local governments
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Lack of financial incentives for waste treatment in general
Lack of financial incentives for technology development
Project delays due to COVID-19

Others (Please specify)

6.10.4. Best Practices

National level
Japan enacted the Act on Promotion of Resource Circulation for Plastics in April 2022.

Local level

Support for collection and treatment of coastal marine litter by local government

We promote the collection and treatment of marine litter by local governments, through the
AiProject for promoting | ocal measures against ¢
Litter Acto (FY2022 budg e n, fishelyPulti-fBnctionaldmedsires | i on) .
(FY2022 budget: JPY 1.700 billion) are being used to encourage fishers to take action on the

collection and treatment of marine litter including marine plastics, for the maintenance and

recovery of the marine ecosystem. Furthermore, we encourage local governments to

cooperate with fishers to bring any litter they collect while fishing to port, making use of
subsidies under t he AMari ne Litter Act o. I n o
demonstration project in FY2020. In addition, when fishers volunteer to collect marine litter,

the national government provides full support for the litter processing cost and supports 28

prefectures.

Private sector
Rel eased Good Practices for Re d dectiomaf gobti cr op |l a
practices on the efforts and technologies of Japanese companies. Available from May 2021,

and revised in November 2022.

International cooperation

International cooperation to developing countries

Under the O0MARI NE | nieitni3.2.8,Japae grovides suppari tmeangower b o v
developing countries to promote waste management, recover marine litter, and innovate,
including training for 10,000 officials engaging in waste management worldwide by 2025.

Japan will continue to provide support to ASEAN countries, based on the ASEAN+3 Marine

Plastics Debris Cooperative Action Initiative, for various measures such as: awareness

raising for local governments, citizens and business units; development of national action

plans on marine litter; capacity building for proper waste management including waste-to-

energy infrastructure; as well as promoting knowledge-s har i ng t hrough FH@ARegi on:
Centre for Marine Plastic Debrisfi housed in Ecc
East Asia (ERIA).
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Japan also cooperated with international Organisations to implement numerous projects to
tackle marine plastic pollution. For example, Japan has earmarked over USD 1.1 million to
support the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to implement countermeasures
against marine plastic litter in Southeast Asia and India (CounterMEASURE) by using novel
technologies and methodologies to track plastic pollution at its source along the Mekong and
Ganges rivers. This project also supports local partnerships for reducing plastic pollution.
Since May 2020, the 2™ phase of CounterMEASURE has been implemented on a larger
scale with a substantial contribution (USD 5.7 million) from Japan. The project aims to
generate and share scientific knowledge on plastic pollution in the Ganges, Mekong, and
selected rivers in Sri Lanka to inform policy and decision-making processes at local,
national, regional, and global levels.

Japan, in collaboration with UNEP, has implemented Project on Promotion of Community
Resilience Against Plastic Pollution and Climate Change in the Mekong River Basin aiming
to monitor plastic pollution in Mekong River Basin countries. This project aims to monitor
plastic pollution in Mekong River Basin countries, to support adoption of community action
plans, to investigate changes in river ecosystems that stems from plastic pollution and
climate change. It also develops a list of technologies and tools for decarbonisation in
response to climate change. Through the project, development of implementation plans for a
resilient society will be facilitated. It also provides technical support for collection of plastic
wastes and recycling business models. The project will be finalized in March 2023.

Lastly, Japan and UNEP will be working towards enhancing tools and protocols for
assessment and monitoring capabilities with the Mekong River Commission (MRC), and to
strengthen national and local waste management systems, for plastic pollution management
in the Mekong River Basin and in the Pacific Islands. The project will be starting in April
2023.

Additionally, Japan-ASEAN Integration Fund (JAIF) financed several projects to mitigate
marine plastics in Indonesia, Cambodia, Singapore, Thailand, Philippines, Brunei, Vietnam,
Malaysia, Myanmar and Lao People's Democratic Republic.

Furthermore, UNEP International Environmental Technology Centre (UNEP-IETC) has

i mpl emented a project on ASupport for research
technology and treat ment with Plasticka®Blaest e t hr
Ocean Vision. The project includes a study on Needs Assessment of Environmentally Sound

Technologies for Plastic Waste Management and also available technologies for plastic

waste management (USD 909,090). The project also aims to update technical guidance and

capacity building based on best available techniques, good practices, environmental

practices and risk reduction developed with various stakeholders for the sound management

of waste during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Japan is also starting the project with UNEP-IETC focusing on environmentally sound
management of plastic waste. The project will analyze and evaluate good practices in plastic
waste management in Japan and other countries, prepare action plans, organize a series of
project meetings and support other plastic waste recycling projects, to establish a
sustainable management system for plastic waste, which is required after the entry into force
of international legally binding instrument on plastic pollution. Implementing plastic waste
management in an environmentally sound manner is recognized as the most important
measure, as it contributes to building a circular economy by preventing the leakage of plastic
waste into the environment and promotes recycling.
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6.10.5. References and Reading Links

National Action Plan for Marine Plastic Litter Japanese only

http://www.env.qgo.jp/water/Marine%20plastic%20litter%20countermeasure%20action%?2
Oplan.pdf

Resource Circulation Strategy for Plastics Japanese only

https://www.env.go.jp/press/files/jp/111747.pdf

The Act on Promotion of Resource Circulation for Plastics
https://www.gov-online.go.jp/eng/publicity/book/hlj/htm|/202205/202205 09 en.html

Subsidy for the local government Japanese only
https://www.env.go.jp/content/000100994.pdf

Good Practices for Reducing Microplastics
https://www.env.go.jp/en/water/marine_litter/gp frmp.html

Clean Ocean Material Alliance
https://cloma.net/english/
CounterMEASURE

https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/japan-unep-deepen-cooperation-
plastic-pollution-and-post-conflict

G20 Report on Actions against Marine Plastic Litter
https://www.env.go.jp/press/files/en/938.pdf

Introduction of Fee-incurring Plastic Checkout Bags Starts in July 2020 in All
Stores across Japan

https://www.meti.go.jp/english/press/2019/1227 007.html

Plastic Smart
https://plastics-smart.env.go.jp/

6.10.6. Contact Details: (Please specify name and email address)

Tomoko ICHIKAWA, Deputy Director, Office of Policies against Marine Plastics Pollution,
Environmental Management Bureau, Ministry of the Environment, Japan
TOMOKO_ICHIKAWA@env.go.jp

Kazuki MIYAZAKI, Assistant Director, Office of Policies against Marine Plastics Pollution,
Environmental Management Bureau, Ministry of the Environment, Japan
KAZUKI_MIYAZAKI@env.go.jp
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& .
6.11. I - I Mexico

Key Highlights

National Action Plan for Marine
Debris and Plastic Pollution is
currently under development

General Law of Circular Economy
Initiative.

Single use plastic  products
prohibition

Campaign fdALast <
(2021)

6.11.1. Policy and Frameworks

National Action Plan

In preparation

Beach cleanups focused on reduce
marine plastic litter.

With  the support of the
Commission for Environmental
Cooperation, an outreach

campaign was developed for
Mexico, the U.S. and Canada,
called "Last Stop: The Ocea n 0

Mexico has recently presented the
National Inventory of Plastic
Pollution Source

National Action Plan for Marine Debris and Plastic Pollution is currently under

development:

with the support of UNEP, the National Action Plan for Marine Debris and Plastic Pollution is
currently under development, through consultation workshops for the development of the
marine plastic litter inventory and will be concluded this year.

Legal Framework

Yes

Pl eas
Name:

e |list your

countryods

l egislation incl

1. General Law for the Prevention and Integral Management of Waste (LGPGIR)
2. Prevention and sound waste management Law and Regulation

Brief description:

1. At federal level there is no specific legislation on MPL, however, the LGPGIR
establishes the policy on waste management. In Mexico, waste is divided into three
categories: urban solid waste, special handling waste, and hazardous waste

2. This Law considers the prevention and minimization of the generation of waste, its
release into the environment, and its transfer from one environment to another, as
well as its comprehensive management to avoid health risks and damage to
Ecosystems.

Indicators
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No. Indicators and strategies will be developed for The Marine Plastic Litter National
Program that is being processed.
6.11.2. Measures and Achievements

Please choose one to indicate whether yvour country implements the following
measures

Introduce Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Yes No

Reduce single-use plastic (shopping bags, straws etc.) by| yes No
regulations or voluntary measures

Steps taken/ to be taken towards restricting microplastics in personal| ves No
care products

Improve waste management recycling system Yes No

Are there any human-centric, collective efforts/ actions/ practices for| ves No
sustainable MPL management

Conduct clean-up activities in rivers/ wetlands/ beaches/ coasts/| ves No
coral reefs/ sea floor, involving local communities involving local
communities

Taken/to be taken National Level Action and/or Community Level| vas No
Action on Clean sea initiatives including ghost net retrieval, ocean-
bound plastics etc.

Created/creating a value Chain opportunity for abandoned, lost and| ves No
discarded fishing gear (ALDFG)

Financial incentives for fishers to promote the collection of end-of-life| yves No
fishing gears

Encourage/ Incentivize action by private sector companies to reduce/| yves No
sustainably manage their plastic waste (e.g., Fishing Gear) through
policies/ regulations (e.g., Extended Producer Responsibility)

Do you have/are you building/ are you promoting technology based| yves No
plastic waste re-use, recycling and recovery opportunities

Install capturing trap/filter on drainage/river Yes No

Promote innovative solutions (e.g., upcycling fishing equipment,| ves No
Creating plastic circular economy etc.)

Boost multi-stakeholder involvement and awareness-raising Yes No

Share scientific information and knowledge: R&D and monitoring Yes No

Participate in international cooperation through international| yves No
Organisations, multi-national groups, etc.
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Support target region by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects: South, Central and Southeast Asia

Support target region by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects: Africa

Support target region by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects: Latin America

Prevention and reduction of plastic waste generation

Levy of charges/ taxes for single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)

No

Ban on use of single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)
Yes

Names of actions:

Single use plastic products prohibition
Targeted products:

Plastic bags

Brief description:
There are different initiatives at the local level to discourage disposables use.

However, most state governments have amended their legislation to ban single-use plastic
products or replace them with other materials.

Actions for encouraging sustainable / circular product design
Yes

Names of actions:
General Law of Circular Economy Initiative.
Brief description:

The initiative is focused in maintain the products, materials, and resources within the
economic cycle for as long as possible, to minimize the waste generation.

Regulations on microplastics
No

There are no regulations on the issue of microplastics at the federal level. Regarding state
legislation, Mexico City prohibits the commercialization, distribution and delivery of products
that contain intentionally added microplastics (Solid Waste Law), however its application and
verification has not been defined.

Government actions on microplastics

No
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Community actions on microplastics including individual and wider stakeholder
involvement (e.g. businesses, coastal community etc.)

No

Others (please specify)

Environmentally sound waste management

Enforcement of proper waste management system
Yes

Names of actions:

Sound waste prevention and management programs are developed in the municipal and
regional level.

Brief description:

Planning instruments that allow the establishment of objectives and strategies in terms of
comprehensive waste management.

In addition, the federal government carries out some actions to promote integrated waste
management; however, municipal governments are responsible for the management of
urban solid waste.

Prevention of littering, illegal dumping and unintentional leakage of waste into the
ocean

No

Not at the federal level. In 2018, the German Agency for International Cooperation (GlZ), the
company LafargeHolcim and its subsidiary company GEOCYCLE, together with the
government of the state of Quintana Roo, collaborated on the OLAS (Clean Oceans) project,
whose main objective was to prevent plastic waste generated on land from reaching aquatic
ecosystems.

(https://coprocesamiento.org/olas-cierra-2019-con-buenos-resultados/)

Are linkages between marine litter and blue economy being studied by your country?
Has your country taken any policy/ legal measures to address these linkages?

No

Others (Please specify)

Cleanup of marine plastic litter

Collection of scattered waste on beach
Yes

Names of actions:
Beach cleanups focused on reduce marine plastic litter.
Brief description:
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There are different initiatives for cleaning beaches driven by government authorities,
academia, and NGOs.

In addition, a lot of actions to clean beaches of marine litter are carried out by NGOs, hotels,
private companies and some municipalities.

Removal of plastic litter from the ocean
Others

Promotion of innovative solutions

Policy actions for encouraging plastic alternatives (e.g. biodegradable plastics,
circular product design 1 including use of recycled materials or closed-loop
recycling)

No

Some local governments have promoted the use of biodegradable materials, particularly
compostable ones, but they have faced other problems such as the lack of laboratories to
certify the material, as well as the lack of monitoring activities.

Public-private partnerships for creating and implementing innovative solution

No

Others

Education and awareness raising

Education system and/or curriculum for encouraging public awareness on MPL
issues

No

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL 1 National
Yes

Names of actions:

SEMARNAT has carried out some information campaigns such as the following:**
"No straw is fine."

"Protection of Mexico's oceans, seas and coasts".

"For our health and the planet's health, no disposable plastics, use reusable”
Brief description:

The purpose of these campaigns was to discourage the use of single-use plastics, as well as
the importance of preserving and protecting marine resources from the threats they currently
face due to plastic waste pollution.

21 https://www.gob.mx/semarnat/es/articulos/sin-popote-esta-bien-157223?idiom=es

https://www.gob.mx/semarnat/prensa/semarnat-lanza-campana-para-la-proteccion-de-los-oceanos-y-su-
biodiversidad
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The campaigns was launched the campaign with the purpose of aware society the
importance of caring for and protecting our marine resources from pollution from single-use
plastics, climate change and species trafficking.

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL 7 Local
No

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL - International/Regional
Yes

Names of actions:

Names of actions:

Campaing fiLast stop: the oceano
Brief description:

With the support of the Commission for Environmental Cooperation, an outreach campaign
was developed for Mexico,theU.S.and Canada, called "Last Stop:

This campaign aims to raise awareness among the population living inland that garbage can
"travel" to the ocean through drains and rivers.

Others

Monitoring & Scientific research on marine plastic litter

Actions for encouraging monitoring / scientific research on plastic flows and ocean
surface microplastics

No

Engagement in international/regional level actions for encouraging monitoring /
scientific research on plastic flows and ocean surface microplastics

Yes

Names of actions:

1. Marine Litter and Microplastics Working Group in LAC.
2. Academia efforts oriented to work with international groups to generating technical
information and developing capabilities in marine plastic litter topics

Brief description:

1. Mexico is part of this working group whose objective is to establish a regional
cooperation and coordination mechanism to address the issue of marine debris and
microplastics, which generates the exchange of information on best practices and
experiences, technology assessment, capacity building and institutional strengthening
among other points.

2. UAM-A (Universidad Auténoma Metropolitana) is leading most of the efforts

22 http://www.laststoptheocean.com/
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6.11.3. Challenges

Recycling system improvement

Proper waste management system (including lack of local capacity)
Data collection related to waste in general

Data collection related to marine plastic litter

Lack of awareness among citizens, business, local governments
Lack of financial incentives for waste treatment in general

Lack of financial incentives for technology development

Project delays due to COVID-19

Others (Please specify)

6.11.4. Best Practices
National level

Mexico has recently presented f the National Inventory of Plastic Pollution Sources, that can
be consulted in the following website:

https://www.gob.mx/cms/uploads/attachment/file/817333/INFCP RE 2023.pdf

Local level
Private sector

International cooperation

In addition to the marine litter working group, Mexico is part of Marine Litter Action Plan for
the Northeast Pacific 2022-2026, along with Guatemala, Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua,
Costa Rica, Panama and Colombia.

https://marviva.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Plan-de-Accio%CC%81n-de-Basura-
Marina-2022-2026.pdf

6.11.5. References and Reading Links

6.11.6. Contact Details: (Please specify name and email address)
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6.12. Saudi Arabia

Key Highlights

9 National action plan for sustainable 1 Mostadam Program
management of Marine Litter in the 1 PERSGA program to support marine
Red Sea coast of Kingdom of Saudi institute and universities to conduct
Arabia researchh

T New O6Waste Manage

6.12.1. Policy and Frameworks

National Action Plan

N Yes
Name:

National action plan for sustainable management of Marine Litter in the Red Sea coast of
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Brief description:

The plan is part of a regional ferfCbnservationbofithet he O T
Environment of the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden". A final action plan has been approved

for implementation which is scheduled to start soon. Key components include: Public

awareness campaigns, engagement plans with key stakeholders, evaluation of enforcement

mechanisms, adequacy of port reception facilities at the red sea, developing and monitoring

flagship demonstration actions, engage private companies to phase out single use plastic

bags, water bottles, straws, etc... plan for coastal land owners to regularly collect litter plastic

from their area of operation, re-survey beaches with baseline data, support local marine

research institutes to protect coastal marine environment from littering in addition to training

and capacity building.

Legal Framework

Name: New OWaste Management Lawb

Brief description:

The new law provides for key requirements for waste minimization, segregation and
recycling. It also provides for the implementation of Extended Producer Responsibility
principles and the strict regulation of waste activities across the value chain from point of
generation to final treatment with key emphasis on circular economy principles. It also
provides for stringent monitoring and penalties for violations including illegal dumping and
burning of waste.

Indicators

No
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6.12.2. Measures and Achievements

Please choose one to indicate whether yvour country implements the following
measures

Introduce Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Yes No
Reduce single-use plastic (shopping bags, straws etc.) by Yes No
regulations or voluntary measures

Steps taken/ to be taken towards restricting microplastics in Yes No
personal care products

Improve waste management recycling system Yes No
Are there any human-centric, collective efforts/ actions/ practices for Yes No

sustainable MPL management

Conduct clean-up activities in rivers/ wetlands/ beaches/ coasts/ Yes No

coral reefs/ sea floor, involving local communities involving local
communities

Taken/to be taken National Level Action and/or Community Level Yes No
Action on Clean Sea initiatives including ghost net retrieval, ocean-

bound plastics etc.

Created/creating a value Chain opportunity for abandoned, lost, and | ves No
discarded fishing gear (ALDFG)

Financial incentives for fishers to promote the collection of end-of- | ves No
life fishing Gears

Encourage/ incentivize action by private sector companies to reduce/

sustainably manage their plastic waste (e.g., Fishing Gear) through
policies/ regulations (e.q., Extended Producer Responsibility)

Yes No

Do you have/are you building/ are you promoting technology-based Yes No
plastic waste re-use, recycling, and recovery opportunities

Install capturing trap/filter on drainage/river Yes No
Promote innovative solutions (e.g., upcycling fishing equipment, Yes No
Creating plastic circular economy etc.)

Boost multi-stakeholder involvement and awareness-raising Yes No
Share scientific information and knowledge: R&D and monitoring Yes No
Participate in international cooperation through international Yes No

Organisations, multi-national groups, etc.

Support target region by your international cooperation
initiatives/projects: South, Central and Southeast Asia

Yes No
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Support  target region by your international cooperation| vyes No
initiatives/projects: Africa

Support  target region by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects: Latin America

Prevention and reduction of plastic waste generation

Levy of charges/ taxes for single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)
The national center for waste management (MWAN) is promoting circular economy.
principles, EPR is a major part of this program.

There has been communication with different stakeholders to develop initiatives to prevent
and reduce plastic waste generation. Key initiatives prevention and reduction of plastic
waste generation include:

List of initiatives:
PepsiCo, SABIC, (PepsiCo, SABIC, etc.).

EPR (currently considering various options for introducing fees on special wastes
including batteries, ELVs, packaging waste and used tires)

Ban on use of single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)

Name of actions i Baseline study and Business model of implementing EPR or user fee on
single use plastic bags.

Targeted products:
Single use plastic products mainly shopping bags.

Brief description: The study is currently at kickoff stage by MWAN to develop the
appropriate EPR business models for managing single use plastic bags and
considering a range of options including use restrictions, imposing user fee and/or a
combination.

Actions for encouraging sustainable / circular product design
Name of actions: Mostadam Program

Brief description: this is the new Saudi Green Building Standard developed to buildings and
communities. MVWAN is in constant discussion to promote and make it a standard
requirement to use post-consumer recycled products in the design of new projects (Recycled
aggregates, wood, steel and others).

Regulations on microplastics
Government actions on microplastics

Community actions on microplastics including individual and wider stakeholder
involvement (e.g. businesses, coastal community etc.)

Others (please specify)

Environmentally sound waste management
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Enforcement of proper waste management system
New Waste Management Lawd and | mplementing Regul

Brief description: The new law and regulations were developed in the context of promoting
circular principles to waste management including prioritizing. sustainable consumption of
material, reducing waste and reuse of material by generators as well as recycling with a key
objective of diverting waste from landfill. The law also provides for implementing Extended
Producer Responsibility (EPR) and contracting with licensed service providers along with
strict monitoring requirements and penalties upon violators reaching millions of US dollars.

Prevention of littering, illegal dumping and unintentional leakage of waste into the
ocean

Are linkages between marine litter and blue economy being studied by your country?
Has your country taken any policy/ legal measures to address these linkages?

Others (Please specify)

Cleanup of marine plastic litter

Collection of scattered waste on beach

Yes

NameofActi ons: This action is part of the " Nationae
management of Marine Litter in the
Red Sea coast of Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Removal of plastic litter from the ocean

Yes

Name of Actions: This action is part of the "National Act i on pl anh for sustaine
management of Marine Litter in the
Red Sea coast of Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Others

Promotion of innovative solutions

Policy actions for encouraging plastic alternatives (e.g. biodegradable plastics,
circular product design i1 including use of recycled materials or closed-loop
recycling)

HYes

Name of Actions: New Law and regulations

Brief description: The new law clearly requires waste generators to comply with the
following actions:

Sustainable consumption of material.
Reuse of material.
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Waste minimization.

Segregation of recyclables.

Plastic waste is clearly targeted and will be impacted by the above policy requirement.
In addition, new EPR requirements under development will help and incentivize plastic
products design including recyclability products.

Public-private partnerships for creating and implementing innovative solution

Yes

Name of Actions: Some initiatives are currently under consideration.
Brief description: The mandate of MWAN calls for

promoting private investments in waste activities for the purpose of developing innovative
solutions and achieving economic sustainability for the sector.

Others

Education and awareness raising

Education system and/or curriculum for encouraging public awareness on MPL
issues

HYes

If yes, give a brief description of your efforts related to education:

This item has been listed as a key component of the National Action Plan as described in
section above.

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL i National

Yes

Name of Action: The National action plan for sustainable management of marine litter
in red seacoast of kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Brief Description:

~Produce, publish and or disseminate education and awareness material using electronic
media, information sheet, brochure etc.

~Organize awareness workshop on impact of marine litter for various stakeholder such as
teacher and govt. officials.

~Develop strong linkages with key govt. department to inform officials/decision makers about
important information related to marine litter.

~Develop strong linkage with newspaper reporters/editors to encourage them to
communicate information about environmental and health aspects.

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL - Local
Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL - International/Regional

Others
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The KSA is participating in the #Alntergover nmenr
develop an international legally binding instrument on plastic pollution, including in
the marine environment.

Monitoring & Scientific research on marine plastic litter

Actions for encouraging monitoring / scientific research on plastic flows and ocean
surface microplastics

Yes

Name of Actions: This action is part of the " Nat
management of Marine Litter in the
Red Sea coast of Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Engagement in international/regional level actions for encouraging monitoring /
scientific research on plastic flows and ocean surface microplastics

Yes

Name of Action:

PERSGA

Brief Description: In one of its key tasks the PERSGA

initiative calls for encouraging and supporting local marine institutes and universities to

conduct research on protective and regulatory and regulatory measures for protecting the
coastal and marine environment from the litters arising from urban and rural areas.

Others

6.12.3. Challenges

Recycling system improvement

Proper waste management system including lack of capacity.
Data collection related to waste in general.

Lack of awareness among citizens, business, local government
Lack of financial incentives for waste Treatment in general
Lack of financial incentives for technology development

Project delays due to COVID 19
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6.12.4. Best Practices
National level

Local level

Private sector

International cooperation

6.12.5. References and Reading Links

6.12.6. Contact Details: (Please specify name and email address)

Dr. Abdullah Fisal Sbai
ceo@mwan.gov.sa
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NG
6.13. >>‘ South Africa

Key Highlights

National Waste Management Plastic Bag Regulations
Strategy (2020) South African National Standard
National Environment Management (SANS) 695 (Compulsory
Waste Act Specification for Plastic Carrier
Extended Producer Responsibility Bags to improve recyclability of
Regulations plastic bags)

6.13.1. Policy and Frameworks

National Action Plan

Yes

Name:

National Waste Management Strategy (2020)

Brief description:

The overall purpose of the revised NWMS is to i
interventions for the waste sector. The strategy advocates the concept of a circular

economy, and the following outcomes are expected to be achieved by all relevant

stakeholders and sectors of society: prevention of waste, and where waste cannot be

prevented ensure that 40% of waste is diverted from landfill within 5 years; 55% within 10

years; and at least 70% within 15 years leading to Zero-Waste going to landfill

Legal Framework

HYes
Pl ease |ist your countryds | egislation including

Name:

National Environmental Management Waste Act
Extended Producer Responsibility Regulations
Plastic Bag Regulations

South African National Standard (SANS) 695 (Compulsory Specification for Plastic Carrier
Bags to improve recyclability of plastic bags)

285



G20 Report on Actions against Marine Plastic Litter (5th Ed.): Further Information

Pl astics Master Pl an, which i s itiomal actiod plah tot 0 s er v
tackle plastic pollution and achieve sustainable production and consumption of plastics.

Brief description:

Implementation of Industry Waste Management Plans: Under the National Waste Act the
paper, packaging, electrical, electronic, and lighting industries are required to implement
industry waste management plans indicating how these industries will deal with its extended
producer responsibility and decrease packaging in the environment, amongst other aspects.

Waste management practices across the country are analyzed in terms of the waste
management hierarchy. The key elements of the waste hierarchy are as follows:

Waste avoidance and reduction
Re-use

Recycling

Recovery

a > D

Treatment and Disposal
Indicators

HYes

Please list your indicators here:

1. In South Africa, the majority of plastic waste still ends up in landfills.

2. Recycling is a key element of circulating plastic material in the economy. However,
while all plastics are technically recyclable, not all plastics are currently recycled in
practice in South Africa.

3. The end-use market demand for recycled material is still one of the limiting factors for
growth of the plastic recycling sector in South Africa. This is largely linked to the
competitive price of virgin plastic.

6.13.2. Measures and Achievements

Please choose one to indicate whether yvour country implements the following
measures

Introduce Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Yes No

Reduce single-use plastic (shopping bags, straws etc.) by| yves No
regulations or voluntary measures

Steps taken/ to be taken towards restricting microplastics in personal
care products

Yes No
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Improve waste management recycling system Yes No

Are there any human-centric, collective efforts/ actions/ practices for| ves No
sustainable MPL management

Conduct clean-up activities in rivers/ wetlands/ beaches/ coasts/| ves No
coral reefs/ sea floor, involving local communities involving local
communities

Taken/to be taken National Level Action and/or Community Level| yvas No
Action on Clean sea initiatives including ghost net retrieval, ocean-
bound plastics etc.

Created/creating a value Chain opportunity for abandoned, lost and| ves No
discarded fishing gear (ALDFG)

Financial incentives for fishers to promote the collection of end-of-life| yves No
fishing gears

Encourage/ Incentivize action by private sector companies to reduce/| yes No
sustainably manage their plastic waste (e.g., Fishing Gear) through
policies/ regulations (e.g., Extended Producer Responsibility)

Do you have/are you building/ are you promoting technology based| yves No
plastic waste re-use, recycling and recovery opportunities

Install capturing trap/filter on drainage/river Yes No

Promote innovative solutions (e.g., upcycling fishing equipment,| ves No
Creating plastic circular economy etc.)

Boost multi-stakeholder involvement and awareness-raising Yes No

Share scientific information and knowledge: R&D and monitoring Yes No

Participate in international cooperation through international| yves No
Organisations, multi-national groups, etc.

Support target region by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects: South, Central and Southeast Asia

Support target region by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects: Africa

Support target region by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects: Latin America

Prevention and reduction of plastic waste generation

Levy of charges/ taxes for single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)

'HYes
Names of actions:
Plastic Bag Regulations
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Targeted products:
Single-use shopping bags

Brief description:

In 2019, Government carried out a review of the Plastic Carrier Bags and Flat Bags
Regulations of 2003. As a result, the proposed changes to the regulations are that plastic
carrier bags and plastic flat bags must be made from a minimum of 50% post-consumer
recyclate from the 01 January 2023 and by 01 January 2027 be made from 100% post-
consumer recyclate.

Ban on use of single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)
Yes

Names of actions:

Banning of plastic bags that has a thickness of less than 24 microns

Targeted products:
Plastic Carrier and Flat Bags

Brief description:

In 2003, South Africa introduced the plastic bag regulations in a bold move to address the
challenge of plastic bag litter. The regulations essentially made the provision of thicker, more
durable plastic bags compulsory. The compulsory specification was subsequently developed
prescribing that only plastic carrier bags and flat bags of the minimum thickness of 24
microns can be manufactured or imported into the country

Actions for encouraging sustainable / circular product design
‘HIn progress
Names of actions:

UNIDO project on Support for transitioning from conventional plastics to more
environmentally sustainable alternatives.

Brief description:

Funded by the Government of Japan, this 3-year project (initiated in 2020) supports the
identification and implementation of opportunities for sustainable alternative materials,
including bio-plastics, and will support the implementation of the Industry Waste
Management Plan of the plastic packaging industry by building up the capacity to increase
the quality and amount of recyclables.

Regulations on microplastics
'HNo

Government actions on microplastics
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In preparation

Names of actions:
Microplastics research

Brief description:

Establishment of microplastics laboratories: this initiative under the Commonwealth Litter
Programme will enhance research on microplastic pollution and offer opportunities for
scientific training and capacity-building with the DFFE and the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan
University.

Community actions on microplastics including individual and wider stakeholder
involvement (e.g. businesses, coastal community etc.)

‘HYes
Names of regulations: Studies of Microplastics in Vaal River

Brief description:

It is also difficult to assess the environmental and public health risks linked to microplastics.
That s because scientists are stildl l earning ab
pathways and where people are most vulnerable to exposure.

In an attempt to bridge this gap, Wits recently studied common carp fish collected from

South Africabs Vaal River. The findings were tr
digestive tracts and found a total of 682 particles i ranging from seven to 51 particles per

fish. That means the river is considerably polluted with microplastics.

Environmentally sound waste management

Enforcement of proper waste management system

'H Yes

Names of actions: Environmental Management Inspectors
Brief description:

EMIs have wide investigative powers and are empowered to fulfil their specific mandates
using all the powers of a member of the South African Police Service who is not a
commissioned officer, permitting them to conduct an inspection where there is reasonable
suspicion of a criminal offence.

Prevention of littering, illegal dumping and unintentional leakage of waste into the
ocean

Yes

Names of actions:
Municipal Cleaning and Greening
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Brief description:

The aim of Municipal Cleaning and Greening Programme is to combat the environmental
degradation and ensure that our country is free from litter and illegal dumps, and this will be
done through mass public employment of the unemployed with a special prioritisation
women, youth and persons living with disabilities

Are linkages between marine litter and blue economy being studied by your country?
Has your country taken any policy/ legal measures to address these linkages?

No

Marine litter is not covered as a direct intervention in South Africa under the Blue Economy
unit. Circular economy and waste are covered under the Operation Phakisa Waste Lab. This
initiative aimed at enhancing the chemicals and waste economy, by among others,
increasing commercialisation of the circular economy and creating value from resources
currently discarded as waste.

Cleanup of marine plastic litter

Collection of scattered waste on beach
Yes

Names of actions:
National Working for the Coast Programme:

Brief Description

A job creation initiative targeting women, youth, and persons with disabilities, focusing on
promoting responsible coastal management through regular collection of litter on along
South Africads beaches and waterways.

Good Green Deeds programme: a nation-wide programme aimed at mobilising the public to
clean local communities and raise awareness around illegal dumping and waste
management

The Department has embarked on an initiative to contribute toward marine pollution
prevention by tackling the litter (especially plastic litter) along rivers and other waterways.
The Source to Sea Litter Combatting Project will be implemented in all the district coastal
municipalities of South Africa over a period of 6 months. The Project will mobilise a total of
1600 youth nationally (100 per district municipality) to recover litter from hotspot areas along
the rivers and other waterways.

Annual International Coastal Clean-up Day: celebrated in the 3rd week of September each
year

Removal of plastic litter from the ocean

Yes
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'HYes
Names of actions:
Beach Clean ups

Brief description:

The Department do conduct beach clean ups on a regular basis and when there has been
floods which causes the beach to be full of plastic waste.

I n South Africa, we have NGOO6s which are created

Promotion of innovative solutions

Policy actions for encouraging plastic alternatives (e.g. biodegradable plastics,
circular product design 1 including use of recycled materials or closed-loop
recycling)

Yes

Names of actions:

National Waste Management Strategy

Brief description:

The Strategy promotes alternatives to landfilling, composting and energy recovery options,
promoting approaches to the design and packaging of products that reduce waste and
encourage reuse, repair and recycling.

Public-private partnerships for creating and implementing innovative solution
Yes

Names of actions:
Extended Producer Responsibility

Brief description:

EPR requires the manufacturers and importers of products to bear a significant degree of
responsibility for the impact their products have on the environment, Extended Producer
Responsibility ensures that those products are either recycled or up-cycled, and that waste
products diverted to landfill is kept at a minimum.

Education and awareness raising

Education system and/or curriculum for encouraging public awareness on MPL
issues

Yes
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Municipal Cleaning and Greening Programme aims to fight the environmental degradation

and ensure that the country is free from litter and
illegal dumps, and this will be done through mass public employment of the unemployed with
a special

prioritisation women, youth and persons living with disabilities.

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL i National
Yes

Names of actions:

Good Green Deeds programme: a nation-wide programme aimed at mobilising the public to
clean local communities and raise awareness around illegal dumping and waste
management

National Consumer Awareness

Brief description:

The National Consumer Awareness is a demonstration of ensuring the purchaser or buyer
knows about the information about items and products so that they will be aware of how
they are disposed.

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL i Local
Yes

Names of actions:
Operation Clean Sweep

Brief description:

An industry led initiative aimed at reducing the accidental loss of pellets, flakes, and powder
from processing facilities into the environment.

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL - International/Regional
Yes

Names of actions:

Annual International Coastal Clean-up Day: celebrated in the 3rd week of September each
year

Monitoring & Scientific research on marine plastic litter

Actions for encouraging monitoring / scientific research on plastic flows and ocean
surface microplastics

Yes

Science review of marine plastic pollution research in South Africa: led by the National
Department of Science and Technology through the
study reviewed the sources and pathways of plastic marine litter, transport, and fate of
marine plastic litter, impacts on biota and ecology, economic impacts and monitoring
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methods. The findings were published in the May / June 2020 special edition of the South
African Journal of Science and highlighted the gaps in knowledge and research opportunities
for the future.

Engagement in international/regional level actions for encouraging monitoring /
scientific research on plastic flows and ocean surface microplastics

‘HIn progress
Names of actions:

Participation in the development of the UNEA 5.2 resolution on plastic pollution and the
subsequent Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee meetings.

Brief description:

The treaty has a strong research focus looking at monitoring at all levels of plastics in the
environment.

6.13.3. Challenges

Check the challenges that your country has faced:

Recycling system improvement

Proper waste management system (including lack of local capacity)
Data collection related to waste in general

Data collection related to marine plastic litter

Lack of awareness among citizens, business, local governments
Lack of financial incentives for waste treatment in general

Lack of financial incentives for technology development

Project delays due to COVID-19

Others (Please specify)

6.13.4. Best Practices

National level

National Plastics Colloquium: Hosted by the Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and Environment,
this is a regular platform that brings together Government, the private sector, civil society
and academia to identify innovative solutions and build more effective partnerships to
enhance plastic waste management thereby reducing plastic pollution.
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National Recycling Enterprise Support Programme (RESP): This programme is primarily
targeted at new or recently formed business entities that have developed business plans that
demonstrate a high potential to make a significant impact within the waste economy and
aims to support the establishment of at least two recycling companies in 9 provinces.]

Local level

Private sector

Plastics SA - The promotes recycling initiatives within the plastics sector, and which
coordinates the South African volunteer-based International Coastal Clean-up initiative in
partnership with the Oceans Conservancy.

Sustainable Seas Trust - SST is a Non-Profit Organisation (NPO) that supports and
connects communities across Africa through research, education, enterprise development
and growing awareness about ocean conservation and plastic pollution.

Sustainable Seas Trust T Development of an African Marine Litter Monitoring Manual and
Guide (2020)

Sustainable Seas Trust i Development of a Sample Preparation Manual for the Analysis of
Plastic-related Pollutants (2022)

WWEF South Africa - The convenor of the SA Plastics Pact, which brings together various
players across the plastics value chain to rethink the way plastics are designed, used and
reused and to implement locally designed solutions towards a circular economy for plastics
in South Africa. The WWF-SA has also been working with major retailers in South Africa to
standardise On Pack Recycling Labels (OPRLs) with major retailers, to alert consumers on
whether the packaging can or cannot be recycled.

International cooperation

Sweden and the Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Management (SwAM) in

collaboration with DFFE Source to Sea screening study of pollution and flows the Umgeni

River catchment in KwaZulu-Nat al . This project applied the SIV
Guide to the assessment of sources of plastic litter along the river catchment. A follow-up

study has been completed that carried out an assessment of the socio-economic impacts of

plastic pollution along the Umgeni River catchment.

Nairobi Convention: Development of a Regional Marine Litter Action Plan for the Western
Indian Ocean Region (2018).

Abidjan Convention: Development of a Regional Marine Litter Action Plan for the West,
Central and Southern African region (ongoing).

International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN): MARPLASTICS Initiative aimed
at reducing plastic leakage to the environment by focussing on 4 outputs.

Commonwealth Marine Litter Project (CLiP): The programme supports six ODA-eligible
Commonwealth countries to develop national litter action plans focusing on plastics entering
the oceans.

6.13.5. References and Reading Links
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6.14. South Korea

Key Highlights

The 1st National Action Plan on

marine litter and marine
contaminated sediment (2021-
2030)

Marine litter and contaminated
sediment Management Act

Act on Conservation and Utilization
of the Marine

ROK is working towards the goal of
zero Marine plastic waste by 2050.
Middle target is reducing
generation of MPL by 60% by 2030
compared to 2018
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6.13.6. Contact Detalils: (Please specify name and email address)

The 3“ national action plan on
rivers and estuaries (2021-2025)
Biodegradable fishing gears
dissemination

Target Utilization Rate of Recycled
Raw Materials

Adopt-a-beach project

Marine debris 'picking up + jogging'
campaign in 2022

"Tel |l me ! + Pick
2023

Coastal Garbage monitoring

Use of ICT

Regulations on the  safety
standards etc. of cosmetics (2017)
Designation of,and safety and
labeling standards for, consumer
chemical products subject to safety
verification(2020)

6.14.1. Policy and Frameworks

National Action Plan

Yes

Please provide the name of your action plan or strategy with a brief description here:

Name: The 1st National Action Plan on marine litter and marine contaminated sediment
(2021-2030)

Brief description:

the plan incorporates comprehensive measures to address various marine litter ranging from
contaminated sediment to marine plastic litter including microplastics based on

resource circulation and carbon-neutral approach. The plan sets its goal to cut the amount of
marine plastic litter by 60% until 2030 and will achieve MPL-free ocean

by 2050 through meticulously designed 5 marine litter reduction strategies and 40 action
plans.
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1. Prevention

- Enhance management of the marine litter source from the sea such as ALDFG, the waste
from ships

- Enhance management of the marine litter entering from the land through marine litter
barrier at estuaries and clean-up activities at estuaries

- Enhance management of the foreign marine litter source through international cooperation
on marine litter policies and research

U

2. Reinforcement of marine litter collection

- Expand the target areas of marine litter collection with a goal to cover remote places

- Enhance public-private partnership to leverage various marine litter related stakeholders to
encourage wide participation for clean-up activities

- Develop innovative marine litter collection technologies and increase the number of marine
litter monitoring sites to obtain accurate marine litter data

3. Enhance infrastructure for marine litter disposal and recycling

- Increase the number of eco-friendly marine litter disposal areas for local fishermen
communities

- Introduce pre-processing facilities for marine litter in order to effectively recycle

- Research and development for new and efficient recycling technologies

4.Comprehensive approach to strengthen marine litter management system

-Establish oO0National Marine |litter Committeed i
urgent marine litter related issue

- International cooperation through regional, multilateral, bilateral frameworks

5. Public education and campaigns to raise awareness
- Design various education and public campaigns targeting all range of age groups

Legal Framework

Yes

Pl ease | ist your countryds | egislation including
Name:

1.Marine litter and contaminated sediment Management Act

2.Act on Conservation and Utilization of the Marine

Brief description:

1. Marine Litter and Contaminated Sediment Management Act has its main goal on
managing marine litter (including marine plastic waste and microplastics) using

environment-friendly and life-cycle approach. It was established in 2019 and put into effect in
2020 to advance marine litter management system of the Republic of Korea.

In accordance with the act the national marine litter management plan is established every
10 years to ensure strategic and systematical management for marine litter

and to give guidelines which central government and local government can follow to tackle
the problem.
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2. Act on Conservation and Utilization of the Marine Environment prescribes matters
necessary for the prevention, improvement, response, and recovery with regard to marine
pollution, by managing sources that generate pollutants, such as ships, marine facilities, and
marine spaces, and regulate discharge of marine pollutants such as oil and noxious liquid
substances. Before the enactment of the OMarine

Contaminated Sediment Management Act in 2020, marine debris was managed based on
this act and 5 yearperiod national marine litter management plans were established from
20009.

Indicators

Yes

Please list your indicators here:

ROK is working towards the goal of zero Marine plastic waste by 2050. Middle target is
reducing generation of MPL by 60% by 2030 compared to 2018. Indicators are below

Amount of collected marine litter through national marine litter removal projects

Amount and type of marine litter collected by national marine litter monitoring program

Amount and type of microplastics in oceans evaluated by the microplastic distribution monitoring
research

6.14.2. Measures and Achievements

Please choose one to indicate whether yvour country implements the following
measures

Introduce Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Yes No

Reduce single-use plastic (shopping bags, straws etc.) by| yes No
regulations or voluntary measures

Steps taken/ to be taken towards restricting microplastics in personal| ves No
care products

Improve waste management recycling system Yes No

Are there any human-centric, collective efforts/ actions/ practices for| ves No
sustainable MPL management

Conduct clean-up activities in rivers/ wetlands/ beaches/ coasts/| yes No
coral reefs/ sea floor, involving local communities involving local
communities

Taken/to be taken National Level Action and/or Community Level| ves No
Action on Clean sea initiatives including ghost net retrieval, ocean-
bound plastics etc.

Created/creating a value Chain opportunity for abandoned, lost and| yves No
discarded fishing gear (ALDFG)
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Financial incentives for fishers to promote the collection of end-of-life| yves No
fishing gears

Encourage/ Incentivize action by private sector companies to reduce/| yes No
sustainably manage their plastic waste (e.g., Fishing Gear) through
policies/ regulations (e.g., Extended Producer Responsibility)

Do you have/are you building/ are you promoting technology based| yves No
plastic waste re-use, recycling and recovery opportunities

Install capturing trap/filter on drainage/river Yes No

Promote innovative solutions (e.g., upcycling fishing equipment,| ves No
Creating plastic circular economy etc.)

Boost multi-stakeholder involvement and awareness-raising Yes No

Share scientific information and knowledge: R&D and monitoring Yes No

Participate in international cooperation through international| yves No
Organisations, multi-national groups, etc.

Support  target region by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects: South, Central and Southeast Asia

Support  target region by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects: Africa

Support target region by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects: Latin America

Prevention and reduction of plastic waste generation

Levy of charges/ taxes for single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)
Yes

Names of actions:
Deposit system for disposable cups
Targeted products:

Disposable cups used in beverage-selling brand stores (Sejong and Jeju areas) with more
than 100 operating branches nationwide

Brief description:

Disposable cups used in beverage-selling brand stores (Sejong and Jeju areas) with more
than 100 operating branches nationwide include a resource circulation deposit(300won)
when sold. Customers can get their deposit refunded by returning the disposable cup.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Numerical data, if any:
Applied in 659 stores
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Ban on use of single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)
Yes

Names of actions:
Regulation of Single-Use Items
Targeted products:

Ban on the use of single-use cups, plastic straws, and free provision of single-use bags and
shopping bags in facilities such as group feeding centers, food service businesses, and
large-scale stores

Brief description:
Starting from November 2022, the compliance requirements for each industry will be
strengthened and the range of single-use items subject to regulation will be expanded.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Actions for encouraging sustainable / circular product design
Yes

Names of actions:
Evaluation System for Recyclability

Brief description:

Evaluate the factors that impede the recyclability of products, containers, etc. being
produced, processed, and sold, and encourage manufacturers to make improvements in the
product manufacturing phase to promote recycling.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Regulations on microplastics
Yes

Names of regulations:

Regulations on the safety standards etc. of cosmetics (2017), Designation of, and safety and
labeling standards for, consumer chemical products subject to safety verification(2020).

Brief description:

The manufacturing of cosmetics and non-prescription drugs intended for cleansing,
exfoliating, and other purposes that include solid plastics with sizes of 5mm or less is
prohibited. The manufacture, sale, import and use of cleaning and laundry products
containing microplastics are also prohibited.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Comments:

There have been efforts to enact legislation related to microplastics include policy
discussions and debates in the National Assembly, to establish a special law on micro
plastics.
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Government actions on microplastics
Yes

Names of actions:
Cross-ministerial meeting on microplastics

Brief description:

A cross ministerial meeting on microplastics was established to share information on
microplastics-related policies and R&D status being implemented by each ministry and to
develop an effective response system.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Comments:

The decisions to establish a comprehensive government-wide strategy for microplastics was
made during the 2019 Ministerial meeting on Science and Technology, and as a result, the
cross ministerial meeting on microplastics was launched in December 2022. This meeting
aims to establish a systematic response to microplastics.

Community actions on microplastics including individual and wider stakeholder
involvement (e.g. businesses, coastal community etc.)

Yes

Names of regulations:
Legislative actions on microplastics

Brief description:

Civil soci ety Organisation, i C o nagad nmelegislaiivei mat e
activities related to microplastics, including organizing discussions co-held with National
Assembly on reducing microplastic pollution since 2021

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Comments:

Policy discussions and debates in the National Assembly on the establishment of a special
law on microplastics.

Environmentally sound waste management

Enforcement of proper waste management system
Yes

Names of actions:
Installation of Citizen-friendly Waste Treatment Facilities

Brief description:
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Local governments that want to install waste treatment facilities (incineration and landfill
facilities) will create a complex facility linked to leisure and sports facilities by collecting the
preferences and opinions of nearby residents from the project planning stage. Also, they will
determine the form of securing and supplying demand for waste-derived energy.

Prevention of littering, illegal dumping and unintentional leakage of waste into the
ocean

Yes

Names of actions:

1. The 3" national action plan on rivers and estuaries (2021-2025)
2. Fishing Gear management system

Brief description:

1. MOE establishes a national action plan every 5 years to effectively manage rivers and
estuaries in particular that can be easily polluted by the waste entering from the land.
The plan takes multi-faceted approaches using life-cycle and resource circulation
approach

2. It is the system to prevent fishing gear from being dumped into the ocean
- Fishing gear producers and salers have to write the list and restore it for 3 years

- Sellers have to collect deposit when selling fishing gear and pay back when fishers return
them

- Owner of the fishing gear have to register their ownership

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Are linkages between marine litter and blue economy being studied by your country?
Has your country taken any policy/ legal measures to address these linkages?

No

Cleanup of marine plastic litter

Collection of scattered waste on beach
Yes

Names of actions & Brief description

Marine environment keepers :

- MOF organizes a group of local residents who live nearby the sea and assign them a
mission to oversee the coast. With financial support from MOF, Marine environment
keepers carry out clean-up activity to remove marine plastic at a beach

- the number of keepers has increased from 1000 in 2020 to 1200 in2022

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Comments:

From 2021 to 2022, Marine environment keepers collect 41,996 tons of scattered waste on
beach. It prevents waste from moving to ocean or other beach.
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Removal of plastic litter from the ocean
Yes

Names of actions:

National marine litter removal project
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Brief description:

MOF has been implementing a national scale removal project targeting the seaside, national
ports and fishing ports and major fishing areas of Korea and now expand the targeting area
even farther to cover blind spots such as remote islands. A part of a project involves
operation of 664 marine litter dump in main fishing ports to prevent fishing gear being marine
litter, operation of clean-up vessels which remove marine litter at all national ports, fishing
ports and remote-islands

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Promotion of innovative solutions

Policy actions for encouraging plastic alternatives (e.g. biodegradable plastics,
circular product design 1 including use of recycled materials or closed-loop
recycling)

Yes

Names of actions:

1.Biodegradable fishing gears dissemination

2. Target Utilization Rate of Recycled Raw Materials

Brief description:

1. National enterprise where MOF develops and

disseminates eco-friendly fishery equipment such as nets and buoys to fishermen

2. Producers of plastic (producing over 10,000 tons of PET annually) will be required to
comply with a target utilization rate (3%) for recycled raw materials starting from 2023.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Public-private partnerships for creating and implementing innovative solution
Yes

Names of actions:
Adopt-a-beach project

Brief description:

MOF is working on establishing a system where MOF matches a group of peope(NGOs,
Corporations etc.) with a beach to faci tup
activities.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years
Numerical data, if any:
Significant expansion of beach adoption

agencies in 107 agencies

Education and awareness raising
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Education system and/or curriculum for encouraging public awareness on MPL
issues

Yes

Names of actions:

1) Online platform for ocean environment education
2) Moving class for ocean environment

Brief description:

1) operating online lecture targeting listeners including elementary school and middle school
students, general public, experts etc. opening special lecture on ocean environment or
liberal arts lecture 7 times annually

2) using 8tons truck that is remodeled to have various teaching tool, visit the kindergarten or
school to provide marine environment education for future generations.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Comments:
Awareness of moving class for ocean environment participants becomes positive
Numerical data, if any:

Marine Environme nt a | Awar emess | mpr ovement Scor e

education) 82.3

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL i National
Yes

Names of actions& Brief description:

Marine debris 'picking up + jogging' campaign in 2022 : A campaign for the general public to
pick up trash on the beach while jogging

"Tel | me ! + Pick wup!déd Campaign in 2023
reporting system through the Safety Report app and pick up small trash directly

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Numerical data, if any:
500 citizens collect 18tons of marine litter in 10 beaches

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL i Local
Yes

Names of actions:
1. Adopt-a-beach project

A beach adoption program where companies, Organisations, schools, etc. cherish and take
care of a specific beach like their own pet to promote citizens' participation in beach cleanup
activities and it is operated by local government
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2. Coastal clean up day

On third Friday of every month regional MOF and Korea marine

Envrionment Management Corporation (KOEM) conduct nation-wide coastal clean-up
activity at 12 different

regions.
We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years
Numerical data, if any:
Significant expansion of pet beach adoption agencies 20

agencies in 107 agencies

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL - International/Regional
Yes

Names of actions:

International Coastal clean up day : On third friday of september every year MOF holds
International Coastal Clean up day ceremony where multistakeholders participate in clean-
up activity at a beach.

Monitoring & Scientific research on marine plastic litter

Actions for encouraging monitoring / scientific research on plastic flows and ocean
surface microplastics

Yes

Names of actions:

Coastal Garbage monitoring
Use of ICT

Brief description:

1. Coastal garbage monitoring :
Measures coastal garbage by type (paper, plastic, wood, etc.) by number and weight
at 2-month intervals at 60 major coastal locations across the country

2. Useof ICT:
Reorganize the existing visual monitoring system into an ICT-based monitoring

system using satellites and drones, and expand coastal waste monitoring survey

peaks (60 120 or more sites)

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Comments:
Expanding monitoring survey peaks, the more data is collected
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Engagement in international/regional level actions for encouraging monitoring /
scientific research on plastic flows and ocean surface microplastics

Yes

Names of actions:
Strengthening and Improvement for Marine Litter response in Indonesia
Brief description:

iStrengthening and | mprovement for Mari ne
enhance the marine litter monitoring capacity of Indonesia through a joint pilot marine litter
monitoring conducted in Labuan

Bajo, Indonesia. Through this project, MOF is also working with the Indonesian government
to establish a guideline to properly conduct marine litter monitoring in Indonesia through.

In progress

Di scussions ar e unde r-@Gung joirnt anonimpring nseareh ord asinee a
debrisd for a joint response to the plastic

No particular change observed

6.14.3. Challenges

Check the challenges that your country has faced:

Recycling system improvement

Proper waste management system (including lack of local capacity)
Data collection related to waste in general

Data collection related to marine plastic litter

Lack of awareness among citizens, business, local governments
Lack of financial incentives for waste treatment in general

Lack of financial incentives for technology development

Project delays due to COVID-19

Others (Please specify)

6.14.4. Best Practices

National level

Local level

Local government, Chungcheongnam-do has established its own lifecycle management
system of generation prevention, collection, storage, and transportation treatment to reduce
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marine debris. Installation of river inflow blocking facilities, designation of regional marine
environment education centers, produce a digital marine debris distribution map and
establish a local region recycling facility, etc.

Private sector

O0Ad@dptBeach projectd : As a result of active pro
participations for cleaning beaches are facilitated. The number of company and Organisation

who particiqpabeaich opaoppctd increases from 20 ir
International cooperation

NOAA International Marine Debris Conference (IMDC) Series

Republic of Korea held 61 nt er nat i onal Marine Debris Confer

Busan with UN Environment and NOAA assisted it. Since 1984, NOAA has hosted six
International Marine

Debris Conferences that engage a wide array of key stakeholders and the public to discuss
all aspects of the

marine debris issue.This conference was action, solution, and change-oriented and included
sharing of

lessons learned and best practices to reduce and prevent marine debris and its impacts;
promoting international colearning; exchanging innovative ideas such as market incentives
and communication strategies; and sharing the latest research initiatives, methods, and
results

6.14.5. References and Reading Links

Framework act on resources circulation

The 1st National Resource Circulation plan (2018-2027)

The 3rd national action plan on rivers and estuaries(2021-2025)

Marine Litter and contaminated sediment management act

The 1st National action plan on marine litter and marine contaminated sediment(2021-2030)
Ministry of Envionment website (http://www.me.go.kr)

Ministry of Ocean and Fisheries website (http://www.mof.go.kr)

6.14.6. Contact Details: (Please specify name and email address)

YOUM Seungkeon (Deputy Director, Ministry of Environment)
ysk123@korea.kr

KO Juneyoung (Deputy Director, Ministry of Ocean and Fisheries)
kojune@korea.kr
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6.15. Tarkiye

Key Highlights

ACircul ar on t he Environmental Law amendment
Implementation of Marine Litter published in the Official Gazette
Provinci al Acti on No. 30621 and dated10.12.2018
"Charging of Plastic Bag" Provincial Action Plan on Marine
application, there was a 62,5% Litter

decrease in the use of plastic bags Zero Waste Blue Movement

from 2019 to 2022 Turkish National Integrated Marine

Pollution Monitoring Program

6.15.1. Policy and Frameworks

National Action Plan

No

Legal Framework

Yes
Pl ease | ist your countryds |l egislation including
Name:
ACircul repartaahéeéon and | mplementation of Marine

Brief description:

T¢rkiye runs tackling marine | itter studies und
the Preparation and Implementation of Marine Litter Provincial Action Pl ans o0 i ssued i n
I n coordination with relevant institutions / N G
Action Plansodo are prepared and applied by all

responsibility of the Governors, in all coastal provinces of Turkiye for 5-year periods
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Indicators
Yes

Please list your indicators here:

The marine litter monitoring component as a part of National Marine Monitoring Program
covers all the seas around Turkiye, and the indicators of marine litter were designed
according to IMAP (Integrated marine Monitoring Program of Barcelona Convention) and
EU-MSFD (Marine Strategy Framework Directive). Microplastics (in sediment, water
column), floating litter (surface water), seafloor litter (macro litter), digested litter
(microplastics in biota), beach litter indicators have been monitored in pilot regular stations
through National Marine Monitoring Program.

Under Development

Please list your indicators here:

The indicator ; ATr ends stedhby or lemanging onarinet organfsms! i t t er
focusing on selected mammals, marine birds, and
It is under development. The activities for these indicators depends on literature data. In

2023-2025 monitoring period ingested litter will be monitored in biota (fish).

6.15.2. Measures and Achievements

Please choose one to indicate whether yvour country implements the following
measures

Introduce Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Yes No

Reduce single-use plastic (shopping bags, straws etc.) by regulations| ves No
or voluntary measures

Steps taken/ to be taken towards restricting microplastics in personal| ves No
care products

Improve waste management recycling system Yes No

Are there any human-centric, collective efforts/ actions/ practices for| ves No
sustainable MPL management

Conduct clean-up activities in rivers/ wetlands/ beaches/ coasts/ coral| ves No
reefs/ sea floor, involving local communities involving local
communities

Taken/to be taken National Level Action and/or Community Level| ves No
Action on Clean sea initiatives including ghost net retrieval, ocean-
bound plastics etc.

Created/creating a value Chain opportunity for abandoned, lost and| ves No
discarded fishing gear (ALDFG)

Financial incentives for fishers to promote the collection of end-of-life| ves No
fishing gears
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Encourage/ Incentivize action by private sector companies to reduce/| ves No
sustainably manage their plastic waste (e.g., Fishing Gear) through
policies/ regulations (e.g., Extended Producer Responsibility)

Do you have/are you building/ are you promoting technology based| ves No
plastic waste re-use, recycling and recovery opportunities

Install capturing trap/filter on drainage/river Yes No

Promote innovative solutions (e.g., upcycling fishing equipment,| ves No
Creating plastic circular economy etc.)

Boost multi-stakeholder involvement and awareness-raising Yes No

Share scientific information and knowledge: R&D and monitoring Yes No

Participate in international cooperation through international| ves No
Organisations, multi-national groups, etc.

Support  target region by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects: South, Central and Southeast Asia

Support  target region by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects: Africa

Support  target region by your international cooperation| ves No
initiatives/projects: Latin America

Prevention and reduction of plastic waste generation

Levy of charges/ taxes for single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)
Yes

Names of actions:

Charging of plastic bags

Targeted products:

Single used plastic bags

Brief description:

In order to prevent environmental pollution, raise awareness for environment and efficient

management of resources, the Procedures and Principles Regarding the Charging of Plastic

Bags have been put into effect as of January 1, 2019. For the application of charging plastic

bags, i Pr ocedur ea@ Angendihg tRer Pronedures hnel $rinciples Regarding

the Pricing of Pl astic Bagso has been updated a
every single year.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Comments:

According to the results achieved in the National Monitoring Program (monitoring beach litter
component in pilot beaches) during 2020-2022 period, it is observed that the action
ACharging of Plastic Bano |l ed a positive improve
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Numerical data, if any:

With the "Charging of Plastic Bag" application, there was a 62,5% decrease in the use of
plastic bags from 2019 to 2022 of time and with this reduction rate, the formation of 760,000
tons of plastic waste originating from plastic bags was prevented. With this reduction, the
import of plastic raw materials necessary for the production of plastic bags in Turkiye has
been prevented and approximately 5,24 billion Turkish Liras have been saved, as well as
31.500 tons of greenhouse gas emissions have been prevented. In addition, the level of
knowledge and awareness on the subject has been created in our citizens, a serious change
in behavior has taken place, and the use of reusable carrying equipment (cloth bags, nets,
etc.) has become widespread in the society. Within the scope of the application started in
2019, plastic bags are sold at 0,25 Turkish Liras per piece, regardless of their size and
content, including taxes, and this amount continues to be applied as 0,25 Turkish Liras
without any change in 2020, 2021. 2022 and 2023

Ban on use of single-use plastic products (e.g. shopping bags, straws)

No

Actions for encouraging sustainable / circular product design

No

Regulations on microplastics

No

Government actions on microplastics

No

Community actions on microplastics including individual and wider stakeholder
involvement (e.g. businesses, coastal community etc.)

No

Environmentally sound waste management

Enforcement of proper waste management system
Yes

Names of actions:

Environmental Law amendment

Brief description:

By the Environmental Law amendment published in the Official Gazette No. 30621 and
dated10.12.2018, Additional Article-1 1 t i t 1l ed Arecycling contributi o
order to regulate the collection of recycling contribution share from the producers and

importers of the products listed in the Annex-1 of the law. All packaging including plastic

bags, tires, accumulators, batteries, mineral oil, vegetable oil, medicine, electrical and

electronic equipment and beverage packaging are included in the Annex-1.

The Recycling Contribution Share which is an ir
producer responsibilityo principles ai ms t o f
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management infrastructure and to meet the necessary expenses for collection,
transportation and recycling of packaging and other special wastes as well as encouraging
the reduction of waste generation.

The Regulation on Recycling Contribution Share prepared by our Ministry was published in
the Official Gazette dated 31/12/2019 and numbered 30995 (4. Repeating) and was put into
effect as of 01/01/2020.

Prevention of littering, illegal dumping and unintentional leakage of waste into the
ocean

Yes

Names of actions:

Environmental Law

Brief description:

In Article 8 of the Environment Law published in the Official Gazette dated 11/8/1983 and

numbered 18132; contains the following provision. i | t is forbidden to dir
deliver, store, transport, dispose of all kinds of wastes and residues to the receiving

environment, in a way that harms the environment, and to carry out similar activities in

violation of the standards and methods determined in the relevant regulations.

In cases where there is a possibility of contamination, the concerned parties prevent

pollution; In cases where pollution occurs, the polluter is obliged to take the necessary
measures to stop the pollution, t o eWithimhenat e or
framework of Article 8th, studies are carried out to prevent illegal dumping.

Are linkages between marine litter and blue economy being studied by your country?
Has your country taken any policy/ legal measures to address these linkages?

In progress

Cleanup of marine plastic litter

Collection of scattered waste on beach
Yes

Names of actions:

Provincial Action Plan on Marine Litter

Brief description:

Public institutions, municipalities, NGObO6s <cl eal
defined in the Provincial Action Plans on Marine Litter.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Removal of plastic litter from the ocean

Yes

Names of actions:

Provincial Action Plan on Marine Litter
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Brief description:

Public institutions and municipalities clean up the areas defined in the Provincial Action
Plans on Marine Litter on a regular basis.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Education and awareness raising

Education system and/or curriculum for encouraging public awareness on MPL
issues

Yes

If yes, give a brief description of your efforts related to education:

Zero Waste Blue Movement is the main program that covers the public awareness
campaigns regarding MPL. Stakehol ders especiall\
Provincial Action Plans on Marine Litter.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL i National

Yes

Names of actions:

Zero Waste Blue Movement

Brief description:

Under Zero Waste Blue Movement public awareness campaigns are executed on a regular
basis at national level by the Ministry of Environment, Urbanization and Climate Change as
well as other relevant institutions.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Awareness-raising campaigns related to MPL i Local
Yes

Names of actions:

Zero Waste Blue Movement

Brief description:

Under Zero Waste Blue Movement, public awareness campaigns are executed on a regular
basis in line with Provincial Action Plans on Marine Litter

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Monitoring & Scientific research on marine plastic litter

Actions for encouraging monitoring / scientific research on plastic flows and ocean
surface microplastics

Yes
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Names of actions:

Turkish National Integrated Marine Pollution Monitoring Program

Brief description:

Turkiye has developed a monitoring strategy by adopting an integrated and ecosystem-
based monitoring approach for our seas and coasts, namely "Integrated Marine Pollution
Monitoring Program (DEN-1Z)"

Within the scope of DEN-IZ; under the heading IMAP Marine Litter (Descriptor 10 / IMAP 22-
23, 24 -partly), microplastics and marine and coastal litter are monitored. Microplastics in
seawater and sediment, macro-litter on the seafloor, as well as digested litter (in the fish
stomach) are monitored on a pilot scale. Floating litter was monitored in Black Sea in 2022
and will be monitored in both Sea of Marmara and Black Sea between 2023 and 2025.

We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Engagement in international/regional level actions for encouraging monitoring /
scientific research on plastic flows and ocean surface microplastics

X Yes
Names of actions:

Participation in international technical group activities on litter monitoring guidelines and
determination of baseline/treshhold values: Barcelona Convention

Brief description:

ilntegrated Marine Poll ut-li&o)ndo Momi oohéngwé®rogr Ba
Monitor i ng P riso ig rceampliance with the national legislation, Regional Marine
Conventions (Bucharest and Barcelona Conventions), and EU directive (MSFD).

X We have seen a positive improvement over the last two years

Other studies on marine litter by Turkiye are carried out through the CORMON groups
established within the framework of the Barcelona Convention UNEP-MAP within the context
of the EC-AP approach. The recent studies are determination of threshold and baseline
values of some of the litter indicators and monitoring guidelines. So evaluations of data
among the countries or national level will be held according to some settled limit values.

6.15.3. Challenges

Check the challenges that your country has faced:

Recycling system improvement

Proper waste management system (including lack of local capacity)
Data collection related to waste in general

Data collection related to marine plastic litter

Lack of awareness among citizens, business, local governments
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Lack of financial incentives for waste treatment in general
Lack of financial incentives for technology development
Project delays due to COVID-19

Others (Please specify)

6.15.4. Best Practices

National level
Ministry of Environment, Urbanization and Climate Change (MoEUCC) has implemented
il ntegrated Marine Pollution Monitoring Program

pollution of marine environment and coasts of Turkey- Aegean Sea, Black Sea,
Mediterranean Sea and Marmara Sea- which provides the basis for national marine and
coastal management policy and strategies. This program has been designed as a three-year
program since 2014 in order to obtain regular and continuous data, to monitor seasonally.

Details of the program; National monitoring program covers monitoring in marine water,
sediment, biota and sea floor of some specific indicators of biodiversity, commercial
fisheries, food web, eutrophication, sea floor integrity, hydrographical conditions,
contaminants and marine litter descriptors.

Micro plastics have been studied in sea water and sediment during all summer seasons, in
fish stomach at only one term (once every three year) for one each of the marines. Macro
litter has been at the sea bottom during the trawl surveys.

This program has been designed as a three-year program since 2014 in order to obtain
regular and continuous data, to monitor seasonally. 2023-2025 monitoring programme is
now ongoing and will be finalized at the end of 2025. Monitoring marine litter is made in pliot
scales. In 2023-2025 periods, in addition to microplastics (in marine water and sediment),
litter on the beach, seafloor litter; the new litter monitoring component in this 2023-2025
program is monitoring floating macro litter on sea surface in Black Sea and Marmara Sea.
And litter in biota (digested litter) (fish stomach, mussels) will be monitored again in pliot
scales in all of the seas of Turkiye.

6.15.5. References and Reading Links

6.15.6. Contact Details: (Please specify name and email address)

Kerem NOYAN
kerem.noyan@csb.gov.tr

Bahar ¥Z¥J!T
bahar.ozogut@csb.gov.tr

Ozlem OZER
ozlem.ozer@csb.gov.tr
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N LA

6.16. Zalu United Kingdom

Key Highlights

T

1
T

Environmental
2023 (EIP23)
UK Plastics Pact (UKPP) (Voluntary)
Single Use Plastic (SUP) Directive
(EU Directive 2019/904 on the
reduction of the impact of certain
plastic products on the environment)

Improvement  Plan

Beverage Cups and Containers-
Department for Agriculture,
Environment and Rural Affairs
(DAERA) Consultation

Responsible Fishing Vessel Standard
(RFVS)

A net zero target for greenhouse gas

emissions by 2050 at the latest
Reduction of Single-Use Plastic

1 The Environmental Protection (Plastic
Plates etc. and Polystyrene 1
Containers etc.) (England)
Regulations 2023

6.16.1. Policy and Frameworks

National Action Plan
HYes

Please provide the name of your action plan or strategy with a brief description here:

Many UK policies, such as waste management, are devolved matters, which means each
administration (England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland) has its own strategies and
action plans. Below, and in subsequent sections these are classified either as UK, where
they pertain to all four administrations, or by each administration where the policies are
devolved.

Name: United Kingdom
Brief description:

UK Marine Strategy

The UK Marine Strategy provides the framework for assessing and taking measures to
achieve and maintain Good Environmental Status (GES) in UK seas. It covers a wide range
of biodiversity and marine environment descriptors including marine litter.

In March 2021 an updated UK Marine Strategy Part Two was published, setting out the
monitoring programmes that will be used to assess progress towards updated GES targets,
published in the updated UK Marine Strategy Part One in 2019. We are currently updating
the UK Marine Strategy Part Three, which sets out a programme of measures for achieving
or maintaining GES, following a consultation which ran September -November 2021 and are
aiming to publish by summer 2023.

UK Plastics Pact (UKPP) (Voluntary)

UKPP members cover the entire plastics value chain and are responsible for the majority of
plastic packaging sold through UK supermarkets, and approximately two thirds of the total
plastic packaging placed on the UK market.

By 2025, the aim of the UK Plastics Pact is to transform the UK plastic packaging sector by
meeting four world-leading targets.

317


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/971696/uk-marine-strategy-part-two-monitoring-programmes-2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/921262/marine-strategy-part1-october19.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/486623/marine-strategy-part3-programme-of-measures.pdf







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































